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August 31, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput
Cooper, Curt Wilton; Earl Moffatt. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Card Lake Inn. The Card Lake Inn entertainment
license was discussed. The Inn’s license had been
suspended for two weeks after the Public Hearing
held on August 17. Owners Michael and Ellen Greer
apologized for missing the public hearing.  

Ms. Greer stated that this was the first time she
heard of so many complaints about noise and dis-
ruptive behavior by bar patrons. She acknowledged
confusion about when amplified music should end in
the evening, and agreed that some of the bands were
too loud and won’t be asked to return. 

Ms. Greer noted that their Tuesday events with
music, disc jockey and dancing had grown bigger
than expected, but they made every effort to mitigate
problems. Chief Stanton said that the Tuesday night
crowds filled the Inn to its 99-seat capacity with an
overflow of 40 or more waiting to get in. People
coming and going and wandering around Town
drinking was a problem. The Chief cited reports of
public urination by patrons. 

The Board voted to place Card Lake Inn on a 30-day
probationary period starting September 1. All windows
and doors are to be closed when amplified music is
being played; amplified music shall be on Saturdays
only, ending no later than 11:30 pm; and a no re-entry
policy is to be imposed. The Greers will return for
the October 5 Board of Selectmen’s meeting to
review the situation.

Floor Scrubber. Peter Skorput proposed purchase
of a floor scrubber/carpet cleaner for the Town
Offices. Prices range from $2,300 to $5,300. Peter
will do more research, check with buildings that are
using them, arrange a demonstration, and report
back.

PUBLIC HEARING: Parking Regulations. The
Public Hearing first opened on August 17 to consider

changes to Town parking regulations for East Alford
Road, Carlotto Road and Shaw Road, was re-opened.
Curt Wilton reported that the Town has been in
touch with MassHighway and Town Counsel for
guidance. Based on testimony received at the Public
Hearing commencing on August 17 and concluding
August 31, the Board of Selectmen voted to amend
the Town’s Parking Regulations as follows, effective
September 7, 2009: 

• No Parking/Tow Away Zone at owner’s expense on
both sides of East Alford Road from its intersection
with Great Barrington Road to its intersection with
Cobb Road; 

• No Parking/Tow Away Zone at owner’s expense on
both sides of Shaw Road from its intersection with
East Alford Road to its intersection with Cobb Road; 

• No Parking/Tow Away Zone at owner’s expense on
Carlotto Road from its intersection with East Alford
Road to its intersection with Gt. Barrington Road.

• Fines, as prescribed under MGL Chapter 90:
Section 20A, shall be $25 per offense.

Flooding Problem. Brian Butterworth, who lives at
the corner of South Street and Main Street, addressed
the Board about flooding at his and his neighbors’
properties. A stream drains the mountainside and
fields behind his property and runs in a culvert
under his home and then under Main Street before
discharging into the Williams River. During heavy
rain, water backs up and forms a lake behind his
property. He is taking action to waterproof his 
basement and property.

Mr. Butterworth acknowledged that he knew the
potential for flooding when he purchased the home
and that this year had an unusual amount of rainfall,
but said the problem has been getting worse in recent
years. He suggested there may be a problem with the
Town’s culvert running under Main Street restricting
flow under his house. He asked if the Town could do
some research to determine if the drainpipe is
plugged, and offered to share in the expense.

Curt Wilton responded that the Town has no 
documentation of the drainage system, and that he
and Earl Moffatt have investigated the culvert 
from the Williams River end as far as the 

(continued on page 4)

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 3)

intersection next to the Stone House where the 
culvert drops down in size. The Board agreed to
contact MassHighway and other agencies to 
determine how best to determine what’s going on
with the drainage system.

COA Van. Norwin and Joan Rehm addressed the
Board about warranteed repairs to the COA van.
One of the seats is not secure and needs a repair kit
promised by the vendor. No kit has arrived and the
seat needs to be fixed.

Administrative Assistant Mark Webber responded
that several emails and calls have been made to the
van company with no reply. The Highway Dept.
could easily repair the seat, as was suggested some
time ago. The Rehms are concerned with possibly
voiding the warranty if someone other than the 
dealer repairs the seat. Mark Webber will call the
van company again tomorrow (the next call will be
from the town’s attorney).

Mr. Rehm asked about the policy on servicing 
the van. Earl Moffatt responded that each Town
Department is responsible for arranging for 
service and routine maintenance. The COA will 
need to make similar arrangements like the other
departments.

Following further discussion, the Rehms presented
letters of resignation to the Board, effective
December 31, 2009. The Rehms have been COA 

co-directors for
the past 14
years. The
Board thanked
the Rehms for
their many
years of service
to the Town and
accepted their
resignations
with regret.

OTHER
ITEMS:

• The Board
issued a Notice
of Decision for
the Nooks and
Crannies
Restaurant to 

amend hours of operation.

• The Board reviewed the draft Card Pond dam
safety report by Fuss and O’Neill, engineers.

• Administrative Assistant Mark Webber provided
an update on the Town’s solar PPV project. The
apparent low bidder for the Village School rooftop
solar PV project will provide a revised proposal to
include an installation at the Town’s wastewater
treatment facility, the Town’s 2nd highest electricity
consumer.

• The Board discussed setting a date for a fall
Special Town Meeting.

September 14, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput
Cooper; Curt Wilton. Earl Moffatt unable to attend.

Special Election. The Board voted to call a Special
Election on January 19, 2010 to fill the vacancy in
the U.S. Senate created by the passing of Senator
Kennedy. 

Flooding Problem. Curt Wilton reported that he is
following up on Brian Butterworth’s request to
investigate the drainage structure running under the
Butterworth residence and under Main Street and
emptying into the Williams River. A firm from
Springfield with a robotic camera may be hired.

Eagle Scout Project. The Board reviewed the Eagle
Scout project completed by West Stockbridge resident
Jonathan Davis to create maps of the Shaker Mill
Pond and Card Pond with depth soundings. The
maps will be a useful tool for engineers hired to do
dam safety inspections, making it easier to calculate
how many gallons of water are impounded by each
dam. The Board thanked Jonathan for his work.

Special Permit: Old Town Hall. A Public Hearing
was opened to act on the Special Permit application
submitted by the West Stockbridge Historical
Society to convert the Old Town Hall into a museum
and gathering place. The hearing was continued for
one week because a full Board of Selectmen is
required to vote on the application.

Downtown Enhancements Project. Steve Mack of
Foresight Land Services presented an update to the
Board on the Downtown Enhancements Project. The
next step is to schedule meetings between Foresight 

(continued on page 10)

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111
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The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Public Health Services for Residents of

Richmond and West Stockbridge

441133 223322--00112222
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..cchhaawwss..ccoomm

CONTRACTORS

W.  S T O C K B RI D G E ,  M A .

WEPAVE.COM
W.E. Williams Paving

for all of your
Paving and

Excavating needs.

(413) 232-7003
Surfacing the Tri-State area since 1948



6

There will be H1N1 (Swine Flu) 
vaccine clinics scheduled for the town

of West Stockbridge.
Because the Mass Dept.

of Public Health cannot 
predict when we will
receive the vaccine, the
clinic notification will

be quick, probably within a
week’s notice. If you have
school-aged children, there

will be clinics held at the schools. Because children
are a priority, the school clinics will be scheduled
earlier than the West Stockbridge town clinics.
Pregnant women will also be able to get the vaccine
right away at their Doctor’s office. Stay tuned to the
school bulletins and local newspapers for updates.

The clinics are likely to start toward the end
of November and beginning of December.
The H1N1 flu is a respiratory disease caused by a
type of influenza virus. The symptoms are much like
seasonal flu, such as sore throat, cough, fever, body
aches, headache, runny nose, chills, and fatigue. At
this point, the H1N1 vaccine is being manufactured
and they predict that it will be available in the 
beginning of November.

According to the CDC, The current age
groups encouraged to get the vaccine are:

- Children and young adults 6 months to 24 years 
of age

- Pregnant women

- Household contacts and caregivers of children
under 6 months old

- People aged 25-64 years old who have certain
underlying health conditions such as HIV, diabetes,
or heart or lung disease

- Health care workers

Adults older than 64 years do not yet appear to be at
increased risk of 2009 H1N1-related complications
thus far.

Lower your chance of catching and
spreading the flu. Here’s how:

- Wash hands frequently.

- Cough or sneeze into a tissue. If you don’t have a
tissue, use your sleeve.

- Use a sanitary wipe or cleanser frequently to clean
door knobs, phones, computer keyboards, and
shared food counters and tables.

- Stay home if you are sick. 

YOU CAN SPREAD THE FLU EVEN IF YOU
ARE FEELING BETTER. The CDC recommends
that you stay home for at least 24 hours after the
fever is gone, without the aid of fever reducing 
medications.

For more information, check out the CDC web site:
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm

If you have questions, please call Emilie Jarrett at
The Community Health Association: 413.232.0122
or email: Emilie@charws.com.n

The Community Health Association H1N1 Update

LOST

A Silver Pandora Charm Bracelet.
Lost at the playground of the Town Offices 

at Village School on State Line Road.
Please call 413-232-7773.
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Boy Scout Joshua B. Morse, of Troop 23 in Great Barrington, earned the honor of
Eagle Scout on September 10. Joshua started scouting as a Tiger Cub in Pack 30,
Den 4 of West Stockbridge. He received his Webelos Badge on October 26, 2002
and Arrow of Light Award on February 8, 2003. Joshua joined Troop 23 of Great
Barrington as a scout on April 2, 2003.  
He advanced through the ranks to obtain Eagle.

As residents may remember, Joshua’s Eagle Scout project involved planting a
perennial bed around the cannon at Routes 102 and 41, cleaning, scraping and
painting the veteran’s memorial and planting a perennial bed in front and behind
the monument. Finally, he built a raised perennial bed around the new Town Hall
sign. The remaining funds were used to replace the Glen Davis stone plaque, and
the rest was donated to the American Legion to clean and paint the cannon.

“I have many people and businesses to thank for their donated time, effort and
financial support. Thank you to all my volunteers for their muscle and hard work to
complete my project. It takes a community to become a community. Thank you all
for your help,” Joshua said.

Proud parents Carmen and Larry Morse are honored to share with the community their son’s accomplishment.
The celebration of his achievement will be an Eagle Scout Court of Honor Ceremony which will be held at 1 pm
on Saturday, November 14, in the gymnasium of the Town Offices, 21 State Line Road in West Stockbridge.n

Photo by Carmen Morse

West Stockbridge Resident Attains Eagle Scout

Friends of the Library Host 
Appreciation Party

Sue Coxon, President of the Friends of the Library, presented
Certificates of Appreciation to Bill Biggs and Robert Salerno for their
contributions to Library sponsored programs at a party on Friday, July
31, 2009.

Bill has taught the library sponsored computer courses for many years.
Several of his computer-proficient students were on hand to express
their appreciation for his dedication, knowledge and patience.

Bob, West Stockbridge Town Historian, has been instrumental in the
presentation of historical lectures. His knowledge and informative con-
tribution can be viewed on the Historical DVDs available for purchase at
the Library.

Nancy Kearns, former Library Trustee, was also presented with tokens
of appreciation for her hard work and dedication in support and promo-
tion of the Library.

Congratulations and a big THANK YOU to Bill, Bob and Nancy!n

Top: Sue Coxon and Robert Salerno at the Library
Middle: Bill Biggs receives his Certificate of Appreciation
Bottom: Former Library Trustee Nancy Kearns

Photos by Danielle Chretien
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PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

Albany Road, West Stockbridge

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John

WASHERS     DRYERS     RANGES    REFRIGERATORS    DISHWASHERS

ELECTRIC APPLIANCE
REPAIR

JOHN MASIERO

WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MASS. 01266

413-232-7063

Share your marriage vows 
with nature at:

West Center 
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road, West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call: 

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 4)

and downtown property owners to review the plans,
now 50% complete. Following individual meetings,
a series of public meetings will be held to show the
plans and answer questions.

Due to Federal rules disallowing funding for projects
with diagonal parking layouts, Mr. Mack recommends
that the Town apply for a waiver to allow the current
diagonal parking scheme downtown. Curt Wilton
observed that downtown merchants have demonstrated
they wish to stay with the current parking layout
even though project funding will be more difficult to
obtain.

Lighting Audit. The Board reviewed a lighting audit
conducted by National Grid for the Old Town Hall,
Fire/Highway Garage and Wastewater Treatment
Plant. The audit spells out the cost savings of 
converting existing lighting to more energy efficient
fixtures and bulbs. The total cost of conversion
would be $4,491.82. National Grid will pay 85%;
the Town’s share would be $1,145.42. Following the
conversion, annual electric savings in year one
would be $1,280.57. Accordingly, the payback on
investment would be less than one year. The Board
will review the report and make a decision at its next
meeting.

School District Consolidation. The Board 
discussed the School District Consolidation Report
recently released and reviewed at a meeting by 
representatives from Stockbridge, Great Barrington,
West Stockbridge, Lee and the Berkshire Hills
Regional School Committee. The report was done by
a Michigan consulting firm, paid for by a $25,000
planning grant from the Massachusetts Department
of Education. The report outlined potential savings
resulting from a merger of Berkshire Hills, Southern
Berkshire and Lee School districts. Additional 
meetings with the communities, school officials and
school committees will be scheduled.

Recycling Scorecard. The Board reviewed the
Town’s annual “Recycling Scorecard” issued by the
Department of Environmental Protection. West
Stockbridge recycles 36% of all solid waste generated,
the second highest rate in the county. The Board
thanked Transfer Station attendant Bill Pixley for his
ongoing vigilance.

Other: An amplified music special permit was
granted to the Williamsville Inn for a wedding.

September 21, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput
Cooper, Curt Wilton, Earl Moffatt. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Cobb Road Paving. Bids were received and the 
bidding closed for paving Cobb Road. The Board
voted to take the bids under advisement and
announce a decision at the next meeting.

Community Health Fundraiser. Don Johnson
sought permission to hold a fundraiser for
Community Health at his property on Great
Barrington Road. The Board supported Mr.
Johnson’s plans and thanked him for his community
mindedness. Earl Moffatt will check with the Town’s
Health Inspector to see whether a one-day permit
will be needed to sell food.

PUBLIC HEARING: Old Town Hall. A Public
Hearing was convened for the purpose of acting on a
Special Permit Application by the West Stockbridge
Historical Society to convert the Old Town Hall at 9
Main Street into a historical museum and gathering
place. Under Town zoning bylaws, the Board of
Selectmen is the special-permit-granting authority
for museums. The hearing was opened and continued
without action on September 14 because only two
Board members were present and a Special Permit
requires a unanimous vote of the 3-person Board for
approval.

Selectman Earl Moffatt stated that he is a member of
the West Stockbridge Historical Society, but pledged
to act impartially on the application before the
Board. The Board, with Mr. Moffatt abstaining,
voted to invoke the Rule of Necessity allowing Mr.
Moffatt to participate and vote on the application. 

Peter Skorput, John Masiero, Joy and Anne Roy and
Bill Loeb all spoke in favor of the Special Permit
application. It was noted that a citizen petition with
more than 300 signatures was given to the Board in
support of the project.

With no objections voiced, the Board voted to
approve granting the Special Permit. The Historical
Society is required to continue working with the
Town’s Building Inspector on outstanding building
code and zoning issues.

Floor Cleaning Machine. Peter Skorput, Town
Custodian, provided additional information to the
Board on the need to purchase a floor- and carpet-

(continued on page 14)
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Five years ago this month, a small group of 
community-minded volunteers launched the Local
Yokel, a free monthly community newsletter. That’s
an incredible 60 issues without interruption (OK,
we’ve been a little late once or twice, but we always
got it done!), each one a labor of love. In that first
issue, we said:

“We hope you’ll find the Local Yokel a useful source
of information about what’s happening in West
Stockbridge. In each issue, we plan to include a 
calendar of meetings and events along
with hours of business for Town offices
and services, telephone numbers and
email addresses for officials. In future
issues, we hope to include informative
articles about Town
government, 
businesses, 
organizations, 
history, special
events, and more.”

We’ve managed to do exactly that
“and more,” and the response from the
community has been amazingly generous
and appreciative. We hope that our efforts have
served to inform the residents of our town and to
strengthen the threads that connect us to each other
in the fabric of small town life that makes West
Stockbridge such a great place to live.

Looking back, so much has happened in those five
years. In November 2004, the Town Offices, Library
and Police Department were still located at the Old
Town Hall on Main Street. The issues and concerns
the Town was facing at the time were controlling
truck traffic on Main Street, concerns with noise,
bike and hiking trails, improvements to the 
downtown, and tourism. The West Stockbridge
Visioning Committee was formed in the spring of
2004, to brainstorm ideas to better our Town.

The two biggest issues the Board of Selectmen faced
were moving Town government, the Library and
Police Department to the former Village School, and
improving the downtown area. By November of
2007, the Village School renovations were complete

and Town government, the Police Department and
Library all had a new home. Improvements to the
downtown have been discussed over the years and
plans are moving forward to improve the downtown
area in the next few years. And the Local Yokel has
been there every step of the way.

While we work very hard on the Local Yokel every
month, it is a community effort in many ways. We
couldn’t do as good a job without the articles that
many of you send us every month. And we would

not exist without the financial support of
West Stockbridge residents and business

owners. We owe a huge thank you to
our advertisers and donors. We think
it’s important to keep the Local Yokel a

free paper, and thanks
to you we have been

able to pay our expenses
every month. 

Most of us have
worked as volunteers

on other projects, both in town and 
elsewhere, and we particularly enjoy our work

on the Local Yokel. So many people in town make
us feel that our effort is really appreciated. We get
phone calls thanking us for particular articles – 
people stop us in the street to tell us how much they
enjoy the Local Yokel – what more could a volunteer
ask for!

So, a tip of the hat to those who have given so 
generously of their time and talent to keep the Local
Yokel going and growing – especially Tina Skorput
Cooper, Peggy Fallon, Vicki Grayson, Karen Rusch,
David Potter, Dara Jacobs, and our many contribu-
tors. And an appeal to our friends and neighbors
here in West Stockbridge: if we’re going to keep this
up for the next five years, we’re going to need some
help! We need a steady supply of donors, advertisers
and 
contributors. We hope that, as time goes on, we can
recruit more designers and editors. If you can help,
please contact us – you too can be a Local Yokel!n

5 Years of the Local Yokel
by John Parker, with Tina Skorput Cooper and Vicki Grayson

5YEARS

LOCAL YOKEL
THE WEST STOCKBRIDGE

See some of our favorite covers 
on the next page!
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 10)

cleaning machine for the Town Offices/Library. The
Board agreed the Town needs the equipment, but it
would have to be considered as a warrant item at an
upcoming Special Town Meeting because there is no
funding in place. The Board expects to call a Special
Town Meeting later in October and will support such
an article.

Inspectors Appointed. Karl Cooper was re-appointed
as the Town’s Wire Inspector following his required
30-day retirement from the post, which became 
necessary when he submitted his retirement papers
as a police officer. Paul Greene was appointed
Assistant Building Inspector. 

Sign Permit. The Board approved a sign permit
application submitted by Sarah Thorne for a new
business on Main Street.

September 28, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput
Cooper, Curt Wilton, Earl Moffatt.  Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Meet the Superintendent. The Board met with 
the new Berkshire Hills Regional School District
(BHRSD) Superintendent, Peter Dillon. Dr. Dillon 
is meeting with school district member Boards 
to introduce himself and ask about concerns or 
suggestions for the coming year.

Tina Skorput Cooper and Curt Wilton observed that
the perennial concern with the District budget may be
more acute this year in light of State budget cutbacks.
Superintendent Dillon said he is very sensitive to the
member towns’ abilities to pay and believes that there
are opportunities for cost reductions. Both the 
Board and Supt. Dillon acknowledged contractual
obligations and fixed costs make up most of the
school’s operating budget.

Supt. Dillon said BHRSD is unique in that the
District and the communities are willing and able to
support strong extracurricular activities, particularly
sports and arts programs. Asked if there were more
opportunities for collaborative programs; particularly
technical or trades programs, Supt. Dillon responded
that he and staff are working on expanding those
opportunities including a food services program.
Supt. Dillon would like to link up with the many

cultural and tourism-based businesses in the area to
create programs to train high schoolers for positions
in those fields.

The Board thanked Supt. Dillon for coming to the
meeting and wished him success in his new position.

Cobb Road Paving. The Cobb Road paving contract
was awarded to LB Corporation of Lee as low bidder.
The project is to begin on October 5 and finish within
a few days.

COA. Norwin and Joan Rehm discussed with 
the Board the FY 2010 COA grant application; 
transferring COA items and records from the Rehm
residence to the Town Hall, and disappointment with
not having a Senior Center for the Town. Tina
Skorput Cooper and Curt Wilton pointed out that
plans are being discussed to renovate the two vacant
rooms in the Village School/Town Offices for a
Community Center that could be utilized by seniors
and other groups. Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber noted that the Senior Center construction
grant submitted to the Department of Housing and
Community Development a few years back was
rejected because the construction project was too
big. The Board again thanked the Rehms for their
years of effort on behalf of West Stockbridge seniors.

Flooding Problem. Curt Wilton showed the Board
photographs recently taken showing the entire 
inside length of the drainage structure beginning
underneath the Butterworth residence on Main 
Street and ending at the Williams River. The photos
showed no obstructions or structural failures; in fact,
Curt Wilton said, the structure seems unchanged
from when it was built over 100 years ago.

Solar Project. The Board executed documents for
the Village School Town Offices solar PPV project.
Following discussion and based on the recommendation
of Town Counsel, the Board also voted to give 
conditional approval to a Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) for a solar panel array on the Village School
Town Offices roof. The Board will view a final PPA
once an engineer’s roof structural integrity report is
completed and the installation approved.

Trick or Treat. The Board set Trick or Treat for
October 31 from 4-6 PM with a parade to follow,
ending at the Village School where refreshments will
be served.n
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Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

441133--332299--22333322 // 223322--44332222

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured
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PPrruunniinngg

LLaanndd CClleeaarriinngg
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Patriot Tile and Remodeling
Christopher Tonini  MASCL#100993

West Stockbridge, Mass.
Phone # (413)446-2996

Custom Ceramic Tile, Hardwood
Home Remodeling & Repairs

Licensed and Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Customer Service and Satisfaction Guaranteed

Community News & Events

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
On Sunday, November 8th the Stockbridge
Grange will serve a public Corned Beef and
Cabbage Dinner, family style at the Grange Hall
on Church Street in Stockbridge from 1-2pm.
The cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for 
children under 12 years of age.

The Grange will also be collecting non-perishable
food items for St. George’s Food Pantry in Lee.

Council on Aging Vacancies
The Board of Selectmen is seeking residents who
are interested in serving on the Council on Aging
Board. Please contact the Board of Selectmen’s
Office at 232-0300 ext. 319 or email
Admin@weststockbridge-ma.gov for more 
information.

Voter Registration Hours Set
The Town Clerk’s Office announces a special
voter registration session on Wednesday,
November 18, from 8am- 5pm and 7-8pm. Voter
Registration will be held at the Town Clerk’s
Office, 21 State Line Road, West Stockbridge.
This voter registration session will be the last
opportunity for residents who are not registered to
vote in West Stockbridge to do so before the
Special State Primary, which is scheduled for
December 8. Please contact Town Clerk Tina

Skorput Cooper at 413.232.0300 ext. 300 or
email Clerk@weststockbridge-ma.gov with any
questions.

Holiday Closings
The Town Offices and Library will be closed on
Veteran’s Day November 11th and Thanksgiving
Day, November 26th. The Library will also be
closed November 27th. Please call the individual
Town Departments for additional holiday hours.

First Steps Gym Fun in 
West Stockbridge

The Family Network at Community Health
Programs sponsors a “First Steps Gym Fun”
every Tuesday morning from 9:30 to 11:30am in
the Gymnasium of the Town Offices at 21 State
Line Road. Families with young children are
invited to come check it
out. It is a great way
for young children
to meet other
children their
age and also an
excellent way
for parents to
network with
other parents.

The Official Printer of the Local Yokel!
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

Wines:
Sea Ridge
Varietals
750 ml
3 for $14.99

Columbia
Crest and
Fetzer
1.5 LT
$13.99

Liquor:
Fleischmann’s
Preferred 
Whiskey
1.5 LT
$13.99

Carolan’s
Irish Cream
750  ml
$10.99

Beer:
Guinness Stout &
Draft
12 pk bottles
$13.99 + dep

Rolling Rock
18 pk bottles
$10.99 + dep

See us for your 
Holiday Orders

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good November 1-30, 2009

!

WE 
SPECIAL 
ORDER!

Parks & Rec News
by Jenni Roy Hallock

After our Halloween party, we are taking a bit of a
break and not meeting in November. There is a bit of
a break for us over the winter and it’s a good time to
get our “DUCKS” in a row. Some of our gear for the
Zuck races are in need of repair and new ducks are
in order. We’ll take any volunteers for this. Also,
wondering how much interest there is in having
“Open Gym” again. We are happy to open up the
gym and get our jump ropes, balls, hockey sticks,
etc. out for parents and kids to play with. Especially
during school vacations, this can be a nice, free 
outing. We can make this as small and informal as
usual or a larger event, depending on the response.
Let us know! Our next meeting will be on December
1st, 6:30 pm at the Town Hall. Questions? Contact
Jenni Roy Hallock 232-4322 or
jenniroy1@gmail.com.n
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Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Put one tblsp. butter in a medium saucepan and add the apples, zucchini, raisins, brown sugar, and cinnamon.
Cook on medium heat until the liquid dies down and the apples are soft. Let it cool completely. Pour mixture
into a large bowl. Add the oil, yogurt, sugar, eggs, flour, baking soda, baking powder, salt, and vanilla. Mix well.
Pour the batter into greased muffin pans and bake at 350 degrees for about 20-25 minutes or when a toothpick
comes out clean.

Frosting
Using a food processor, puree 12 basil leaves, 1-1/2 cups powdered sugar, 2 tsp. cinnamon, and 8 oz. whipped
cream cheese. Add more cream cheese if necessary to achieve desired consistency. Spread generously on the
cooled cupcakes and enjoy!

This recipe WOWed the judges due its originality, unusual but wonderful taste, and the taste and texture
of the zucchini was apparent which is what they look for. Great job Rebecca!

3RD
PRIZE

3RD PLACE PRIZE WINNER AT THE 
2009 ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL BAKING CONTEST

ZUCCHINI CUPCAKES WITH 
CINNAMON BASIL FROSTING

Entered by Rebecca Bauer

Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan, 17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Ingredients:
2-1/2 cups all purpose flour
2 cups shredded zucchini
2 chopped gala apples (peeled)
1 cup raisins
1 cup sugar
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 tsp. salt

3 large eggs
6 oz. vanilla yogurt
6oz. vegetable oil
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. (Baldwin's, of course) vanilla extract
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659
Open Tues.-Sat. 9-4

email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

TTHHEE

FFLLOOOORR SSTTOORREE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com



19

When the power’s out, we’re standing by.

If keeping candles and matches on hand is your idea of being 
prepared for a power outage, think again. They can’t keep your well

pump running, the furnace going, or your refrigerator working. 

To protect your home, even when you’re not there, rely on 
an automatic emergency power system that kicks in within 10 

seconds after the power goes out.

Call today for a free home evaluation.

413-698-3627
Serving the Berkshires, Northwest Connecticut and Columbia County

At least you’ll be able to 
see your pipes burst.

Berkshire Standby Power

Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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In the next month there will be some new and exciting changes at the Library. We
have reached the 80% mark of materials input to the C/W MARS system. This
means that the Library will be able to use the automated circulation feature on our
new system. Soon we’ll be handing out Library cards and adding everyone’s 
information into the C/W MARS database. If you already have a card to one of the other libraries in the
area, such as Pittsfield, Richmond or Stockbridge those cards will work here as well. There will be no
need to get a second Library card. 

Another change comes with InterLibrary Loans. When the full system is up and running you’ll have a
new ILL option. Once you have your Library card and have logged in to the Library catalog, you will be
able to place a hold on any item in the county and have it sent directly to the Library. You can receive an
email when your item is ready to be picked up or we can give you a call. Although we have this new 
feature, Jodi and I can still place a hold on items for you the same as we have been. 

Although we now have full use of the system we are still entering the last 20% of the collection into the
catalog. This is our transition period, and as with any new system there will be a period where everyone
will be adapting to the new system. I am confident we won’t have any big issues. 

You may have noticed the signs that once we have the automated circulation system the Library will be
charging fines to run concurrent with the other C/W MARS libraries. Fines will be as follows: 

Books: 10 cents per day, maximum fine of $3.00

DVDs/Videos: $1 per day, 
maximum fine $5.00 

A few quick reminders for
November: first off, the holiday
season has begun and this means
there are a three dates to keep in
mind. The Library will be closed
on Nov. 11 for Veteran’s Day and
on Nov. 26 and 27 for
Thanksgiving. Have a great
month, West Stockbridge, and
if you have any questions
please let us know.n

Library News
By Danielle Chretien, Librarian

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
DATE EVENT TIME

Wednesdays Knitting Group 2:00pm - 4:00pm

Thursdays Scrap Booking Group 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Saturdays Story Hour 11:00am

WINTER HOURS:
Tuesdays: 12-5pm
Wednesdays: 1-5pm (Closed Nov. 11)
Thursdays: 2-6pm (Closed Nov. 26)
Fridays: 2-6pm (Closed Nov. 27)
Saturdays: 10am- 2pm

Friends of the Library

USED BOOK SALE
(Book sale room now open)

SUPER SAVINGS!
HARDCOVER $2.00/Paperback $1.00

Wide selection available
Adult fiction and non-fiction/children’s

BOOK SALE ROOM DIRECTLY ACROSS 
FROM THE LIBRARY

OPEN DURING REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS

CHECK IN AT THE LIBRARY, MAKE YOUR 
SELECTIONS, THEN PAY AT THE LIBRARY
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput Cooper,
413-717-2963, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki Grayson,
vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Karen Rusch, RuschDirect, 413-274-6800.

ART AT THE LIBRARY
Sponsored by The Friends of the Library

NOVEMBER ARTIST:
BRUCIE JACOBS
Brucie Jacobs immerses her photographs – archival pigment ink prints
on lightweight Japanese papers – in clear encaustic medium. The
translucent quality of the wax surface lends an extra dimension to her
photography. Although these works on paper can be framed, she 
typically displays them frameless, attaching them to the wall like 
free-hanging scrolls.

She also paints on rigid wood panels, their surfaces absorbent enough
for molten beeswax to adhere. Her technique involves painting layer
upon layer of pigmented wax. She fuses each layer with heat from a
blow torch or heat gun. It is the heat and the fusing process that bond
the layers of paint together permanently.

PRINTS ON JAPANESE PAPER 
IMMERSED IN ENCAUSTIC WAX:

“FOLIAGE AND SKY”

YOUNG ARTISTS 
AUGUST EXHIBIT

Great holiday gift
for history buffs!
SINGLE HISTORICAL 
DVDs NOW ON SALE

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME
AROUND & ABOUT WEST
STOCKBRIDGE
(with local author, Gary
Leveille)

Mr. Leveille takes us on a 
fascinating trip back in time
with a slide show of rare 
photographs and antique 
postcards depicting “Old West
Stockbridge”. We will travel 
into the past by train, horse &
buggy and antique 
automobiles.

Available at the Library

Special 
NOVEMBER

PRICE 
$8.00

College students
Jillian Culver,
Massachusetts
College of Art and
Ryan Burt,
Hallmark Institute
of Photography, 
display their 
creative talents at
the Friends of  the
Library “Young
Artists Exhibit” 
in August. 

Photos by 
Danielle Chretien
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BUTTON BATTERIES
ARE TOXIC WASTE!

Remember that button batteries (e.g. hearing
aid batteries, watch batteries) are considered
toxic waste – please leave them at the Transfer
Station office for proper disposal. Regular 
batteries can go in the trash.

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm;
Sat. 8am-6pm
Phone: 232-0307    
Bill Pixley, Attendant

Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

October 2009

Peter and Lenora Campoli 
(in memory of Helen and Vasco Zanconato)      

Joseph Flummerfelt

Louie and Edie Raspuzzi

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY.
We couldn’t do it without your support! 

Keep the Local Yokel coming.
Please send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 23.)

November Birthdays

PTA News
by Jenni Roy Hallock

Thank you to all that participated in our Meadow
Farms and Otis Spunkmeyer fundraiser! Please
remember, you can still buy online until the middle
of December and the proceeds go right to us. Let me
know if you need help getting to that site. This year,
we want to spend more time on “Fun-raising” than
Fundraising. We are putting together ideas for free
family nights like Movie Night, Math Night, Board
Game Night, etc. If you have any ideas, let us know.

Our GreenPEAS subcommittee is getting their year
started on Nov. 6th, 9am at Muddy Brook. They are
working on many Greener avenues for our school
from anti-idling, composting, healthier eating, 
working with Project Sprout, and much, much more!
Anybody is welcome at these meetings and I am
happy to get email minutes to anyone who is 
interested in this. Our next PTA meeting is Nov. 18th
at 3:30, with free childcare if you call ahead to 
register your kid(s). Questions? Contact Jenni Roy
Hallock 232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com.n

November 2 Esther Cunningham 
(will be 99)

November 7 Curt Wilton

November 15 Joshua Morse

November 17 In memory of Tina Skorput.
Happy Birthday, we miss
you! From your daughter
Tina and grandson Billy
Paul

November 19 James Hallock, Jr.

November 22 Laura Skorput

November 29 Paula Viola
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;
Sat. by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;
Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory

Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 
Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of
_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up
myself.

!

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

November 2009 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

November 2 Planning Board 7:00pm Town Offices

November 3 American Legion Post 254 Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

November 5
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

November 8 Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 1:00pm-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

November 9
Last Quarter Moon

Board of Selectmen 6:30pm Town Offices

November 11 VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY

November 12 CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 1:00pm-3:00pm Town Offices

November 13 LOCAL YOKEL SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

November 16 New Moon

November 17 Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

November 18 Voter Registration Session  (Special State Primary) 8:00am-5:00pm &
7:00pm-8:00pm Town Offices

November 23 Board of Selectmen 5:30pm Town Offices

November 24 First Quarter Moon

November 26 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!


