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July 13, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair;
Curt Wilton. Also present: Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber.

Fire Station Grant. Fire Chief Peter Skorput 
gives the Board an update on the Fire Department’s
submission to the Federal Assistance to Firefighters
grant program for a new fire station. The station
would be fully funded by the grant (except for sewer,
water and landscaping), and would be located on
Town property adjacent to the Town Cemetery. An
application has been submitted for a $4.3M project.
The grant is one of 6,000 submitted nationwide.
Public input on the proposed site is welcome.

Sign Permit. A sign permit was approved for Nook
& Cranny, a restaurant at 4 Albany Road.

Astore Quarry. Astore Quarry neighbors discussed
concerns about an apparent increase in use of the
Quarry and related problems including illegal parking,
underage drinking, littering, trespassing, unruly
behavior, safety and health issues. Attending were 17

residents and
Chief of Police
Stanton. The
quarry is 
privately owned
by Charles
Astore, nephew
of John Astore.

Chief of Police
Stanton
acknowledged
it’s a quality of
life issue for 
the Quarry
neighbors.
Extending the
no-parking
zones and

increasing parking fines would help. The Chief will
increase police patrols in the area and discourage people
from entering the Quarry. The Chief asks residents to
call the police station at any time to report inappropriate
behavior.

Curt Wilton recommended that the Board of Health
and Conservation Commission be advised of the
camping and other activities next to the Williams
River. Tina Skorput Cooper will research past Town
Meeting votes concerning no-parking zones in the E.
Alford Rd. area. The Board will schedule a Public
Hearing on August 17 to discuss amending parking
regulations.

Energy Committee. The Board agreed to appoint 
a Town Energy Committee to review and make 
recommendations on energy policy and initiatives. An
ad hoc committee had already been formed to assist
the Board with their review of proposals for the solar
PPV system to be installed at the Village School. The
committee will include members of the Board of
Selectmen and Finance Committee; and interested 
citizens with practical knowledge in the energy fields.

Josh Billings. The Board reviewed a letter from the
Josh Billings Race organizers requesting that the race
continue its tradition of riding through West Stockbridge.
The race is scheduled for September 13. Race 
organizers will coordinate traffic control with Chief
of Police Stanton.

Hair Salon. The Board discussed Gennari family plans
to open a hair salon at 2 Albany Road. Chris Gennari
is to meet with the Board of Health agent, Building
Inspector Don Fitzgerald, and the Conservation
Committee in order to secure the necessary approvals.

Traffic Counts. The Board reviewed traffic counts
completed this spring on Swamp Road and Route 102
west. The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission
conducted the counts, at no cost to the Town, in
response to concerns about increasing traffic, 
particularly trucks. However, the counts showed a
decrease in all vehicular traffic, including heavy
trucks, on both roads since the last counts were taken
a few years ago.

(continued on page 8)

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111
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Share your marriage vows 
with nature at:

West Center 
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road, West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call: 

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

TREE SERVICES:
Tree and Brush Removal

Cabling
Pruning

Land Clearing

Driveway Repair and
Drainage

Caretaking
Material Hauling

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659
Open Tues.-Sat. 9-4

email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Public Health Services for Residents of

Richmond and West Stockbridge

441133 223322--00112222
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..cchhaawwss..ccoomm
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The Nook & Cranny, a diner serving breakfast
and lunch, is a great addition to the growing
list of West Stockbridge restaurants. Owners
Jennifer and Shane Clark said that they
decided to open this type of restaurant at
this location because they heard there was a
need for an affordable place for people in
the community to eat. They are partners
with Robert Cole. While this is the first
restaurant they’ve owned, they are not new
to the business. Shane and Bob were chefs
for many years at Fresco’s in New Lebanon
(Columbia County).
They are both at the
diner everyday,
cooking everything
from scratch.
Jennifer, a former
Berkshire Bank
employee, handles
the business side.

The minute 
customers walk in
they feel good. It is
warm, friendly,
home-like and
bustling. Several
people I know were
eating lunch and
seemed to be enjoying
it very much.
Breakfast food is
available from 
opening to closing,
and lunch fare is
available beginning
early in the morning
for those who prefer it to traditional breakfast food.
The breakfast menu includes eggs, omelets, French
toast, cereal, and waffles and pancakes with all the 
traditional sides. For lunch there is a wide variety of
hot and cold sandwiches, soups and salads. Bob’s

soups are legendary and one of the
house specialty sandwiches, Turkey
Rachel (turkey with cole slaw, Swiss
cheese and Russian dressing), has
been an especially big hit. 

The owners emphasize that all the
food is prepared on the premises –
they roast the turkey, cook the corned
beef, make the hash, the muffins, 
the soup, the fries and everything
else. They also do catering, which 
is available for dinners, not just
breakfast and lunch.

They would like to thank several 
people who were an enormous help
in getting the restaurant ready to
open – everyone at Troy’s Garage,

Paul at Fine Line Painting and Thomas Flately
Electric. Nook & Cranny is open 6:30 am – 3:00 pm
and is located on Albany Road across the street from
Troy’s Garage. We welcome them to West
Stockbridge and wish them lots of success.n

Business Profile

Nook & Cranny
Story and Photos By Vicki Grayson

Above: The owners of Nook & Cranny
(from left to right): Jennifer Clark, Shane
Clark and Robert Cole.

The interior is friendly, home-like and bustling, and
all food is prepared on the premises.
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OCTOBER QUIZ QUESTION:

When was West Stockbridge originally settled by Europeans, why did they
come here, and where did they first live?

(Find the answer somewhere in this issue!)

West Stockbridge History     
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Office Walk-In Clinic Hours:
Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm*  
West Stockbridge Town Hall
21 State Line Rd.
West Stockbridge, MA 
Phone: 413-232-0122     Fax: 413-232-0199  
email: Emilie@charws.com

PLEASE NOTE:The CHA Mini Health Fair is scheduled for Thursday, October 1 at the
Richmond Congregational Church. FREE screenings are offered for cholesterol, diabetes,
nutrition, cardiopulmonary as well as health insurance assistance. Flu shots will be 
available. Call Emilie at 413.232.0122 for an appointment.

CHA OCTOBER EVENT SCHEDULE
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Office blood pressure clinic
9am – 10am

October 1
FREE Mini Health Fair
Congregational Church
9am-12pm
SEASONAL FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE

2

5 6 7
Office blood pressure clinic
9am – 10am

8
Richmond blood pressure clinic
Congregational Church
9am – 10am

9

12
OFFICE
CLOSED

13 14
Office blood pressure clinic
9am – 10am

15
Richmond blood pressure clinic
Congregational Church
9am – 10am

16

19 20 21
Office blood pressure clinic
9am – 10am

22
Richmond blood pressure clinic
Congregational Church
9am – 10am

23

26 27 28
Office blood pressure clinic
9am – 10am

29
FLU CLINIC
West Stockbridge St. Patrick’s Church 
12pm-2pm

30

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

CONTRACTORS

W.  S T O C K B RI D G E ,  M A .

WEPAVE.COM
W.E. Williams Paving

for all of your
Paving and

Excavating needs.

(413) 232-7003
Surfacing the Tri-State area since 1948
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 2)

MEMA Grant. The Town has received a $2,500
grant from the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency (MEMA) for the purpose of
offsetting costs of updating the Town’s
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

Executive Session. The Board voted to go into 
executive session under MGL Chapter 39:23B (5)
and then returned to open session.  

Public Hearings. The Board set three Public
Hearings for August 17 to address: 1) A request to
amend the existing Special Permit regarding hours
of operation for Nook & Cranny, 2) to consider the 
suspension, modification or revocation of its
Entertainment License at Card Lake Inn, 3) to 
consider amending Town parking regulations.

August 17, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Tina Skorput Cooper, Curt
Wilton, and Earl Moffatt.

Welcome. The Board welcomed new Selectman Earl
Moffatt.

Public Hearing: Nook & Cranny. A Public Hearing
was opened to act on a Special Permit Application
submitted by the owners of Nook & Cranny restaurant
at 2-4 Albany Road amending its hours of operation
to open at 6:00 AM, earlier than currently permitted,
and stay open until 5:00 PM, later than currently
permitted. The applicant then also asked to add 
additional seating in the form of outside picnic
tables and to stay open until 8:00 PM.

The issue of seating and parking capacity under the
current Special Permit was raised. The business is
currently permitted for 36 seats and 18 parking
spaces. Zoning requires one parking space for each
100 square feet of business floor space. The floor
space of the building is approximately 1,800 square
feet. After discussion, the Board indicated it would
consider the picnic tables as long as total seating
capacity did not exceed the currently permitted 36.

Abutter Don McClelland stated his opposition to an
opening time before 7 AM and a closing time as late
as 8:00 PM. Curt Wilton asked Mr. McClelland if he
would be satisfied with a 6:30 AM opening. Mr.
McClelland agreed.

The Board agreed that the only matter before the
Board at this hearing was the request to amend the
hours of operation as published in the legal notice.
Another Special Permit hearing would need to be
held if the restaurant wanted to stay open later than
5:00 PM or to add outdoor seating.

The Board agreed to amend the existing Special
Permit as follows: new operating hours shall be from
6:30 AM to 5:00 PM, seven days per week for the
term of the current lease between the operators of
the restaurant and Gennari Realty, LLC. 

Public Hearing: Card Lake Inn. A Public Hearing
was opened to consider the suspension, modification
or revocation of the Card Lake Inn’s entertainment
license. 

Administrative Assistant Mark Webber recused 
himself from taking minutes, as he is an immediate
abutter to the Card Lake Inn. 

Chief of Police Stanton and abutter Mark Webber
described problems with noise, fireworks, garbage,
unruly behavior, and a lack of cooperation from the
owners. There have been 6 or 8 formal complaints
from neighbors. No one from the Card Lake Inn was
present for the hearing.

The Board voted to revoke the Card Lake Inn 
entertainment license immediately for a period of 14
days. The owners will be given another opportunity
to appear before the Board at their next meeting on
August 31.

Public Hearing: Parking Regulations. A Public
Hearing was opened to consider changes to the
Town’s parking regulations around the Astore
Quarry on East Alford Road. 

Curt Wilton noted current posted signs are confusing
and inconsistent and suggested signs should all read
“No parking/tow away zone at owner’s expense.”
Changing the signs will be expensive: $1,100 for
East Alford Road alone. Parking on Sportsmen’s
Club Lane and access to the quarry over National
Grid land were discussed. 

The Board agreed to raise parking fines from the
current $5 to $25 per offense. The hearing was 
continued until August 31 at 8:00 PM. 

(continued on page 10)
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Seasonal Flu Clinics
FREE VACCINE 

specifically for adult residents of Richmond and West Stockbridge
(Proof of residency may be requested. There is a $35 charge for non residents.)

Richmond Clinic: 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009, Town Hall

12pm-2pm

West Stockbridge Clinic: 
Thursday, October 29, 2009, St. Patrick’s Church

12pm-2pm

Community Health Association Office: 
Mondays and Wednesdays:

November 2, 4, 9, 16, 18
December 2, 7, 9, 14, 16

9am-10am

For information call: 413.232.0122 
Those eligible for the Influenza Vaccination at these clinics include: 

- All persons who want to reduce their risk of becoming
ill with influenza or of spreading it to others

- All persons age 18 and older
- All women who will be pregnant during the

influenza season
- All healthcare personnel
- Have chronic cardiovascular (except HTN) or 

pulmonary conditions, including asthma, renal,
hepatic, hematological or metabolic disorders
including diabetes mellitus

- Have immunosuppression (including immunosup-
pression caused by medications or HIV)

- Have any condition (e.g., cognitive dysfunction,
spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders, or other
neuromuscular disorders) that can compromise
respiratory function or the handling of respiratory
secretions or that can increase the risk of aspiration

- Household contacts of persons at high risk for
complications from the flu

- Household contacts and out-of-home caregivers
of children less than 6 months of age
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 8)

Electrical Inspector. The Board accepted the 
resignation of Karl Cooper as the Town’s Electrical
Inspector. Mr. Cooper recently exercised his retirement
from the Berkshire County Retirement System and
is required to resign from all Town positions for a
period of at least 30 days. He requested reinstatement
as Electrical Inspector following that 30-day period.
The Board accepted his resignation and agreed to
reinstate him in 30 days. Assistant Electrical
Inspector Doug Wilber will act as Town inspector 
in the interim.

Energy Projects. Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber provided an update on the solar photovoltaic
project for the Town Hall roof. The low bidder has
been asked to see if the Town’s wastewater treatment
plant on Moscow Road could be added to the project.
The treatment plant is the second largest municipal
user of electricity. The next step is for the engineer
to certify the Village School roof as suitable for
solar panel installation. The hydroelectric turbines
are to be installed at the Shaker Mill dam beginning
August 31.

Downtown Enhancement Project. Curt Wilton
reported to the Board on his recent meeting at
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC)
concerning the downtown enhancement project.
BRPC officials are assisting the Town in completing
the steps needed to secure its position in the 
federal/state funding pipeline. The project engineer,
Foresight Land Services, will meet with the Board
soon to discuss plans and public hearings. 

Other Business:

• Selectman Earl Moffatt was named the Town’s
alternate to the Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission.

• The Board reviewed and approved three Village
School Use Requests.

• The Board received a letter stating that the Old
Town Hall has been granted National Historic
Property designation. The Board thanked the West
Stockbridge Historical Society for their efforts.

• The Board received a letter from the Inspector
General’s office stating that Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber has received full Massachusetts Chief
Public Procurement Officer status.n

Patriot Tile and Remodeling
Christopher Tonini  MASCL#100993

West Stockbridge, Mass.
Phone # (413)446-2996

Custom Ceramic Tile, Hardwood
Home Remodeling & Repairs

Licensed and Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Customer Service and Satisfaction Guaranteed
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The Official Printer of the Local Yokel!

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

Albany Road, West Stockbridge

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John

Scott Wilton
Fine Furniture & Interiors

Restoration & Conservation
Repairs, regluing, veneers and replacements
Restoration and revitalization of old finishes
French Polish, varnish and painted surfaces

P.O Box 338
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

(413) 232-4349
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Here are a few tips you can follow for a
safe and happy Halloween:

(From the Mass.gov website)

• Always keep the lights on, both inside and outside your house, to welcome
and protect trick-or-treaters.

• Keep candles and jack-o-lanterns away from landings and doorsteps where
costumes can brush up against the flame and catch fire. Also, keep candles
and jack-o-lanterns away from curtains, decorations, and other items that can
catch fire.

• Make sure that each part of your child’s costume is flame resistant. Look for
the label “flame resistant” or “flame retardant”.

• If your child wears a mask, make sure that it fits properly and that the holes
are large enough for their mouth and eyes, so that they can breath and see
properly.

• Costumes and trick-or-treat bags should be light-colored and/or decorated
with reflective tape that will glow in light which will make your child visible to
drivers. Reflective tape can be found in hardware, bicycle, and sporting
goods stores.

• Costumes should fit well and not drag on the floor, to avoid trips and falls.

• Children should wear temperature-appropriate clothing underneath their costume.

• Swords, knives, and other pointed objects should be made of soft material.

• Always have an adult accompany children while trick-or-treating.

• Remind your children not to go into strangers’ cars or houses.

• Teach your children how to use crosswalks and walk signals. Teach your child
to look left, right, and left again before crossing the street.

• Children should carry flashlights, to make sure that they can see and that
people can see them.

• Do not let your child eat any treats until you have checked each one of them.

• Give and accept only wrapped or packaged candy. Throw away all unwrapped
or suspicious looking candy.

For more information on how to keep your children safe this Halloween, 
please contact the Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s Injury
Prevention and Control Program at (617) 624-5070 or visit our website at
http://www.state.ma.us/dph/fch/injury/.n
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West Stockbridge was part of the original land grant of western
Massachusetts in 1722. This land was granted by the General
Court of Massachusetts Bay Colony and encompassed most of
South County, including Stockbridge, Great Barrington,
Egremont, and Sheffield. Our section was part of the Upper
Housatonic Township, also called “Indianland.” Two years after

the original grant, settlers and speculators bought the land which included our town from the Mahican
Indians for 460 pounds, 3 barrels of cider, and 30 quarts of rum.

However, earlier than that, we had our first “second homeowners.”
Dutch traders from New York had been making excursions into the
Housatonic River Valley and set up trading camps with the
Mahicans. The governor and council were very concerned that the
colony would lose the trading opportunities and settlement land so
they encouraged people to move with the land grants. At that time
the border between New York and Massachusetts was unclear, both
colonies claiming large parts of Berkshire County. 

After the land purchases in 1724, the land was gradually settled from
south to north. It was all wilderness (no Public Market or Route 7!).
Two Indian/French wars slowed the pace of settlement, as did bad
press. The Berkshires was pronounced a “hideous howling 
wilderness” by some travelers to Albany in 1694. It was not as 
attractive as other areas to settle (think the Cape or Maine coast).
There were no east-west roads across the mountains and only a small trail through Sandisfield to the
Connecticut River valley.

It wasn’t until over thirty years later that areas in our town had permanent settlements. The first recorded
families to settle in what is now West Stockbridge were in the Williamsville area in 1758. They later
moved into the West Center area, near the former Kingsmont Camp. The next area settled was at State
Line along the Flat Brook on the NY-MA border. The center of town wasn’t settled until 1763.n

History Quiz Answer:

We are working on our Halloween festivities. We will be celebrating on Oct. 31st
with our theme “Where the Wild Things Are.” We could sure use some new ideas
and more volunteers. We are specifically looking for somebody to put together a
hayride – please spread the word. Trick or Treating will be from 4-6 pm, then the
parade at 6 pm led by our Fire Department starting by Stone House Properties
and ending at the Town Hall with another wonderful party. 

Please come to our meeting October 6th (always the 1st Tuesday night of the
month at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall) and help us plan. We welcome food donations for the party! Come one,
come all! Any input, questions or volunteering, call Jenni Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com
or I’ll see you on October 6th.n

Parks & Rec News
by Jenni Roy Hallock
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Turbines Installed at Shaker Mill Dam
By Mark Webber, Administrative Assistant

During the week of September 1st, two hydroelectric turbines were successfully installed in the generator box at
the Shaker Mill Dam. Gary St. Onge, the Town’s project engineer from Amsterdam, NY, supervised the installation
with assistance provided by the Town’s Highway Department.

Beginning early Monday morning, a crew began core drilling 24-inch diameter holes through the 23-inch thick
concrete walls of the generator box adjacent to the dam. By Tuesday afternoon, the first turbine (3 kW) was being
mounted and by Thursday evening, the second turbine (6 kW) was fastened and operational. Both units have
since been flow tested under operating conditions and are working perfectly.

Although the Town could be producing electricity from the turbines, there will be a delay until we receive a permit
to do so from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Knowing that the application process takes
considerable time, we began the filing process several months ago. However, we don’t expect to be on line and
selling electricity back to National Grid for another several months.

This has been an exciting and cost effective undertaking that wouldn’t have been 
possible without the continued support of the Board of Selectmen and other Town Boards.
A particular thanks is extended to the Highway Department for their 
invaluable help leading up to and through the installation. 

When coupled with the upcoming solar photovoltaic panel system at the 
Village School/Town Offices, these turbines will be spinning the Town towards 
its ambitious, yet attainable goal of energy independence.n

Below: Turbine being unpacked at Shaker Mill Dam site

All photos courtesy of Mark Webber

Right:
Turbine being installed
by worker with project
engineering firm Gary
St. Onge

Inset Above Right:
Turbine being moved
into place by WS
Highway Dept

Inset Below Right:
Looking down on the
complete turbine
assembly
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Community News & Events

Apple Pressing Day in West Stockbridge
You are invited for the second year to share in the
fun with Don and Carrie Johnson apple pressing at
the Barn, located at 176 Gt. Barrington Road (Route
41 south), West Stockbridge. Look for the “red apple
sign”! It will be held on October 10 from 12:00 noon
until 4:00 pm. The rain date will be Sunday, October
11. Come and enjoy some freshly made apple cider
donuts while they last. Bring some containers so you
can take some cider home.

Also, there will be a number of antique engines and
old equipment to see. This year the Community
Health Association will benefit from your generous
donations, if you wish to do so. 

St. Patrick’s Church to hold a 
Spaghetti Dinner

St. Patrick’s Church in West Stockbridge will hold its
annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, October 10
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in the Parish Center of St.
Patrick’s Church, 30 Albany Road, West Stockbridge.
The menu will include spaghetti with homemade
sauce and meatballs, fresh garden salad, bread/rolls,
dessert and beverages. The cost is $8.00 for adults
and $4.00 for children (4 to 10 years old); children
under 4 years old are free. The dinner is sponsored
by The Rosary Altar Sodality of St. Patrick’s Church.

West Stockbridge Police Offer 
Self Defense for Women Oct. 28

Could you effectively defend yourself if attacked?
Officer Rosario Messina of the West Stockbridge
Police Department has recently obtained certification
as a Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) Instructor and
he wants to teach women how to defend themselves.

RAD is a program of realistic, self-defense tactics
and techniques. This system is a comprehensive
course for women, which begins with awareness,
prevention, risk reduction and avoidance, while 
progressing on to the basics of hands-on defense
training. The RAD philosophy teaches women to
take advantage of the element of surprise and
requires a commitment on the woman’s part to strike
with intensity and purpose. Yes, you actually get to
hit Officer Messina and the other officers teaching
the program!

Officer Messina has joined up with the Officers
from the Stockbridge Police and Sheffield Police
Departments and together they will offer classes to
women of their communities. The first class will be
held on Wednesday, October 28 from 6:00 - 8:30 pm
at the Stockbridge Town Hall, with additional classes
November 4, 6 and 7.

Safety and survival in today’s world requires a definite
course of action. RAD provides effective options by
teaching women to take an active role in their own
self-defense.

The West Stockbridge Police Department plans to
offer the RAD program on a regular basis throughout
the year and can assure students that the more often
they take the class the more confident and effective
they will become at self defense.

For more information and/or to sign up for this class,
please contact Officer Messina at the West
Stockbridge Police Department, 413.232.8500.

Cultural Council Grants
The grant application deadline is October 15th.
Forms are available at the Town Offices or online at
www.massculturalcouncil.org (click on forms/
applications, click on local Cultural Council) or
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov. 

Individuals and/or groups may apply for events
throughout the calendar year or for the 2010
Zucchini Festival, which will be held on August 14,
2010. Applications should be mailed to The West
Stockbridge Cultural Council, PO Box 163, West
Stockbridge, MA, 01266. If you have any questions,
call Marjorie Powell at 413.232.0222.

Council On Aging Vacancies
The Board of Selectmen has accepted the 
resignations of long time Council on Aging members
Joan and Norwin Rehm, effective December 31,
2009. If you are interested in serving on the Council
on Aging Board, please contact the Board of
Selectmen’s Office at 413.232.0300 ext. 319 or
Admin@weststockbridge-ma.gov for more 
information.
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When the power’s out, we’re standing by.

If keeping candles and matches on hand is your idea of being 
prepared for a power outage, think again. They can’t keep your well

pump running, the furnace going, or your refrigerator working. 

To protect your home, even when you’re not there, rely on 
an automatic emergency power system that kicks in within 10 

seconds after the power goes out.

Call today for a free home evaluation.

413-698-3627
Serving the Berkshires, Northwest Connecticut and Columbia County

At least you’ll be able to 
see your pipes burst.

Berkshire Standby Power

Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Ingredients:
2 oranges
2 lemons
3 Tblsp. finely chopped ginger root
5 cups shredded and peeled zucchini
1 tart apple, cored, peeled, and grated
4 cups sugar

Slice the oranges and lemons into small strips, removing all of the seeds. Combine all of the ingredients and stir
over medium-high heat to dissolve the sugar. Then boil, stirring frequently until the mixture reaches a gel stage
(about 45 minutes). Ladle into hot, sterilized jars.

The judges faces lit up when they tasted this marmalade. It was truly delicious and very creative with
obvious texture and taste of zucchini. Awesome job Megan!!  

2ND
PRIZE

2ND PLACE PRIZE WINNER AT THE 
2009 ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL BAKING CONTEST
GINGERED-ZUCCHINI MARMALADE

Entered by Megan Murray of West Stockbridge

Notes From The Collector
By June Biggs, Town Collector

Second quarter preliminary Real Estate and Personal Property tax bills for FY2010 were mailed at the end of
September and are due November 2, 2009. Interest begins accruing on unpaid bills on November 3rd.

To insure that your payment arrives on time, please

• Mail a few days before the due date (a misdirected letter is still late)

• Remit payments to P. O. Box 365, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

• If you deliver payments to Town Hall when the office is closed, be sure to place it in the drop box to the
right of the Collector’s window.

• Pay online using your checking account , debit or credit card.

Check out the updated on-line payment system at www.weststockbridge-ma.gov. The site has been improved
and is now accessible through multiple browsers. The new “shopping cart” feature allows you to pay all your
FY2010 real estate and personal property tax bills at the same time. A schedule of fees (for credit card payments
only) is also available. There is still no charge when paying by check or with a debit card. The site is available
24 hours/day, 7 days/week, except from May 2 through June 30 when end-of-the-year late payments should
be handled in person.n

Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan, 17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

Great Berkshire Location
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

*Adjacent to the 24hr. Truck Stop
*Store Commercial & Home Goods
*Well Lit for 24/7 Access
*Fully Fenced & Security Gated
*Park Tractor Trailers, Cars, RVs
*Outdoor Plugs for Trucks

CALL NOW: 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com

Preparing the finest Vietnamese cuisine 
for 25 years. Many vegetarian choices. 

Take-out available.

3 Harris Street (opposite the Post Office)

413.232.4204

Please visit our retail shop.

WASHERS     DRYERS     RANGES    REFRIGERATORS    DISHWASHERS

ELECTRIC APPLIANCE
REPAIR

JOHN MASIERO

WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MASS. 01266

413-232-7063

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net
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What does October bring to the library? Well I can’t tell you everything but
here’s a preview of events and programs. 

Now that the weather is cooling off, why not stop in with the kids for Story
Hour on Saturdays at 11 am. As Halloween draws closer we have two Spooky
Story Hours to offer on the 29th and 30th at 4 pm. The Knitters are here on
Wednesdays from 2-4 pm. On Thursdays, from 4-6 pm, the Scrap Booking Group is here making 
memories come to life. 

Automation is in the home stretch with over 50% of the collection entered into the system. If you would
like to view the items that are in the system, feel free to stop by and use our online catalog or you can
check it out from home by visiting: http://wmars.cwmars.org/search~S104.  

One last friendly reminder: winter hours start this month. Though I know I’m not ready for winter, it is
just around the corner. Have a happy and safe month. We look forward to seeing you at the Library.n

Library News
By Danielle Chretien, Librarian

Art at the Library
Sponsored by The Friends of the Library

OCTOBER ARTIST:
LESLIE KLEIN

OCTOBER CALENDAR
DATE EVENT TIME

Wednesdays Knitting Group 2:00pm - 4:00pm

Thursdays Scrap Booking Group 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Saturdays Story Hour 11:00am

Oct. 29 and 30 Spooky Story Hour 4:00pm

The ancient quality of clay has been a fascination. Unearthed
during most archaeological quests, it survives; divulging the
history and traditions of the tribe, the fate of a civilization, and
the richness of their culture.

Creating contemporary artifacts, symbolic of ceremony, ritual
and in tribute to nature, transports me from the commonplace
into the tombs and sacred places of the ancient world.

Sculptural works are mostly slab constructed using a
stoneware clay body, and then low fired. Acrylic or oils are
then painted onto the fired clay, often with the addition of hand
rubbed metallic patinas. Some pieces incorporate other media
such as wood, metal, vintage trinkets and found objects.

WINTER HOURS:

Tuesdays: 12-5pm
Wednesdays: 1-5pm
Thursdays: 2-6pm
Fridays: 2-6pm
Saturdays: 10am- 2pm
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput Cooper,
413-717-2963, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki Grayson,
vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Karen Rusch, RuschDirect, 413-274-6800.

THE FRIENDS OF THE WEST STOCKBRIDGE LIBRARY PRESENT

MARSHALL JON FISHER 
AUTHOR OF 

A TERRIBLE SPLENDOR:
THREE EXTRAORDINARY MEN, A WORLD POISED FOR WAR, 

AND THE GREATEST TENNIS MATCH EVER PLAYED

Before Federer v. Nadal, before Borg v. McEnroe, 
the greatest tennis match ever played pitted the dominant

Don Budge against the seductively handsome 
Baron Gottfried von Cramm. This deciding 1937 

Davis Cup match, played on the hallowed 
Wimbledon grounds, was a battle of titans: 

the world’s No 1 tennis player against the No. 2; 
America against Germany; democracy against fascism.

For five superhuman sets, the duo’s 
brilliant shotmaking kept the Centre Court crowd – 

and the world – spellbound.

“Fisher has gotten hold of some mighty themes: 
war and peace, love and death, sports and savagery.…

A Terrible Splendor becomes as engrossing 
as the contest it portrays.”

– The Washington Post

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 7PM-9PM
WEST STOCKBRIDGE LIBRARY

Wines:
10% OFF
All Carlo Rossi
4 LT
and
Almaden Bag
in the Box

Liquor:
Sobieski Vodka
1.75 LT
$17.99
BUY NOW – 
Price will be 
rising in 
November!

Beer:
Check out our 
large selection of: 
Octoberfest Beers
Halloween Ales
Pumpkin Ale

WE NOW HAVE 
KENO TO GO!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good October 1-31, 2009

!

Photo by Stefan Hagen

Program on Changes in Medicare
Marge Ware, Regional Director for the SHINE
(Serving Health Informational Needs of Elders)
Program at Elder Services of Berkshire County, will
be speaking at the West Stockbridge Town Offices at
11:00 am on Thursday, October 29. Her presentation
entitled “Changes in the Medicare Program for
2010” coincides with the Annual Election Period
(AEP) for Medicare Part D prescription drug plans.
The information will focus on changes to the number
of plans available in Berkshire County, the price
changes and the formulary changes.n
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Redeemable Bottles
And Cans

The general rule for donating redeemable bottles
and cans for local civic groups:  

- If carbonated: YES
- If non-carbonated: NO

Note: Water bottles are not redeemable – put
them in the recycling bin. Only redeemables go
in the containers on the platform beside the
attendant’s office – nothing else. Please rinse
redeemable bottles and cans to discourage bees.

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm;
Sat. 8am-6pm
Phone: 232-0307    
Bill Pixley, Attendant

Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

September 2009
Bill Powers

Joe and Kathy Valenti

Louise and Ira Wasserberg

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY.
We couldn’t do it without your support! 

Keep the Local Yokel coming.
Please send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 23.)

October 1 Mark Viola, Jr.

October 5 Philip Lockenwitz
Stan and Sandy Kleiner

October 6 Jeanne Girdler

October 21 Sammy “Peanut” Rusch

October 26 Eunice Panzeri

October 28 Isabella Viola

October 29 Rob Spence

October Birthdays &
Anniversaries

PTA News
by Jenni Roy Hallock

What a wonderful Ice Cream Social to kick off the
year! Once again, SoCo donated ALL that ice
cream, and the weather cooperated for our outdoor
event. Our first meeting went well and we have
decided to meet this year at 3:30 pm on the second
Wednesday of each month at Muddy Brook.

We are busy at work putting together our student
directory, requesting students’ info, inputting data and
selling ads. Our Meadow Farms fundraiser, our biggest
fundraiser of this year, ends on October 5th, so please
contact your favorite student to make an order.

We are in production of a Local Coupon book to sell
and would love any input or help with that. Our website
has been updated and will be changing again soon, 
so keep checking us out at www.muddybrookpta.com.
Any input, questions or volunteering, call Jenni Roy
Hallock at 232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com.n
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;
Sat. by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;
Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory

Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 
Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of
_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up
myself.

!

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

October 2009 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

October 1

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Winter Hours begin at the Library – See Page 20

October 4 Full Moon

October 5 Planning Board 7:00pm Town Offices

October 6 Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

October 8 CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 1:00pm-3:00pm Town Offices

October 9 LOCAL YOKEL SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

October 10 Spaghetti Dinner 5:00pm-7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

October 11 Last Quarter Moon

October 12 COLUMBUS DAY    TOWN OFFICES CLOSED

October 17 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day 9:00am-1:00pm Gt. Barrington Recycle Center

October 18 New Moon

October 26
Board of Selectmen 6:30pm Town Offices

First Quarter Moon

October 28 RAD Self Defense Class Begins 6:00pm-8:30pm Stockbridge Town Offices

October 29 SHINE Program  11:00am-2:00pm Town Offices

October 31

HALLOWEEN

Trick or Treat 4:00pm-6:00pm

Halloween Parade 6:00pm Begins Downtown

Halloween Party After Parade Town Offices


