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At the annual town meeting this past month, the town voted overwhelmingly
to authorize the Board of Selectmen to transfer the Old Town Hall to the
West Stockbridge Historical Society. (The closing is planned for the end of
June.) This vote comes after four years of discussions, consideration of
various options and alternatives, and a formal Request for Proposal process
by the town. The vote represented the high level of support and interest in
our town’s history and heritage. (The petition in favor of saving the Old
Town Hall had over 400 signatures!). The Historical Society greatly 
appreciates the support from everyone in our town: residents, second
homeowners, long time residents and new arrivals, young and old, and 
particularly the Board of Selectmen. The question now is: once we have it,
what are we going to do with it?

The plan for the building is to turn it into a Historical Center and Museum
for West Stockbridge to serve all of the people. The second floor will be
restored to its original appearance. It will then be used to exhibit historical
artifacts with shows organized around special topics such as railroads,
mining, farming, prohibition, natural features, etc. The auditorium and
stage will be used for historical presentations like the Friends of the
Library presentations. It will also be available for meetings, talks, and 
concerts by other local civic organizations as in past times. Unfortunately,
it won’t be available for grammar school basketball as in the 1930’s, but it
will be heated!

(continued on page 15)

What’s Next for The Old Town Hall?
By Robert Salerno, Town Historian

Town Hall in the early 1900’s. Photo courtesy of Virginia Larkin
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April 20, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput
Cooper, Chair; Curt Wilton; and Michael Kirchner.
Also present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Special Permit for Restaurant. The Board discussed
taking final action on the Special Permit application
filed by Gennari Realty, LLC, to allow a restaurant at
2-4 Albany Road. The application was presented at a
Public Hearing on March 23 and continued at a meeting
April 6. Issues of parking, dumpster location and curb
cut having been properly addressed and shown on a
revised site plan, the Board voted unanimously to
approve the Special Permit, then executed a Notice 
of Decision detailing the Board’s findings.

Public Hearing for Liquor License. A Public
Hearing was held on an application for an All Alcohol
Beverages Restaurant license filed by Berkshire 32
Main Restaurant Group Corporation, Jean G. Khalaf,
Manager. The restaurant will be located at 32 Main
Street. The applicants were not present for the hearing.
Abutter Randy Thunfors raised the question of
whether a new Special Permit might be required in
order to re-open the restaurant. (The Village Oven,
which operated until last November at the same 
location, applied for and received a Special Permit to
open their restaurant.) The Board noted that the floor
plan submitted with the application is incomplete and
will need to show exact seating, which impacts the
number of parking spots required. The Board voted to
continue the Public Hearing in order to investigate the
Special Permit question and other deficiencies in the
application.

Solid Waste Contract. The Board opened bids for
Solid Waste and Recyclables Transportation and
Disposal. The current three-year contract runs out on
June 30. Bids were received from Valley Mill
Corporation, Master Garbologist, Inc., Allied Waste,
and Eco Waste Services. The Board voted to take the
bids under advisement in order to review them more
closely. 

Parks & Recreation Update. Tina Bardwell, 
representing the Parks and Recreation Commission,
provided the Board with an update on activities
including the upcoming dedication of the skateboard
park, updating of the Village School playground area
and equipment, and preparations being made for the 
annual opening of Card Pond. The Board thanked
Tina and the Commission for their efforts.

Other Business:

• The Board reviewed and signed the Annual Town
Meeting warrant.

• The Board approved a Use Request for youth soccer
programs at the Village School playing fields.

• The Board approved a Use Request for a Fire
Training exercise at the Village School parking area
and grounds.

• The Board executed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Southern Berkshire
Ambulance Service (SBAS) providing that SBAS
will respond to all ambulance calls south of Cobb
Road. Richmond/West Stockbridge ambulances 
will continue to respond to calls north of that 
point. This action formalizes existing practice.

• The Board approved the Building Inspector’s
request to hire
South County
Adjudication
Services in the
event that a
building or
zoning matter
requires third
party 
intervention or
facilitation.n

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111



3

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

Albany Road, West Stockbridge

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John

Preparing the finest Vietnamese cuisine 
for 25 years. Many vegetarian choices. 

Take-out available.

3 Harris Street (opposite the Post Office)

413.232.4204

Please visit our retail shop.
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2009 Annual Town Election Summary
By Tina Skorput Cooper, CMC/CMMC

The Annual Town Meeting of West Stockbridge was held on Monday, May 4, 2009. There were approximately
79 registered voters attending the meeting. Moderator Gene Dellea opened the meeting with a moment of
silence for G. Edward Desauliniers, long time Conservation Commission member, who passed away the 
previous week.

Articles 1 thru 11 were the usual “boiler plate” articles that give authorization to the various Town Officers
to run the day-to-day operations of our Town. Those articles passed with little or no discussion.  

Article 12 asked the voters to authorize the Board of Selectmen to designate a Town Board or Officer to
issue permits to persons who are making trenches in any public way, private property or privately owned
land. This article was accepted as read and passed.

Article 13 asked the voters to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey to the West Stockbridge Historical
Society for no consideration the building known as the “Old Town Hall.” The article passed unanimously. 

Article 14 asked the voters to fix the annual salaries of
various Town elected Officers. The article was approved as
presented.

Articles 15-24 the operating budgets, debit and interest
accounts, intergovernmental expenses, the school budgets
and miscellaneous expenses for each Town Department,
Office and Boards all passed.

Articles 25 thru 27 were funded by free cash 
appropriations and transfers from the stabilization account.
The voters voted to transfer from free cash $103,000 and
appropriate the same amount to the stabilization fund, then
voted to transfer from stabilization to the FY2010 Village
School Conversion Debit Service the sum of $228,000.
The voters approved a transfer from free cash in the
amount of $6,000 to conduct a state mandated dam safety
study on the Card Pond Dam.

Article 28 asked for the voters’ approval to close out the
“Town Hall Trust Account” The original intent of this
appropriation has been satisfied with the completion of
the conversion of the Village School to the Town Offices.
The balance remaining in this account will revert to free
cash. The article was so approved.

Articles 29 thru 33, the Sewer and Water operations and
maintenance budgets, Water Department Capital Costs, the
transfer of $1,000 from the dog trust fund to the Library
and the acceptance of the Revolving Accounts for various
Town Departments and/or Inspectors were also approved.

The Town meeting adjourned at approximately 8:00 pm.n

OFFICE TERM CANDIDATE
NUMBER
OF VOTES

Moderator 1 Year Eugene Dellea 171

Other 0

Blanks 15

Board of Selectmen 3 Years Tina Skorput Cooper 146

Other 1

Blanks 39

Board of Assessors 3 Years Jennifer Wilton 152

Other 0

Blanks 34

Board of Health 3 Years Dion M. Hall 59

Karen Zick 109

Other 0

Blanks 18

Finance Committee 3 Years William B. Kie 89

Other 0

Blanks 97

Finance Committee 3 Years Gary Schieneman 148

Other 0

Blanks 38

Library Trustees 3 Years Suzanne Hatch 110

Jennifer Tremblay Sturgis 68

Other 2

Blanks 6

Cemetery Commission 3 Years Holly Hamilton 157

Other 0

Blanks 29

Cemetery Commission 1 Year William P. Cooper 145

Other 0

Blanks 41

Planning Board 5 Years Beth Sack 54

Others 6

Blanks 126

2009 Annual Town Meeting Results
(Winners in bold)
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COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Public Health Services for Residents of

Richmond and West Stockbridge

441133 223322--00112222
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..cchhaawwss..ccoomm

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Board of Selectmen Vacancy

R. Michael Kirchner submitted his letter 
of resignation to the Town Clerk and Board of
Selectmen on Tuesday, May 12, 2009. Mr.
Kirchner stated his reason for the resignation
was due to job commitments.

The remaining members of the Board of
Selectmen met on Monday, May 18, 2009 and
voted to call a Special Election on Monday,
August 3, 2009 for the vacant Board of
Selectmen’s position.

Nomination papers are available at the Town
Clerk’s office until Thursday, June 11, 2009.
Any registered voter who would like to be
placed on the Special Election Ballot must
take out nomination papers and obtain at least
20 signatures of registered voters. Once the
candidate obtains the twenty signatures or
more he or she must submit the nomination
papers to the Town Clerk’s Office for 
certification no later than Monday, June 15,
2009 at 5:00pm.

The Town Clerk’s Office will hold a special
voter registration session on Tuesday, July 14,
2009 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and again from
7:00pm to 8:00pm.n
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Solar Power Coming to Town Hall
By Mark Webber, Admin. Assistant to the Board of Selectmen

On June 15th, the Board of Selectmen will accept proposals for the installation of a solar photovoltaic (PV)
system on the Village School/Town Offices rooftops. Our old school is uniquely suited to host a solar panel
array with its 16,000 square feet of flat roof space and unobstructed southern exposure. 

These proposals will be in the form of Power Purchase Agreements (PPA). PPAs utilize third-party financial
backing for energy generation and offer several advantages to the Town over traditional (tax-based) funding,
and work as follows:

•Working with a qualified solar energy company, a group of investors provides all project funding and is
responsible for the purchase, installation, operation and maintenance of the solar array for the term of
the agreement, which is typically 20 years.

•The electricity generated by the solar panels is sold directly to National Grid. For the power generated,
National Grid pays the investors an amount equal to the kilowatt/hour (kWh) rate charged to its 
residential customers.  

•The Town receives a “host benefit” of a direct reduction in its monthly utility bill, resulting in an 
estimated savings of $5,000 annually based on current billing. 

So, the Town avoids the up-front cost of purchasing and installing the solar panels and doesn’t have to worry
about the upkeep or operation of the system. We don’t pay a penny and we’ll see an immediate reduction in
our utility costs. Depending on the how the proposals read and the negotiated form of any final PPA 
agreement, the Town may execute a ‘buy-back’ option mid way through the 20-year agreement. Under such 
a scenario, the Town would then purchase the solar array at a discounted cost and receive the full income
from the electricity generated thereafter. Perhaps as important as saving a few dollars, we’ll also be doing 
our small part to conserve fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Our project, with an anticipated generating capacity of 75 kWh – 100 kWh, is considered to be on the small
end of traditional PPAs. More commonly used in the southern and western states, the Village School plan is
believed to be one the first of its type in the region using this alternative financing model.

A fundamental goal of those in local government is to recognize, then investigate, opportunities that provide
or promote improvements at the least cost. Not every scheme makes sense and rarely can we expect to hit
home runs. But, if this project works out as anticipated, it will result in a sharp single up the middle.n

Scott Wilton
Fine Furniture & Interiors

Restoration & Conservation
Repairs, regluing, veneers and replacements
Restoration and revitalization of old finishes
French Polish, varnish and painted surfaces

P.O Box 338
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

(413) 232-4349



7



8

CHA JUNE EVENT SCHEDULE
DAY DATES EVENT TIME PLACE

Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24 Office Blood
Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am West Stockbridge Town Offices

Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25 Richmond Blood
Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am Congregational Church

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Office Walk-In Clinic Hours:
Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  
West Stockbridge Town Hall
21 State Line Rd.
West Stockbridge, MA 
Phone: 413-232-0122     Fax: 413-232-0199  
email: Emilie@charws.com

Health and Wealth Program Description: The vision of the program is to promote wellness and to give people the
tools to create a foundation of health and well being in their own lives. Call us about our new “Get Fit” program.

Appointments are suggested for the office clinics, so please call 
Emilie Jarrett RN., CHA director, at 413.232.0122.

As we happily move into warmer weather, keep your skin healthy with this information
pulled together from the web site www.mayoclinic.com.

1. Protect your self from the sun. Ultraviolet light – the invisible but intense rays from the
sun – damages your skin, causing deep wrinkles; dry, rough skin; liver spots; and more
serious disorders, such as noncancerous (benign) and cancerous (malignant) skin tumors. 

• Choose a broad-spectrum sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) greater than 15. Apply liberally 20
minutes before going outdoors and reapply every two hours, after heavy sweating or after being in water.

•Avoid the sun during high-intensity hours. The sun’s rays are most damaging from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Reduce
the time you spend outdoors during these hours. 

•Wear protective clothing. Cover your skin with clothing, such as long-sleeved shirts, long pants and 
wide-brimmed hats.

2. Don’t smoke. Smoking accelerates aging of your skin and increases wrinkles. Skin changes from smoking 
can appear in young adults after 10 years of smoking. It’s also possible that repeated exposure to the heat from
burning cigarettes may damage your facial skin over time.

3. Wash your skin gently. Use warm water and limit bath time. Avoid strong soaps. They are most capable of
stripping oil from your skin and can leave your skin dry. Instead, choose mild soaps or detergent substitutes
with added oils and fats.

4. Moisturize regularly. Moisturizers help maintain your skin’s natural moisture levels. If you have sensitive
skin, look for products free of heavy dyes, perfumes or other additives. If your skin is oily, you may want to
skip moisturizing. 

Did you know that Community Health offers free nursing evaluations in your home or in our office for 
residents of Richmond and West Stockbridge? Give us a call at 413.232.0122. Visit our website and check
out our monthly schedule of events at www.charws.com.n

How to Keep Your Skin Healthy 
By Emilie Jarrett RN, BSN

Director of The Community Health Association



9

JLH
TREE-LANDSCAPE &

HOME REPAIR SERVICES
P.O. BOX #364

WEST STOCKBRIDGE • MA • 01266

413-232-4322
CELL 413-329-2332

OUTDOOR
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Tree Pruning

Tree Cabling • Tree Planting • Firewood
Brush Removal • Land Clearing • Mowing

Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up • Excavating
Lawn Seeding/Fertilizing • Driveway Repair

Drainage Repair • Power Washing
Curtain Drains • Topsoil • Snow Plowing

Snow Removal • Sanding • Patios • Walkways
Stone Walls • Deck Repairs • Fencing
Pool Maintenance • Foundation Drains

Brush Hogging and More!

INDOOR
Caretaking • Sheetrock • Tile Repairs • Painting

Crack Repairs • Windows • Doors
Roof Gutter Cleaning • Handyman Services

Cabinet Repairs • Screening • Window Cleaning
Winterizing • Energy Savings • Faucet Drips
Stove Cleaning • Doorbells • Picture Hanging

Insulation • Finish Carpentry • Crown Moldings
Wainscot • Handicap Bars & Ramps

Spring Cleaning • Small Job Specialist
Lock Replacement • Siding Repairs

Deck Repairs • Junk Removal and More!

PROFESSIONAL • RELIABLE • FULLY INSURED

Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Notes From The Collector’s Office
By June Biggs, Tax Collector

Preliminary Real Estate and Personal Property tax bills for FY2010 will be mailed at the end of June and are
due August 1, 2009. Interest begins accruing on unpaid bills on August 2nd.

To insure that your payment arrives on time (we do not use postmarks to determine timely payment), please:

• Mail a few days before the due date (a misdirected letter is still late).

• Be sure to use the correct address (since most town employees are part timers, delivery of mail directed
to another office can be delayed up to a full week or more) – my P.O. Box is 365.

• If you hand deliver payments to town hall when my office is closed, be sure to place it in the drop box
beside my window (mail left in other locations may not reach me in time).

• Use your checking account or debit card to pay online; go to www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and click on
“Pay Real Estate…”. There is no extra charge and it’s available 24 hours, day 7 days a week except from
May 2 until June 30 when end-of-the-year late payments should be handled in person.

Excise bills are issued in multiple batches throughout the year and are due on the due date indicated on your
bill, generally 30 days from the day they are mailed. There is no grace period and partial payment is not
accepted. You should pay your excise bill in full even if you plan to file for an abatement. When the abatement
is approved you will be issued a refund. This will avoid interest and late charges.

A reminder: A special town meeting recently approved an increase in demand fees for late payments from $5
to $10. That change takes effect on July 1, 2009.n

Young Entrepreneur
Establishes New
Business

The enterprising 17-year old
Emilie Timmons is the 
proprietor of The Petal Pusher,
a new business operating out of
the Tourist Information Booth
across from the Shaker Mill.
Emilie, daughter of Nancy and
Allen Timmons, plans to sell
fresh cut flowers, herbs and
perennials.

Photo by J. Parker
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Wines:
Woodbridge
All 1.5 LT
$14.99
Save $2.00

All Wines In a Box
10% Off

Liquor:
Beefeater Gin
750 ml
All Summer
$19.99

Knob Creek Bourbon
Father’s Day Special
750 ml $29.99

Beer:
Check out our 
large selection 
of craft beers!

WE NOW HAVE 
KENO TO GO!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good June 1-30, 2009

!

And Frozen 
Pizza!

Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

Great Berkshire Location
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

*Adjacent to the 24hr. Truck Stop
*Store Commercial & Home Goods
*Well Lit for 24/7 Access
*Fully Fenced & Security Gated
*Park Tractor Trailers, Cars, RVs
*Outdoor Plugs for Trucks

CALL NOW: 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com

Patriot Tile and Remodeling
Christopher Tonini  MASCL#100993

West Stockbridge, Mass.
Phone # (413)446-2996

Custom Ceramic Tile, Hardwood
Home Remodeling & Repairs

Licensed and Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Customer Service and Satisfaction Guaranteed

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659
Open Tues.-Sat. 9-4

email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

TTHHEE

FFLLOOOORR SSTTOORREE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com
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The 6th Annual Zucchini Festival 
NEEDS YOU!

As our annual town event gets bigger and better each year, so does
our need for volunteers. The Cultural Council and the Zucchini Festival
Committee (many of us wear both hats) is seeking to expand our volunteer
base this year.

There are two main ways we are looking for individuals to help out: first, by volunteering
the weekend of the festival, and secondly, by stepping up and volunteering your time
as a coordinator. Below is a list of coordinator positions for the festival. Each of
them is crucially important to running the festival; however, each position does
not involve a tremendous amount of your time.

PLEASE SERIOUSLY CONSIDER HOW MUCH YOU ENJOY THE FESTIVAL
AND HOW YOU COULD HELP THE ZUCCHINI COMMITTEE.

• To volunteer your assistance on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday (Aug. 7, 8, 9) please call
Sue Coxon at 
232-0137 or email her at scoxon417@yahoo.com.

• To volunteer for one of the coordinator positions listed below please call Kathleen Davis at 232-7784 or
email her at kathleen.davis@yahoo.com, Marge Powell at 232-0222 or email her at artifact@bcn.net.

Signage coordinator: Responsible for setting out signs before the Festival and on the day of the Festival.

Parking/traffic coordinator: Responsible for working with the highway and local police to deal with parking and
traffic for the Festival. Volunteer will also be in charge of the shuttle bus.

Decorating assistants: To work with decorating coordinator in planning, creating, and setting up decorations.

Electrical coordinator: Responsible for setting up generators and electric cords for festival needs.

Weigh-off coordinator: Responsible for setting up and dismantling weigh-off booth.

Rental coordinator: Responsible for security of rental equipment when the booths close in the afternoon. 

Fundraising volunteers: To collect festival prizes and assist in fundraising efforts.

WE NEED 

YOU!

Festival Committee Appeals for Funds

As the Zucchini Festival, now in its sixth year, grows larger, so do the expenses of running the festival.
Entertainment, decorations, supplies, advertising, rentals of tents and games are all part of the fabulous day
our town experiences – and part of our expenses. The evening fireworks alone last year cost $3,000. The need
for funds to put on the festival has grown as well. With the downturn in our economy, the Festival Committee
has come up with three ways in which you can help support our efforts:

1. Send a check in any amount to the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, P.O. Box 163, West Stockbridge,
MA 01266.

2. Drop your donation into the fireworks cans, which can be found in businesses around town.
3. Participate in the PartyLite Fundraiser as described in the accompanying article.
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When the power’s out, we’re standing by.

If keeping candles and matches on hand is your idea of being 
prepared for a power outage, think again. They can’t keep your well

pump running, the furnace going, or your refrigerator working. 

To protect your home, even when you’re not there, rely on 
an automatic emergency power system that kicks in within 10 

seconds after the power goes out.

Call today for a free home evaluation.

413-698-3627
Serving the Berkshires, Northwest Connecticut and Columbia County

At least you’ll be able to 
see your pipes burst.

Berkshire Standby Power

The Cultural Council here in West Stockbridge is fully aware of our economic times.
But we also need to raise money to fund Zucchini Festival. We are, therefore, going to
put a little twist on fundraising this year. Lynn Ryan, who serves on Cultural Council, 
works for a company called Partylite. They produce a wide variety of high quality candles
and accessories. Partylite launched a very generous fundraising program on May 1st and
Lynn has suggested that we give it a try. We are also going to make it fun with a little 
friendly competition.

Here’s how we need it to work: We are looking for volunteers (hopefully 50-100) to sell candles to
family and friends. It’s really easy with select items similar to a “Girl Scout” cookie chart. Whoever sells the
most by June 30th will win 10% (Lynn’s pay) of the total of the fundraiser. This could end up being a lot of
money if enough people volunteer and successfully sell. For example, if the fundraiser total is $5,000 the winner

gets $500. If the total is $10,000 the winner gets
$1,000 and so on. The winner will also be recognized
at “Zuke Fest.” We truly hope that everyone will
come aboard to help us, with very little effort, so
this year’s festival will be the best ever! Please 
contact Lynn at 232-7758 for details or to pick up a
fundraising packet as soon as possible. You may also
e-mail her at waxonwheels2655@yahoo.com. 
Thank you for your support!n

VOLUNTER
TODAY!

Shine a Light On a Worthy Cause!



Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

1 cup medium barley
2 (16 oz.) cans black beans, rinsed and drained
2 cups frozen corn, thawed
2 tomatoes, chopped
1 orange bell pepper, chopped
1 yellow bell pepper, chopped
2 cups cubed Havarti cheese
1 cup plain yogurt
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup creamy honey dijon salad dressing
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

Cook barley as directed. While barley is cooking,
combine mayonnaise, yogurt, salad dressing, and
Parmesan cheese in large bowl and mix well. Add
black beans, corn, tomatoes, peppers, and Havarti
cheese and stir gently to mix. When barley is tender,
drain well and stir into the salad. Chill at least 2 hours
before serving. Makes 8-10 servings. You may make
the dressing from scratch (instead of store bought) by
mixing mayonnaise, Dijon mustard, honey and a little
olive oil together until creamy.

ATTENTION! Start thinking about those great 
zucchini recipes and enter the Baking Contest at Zuke
Fest. It does not have to be a baked item, but ALL
entries must have zucchini as an ingredient. The prizes
are awesome! Call me to register as soon as you can.
This has become VERY popular and we may have to
cut people who don’t pre-register. I can’t wait to see
what turns up this year! 

– Lynn

Barley Black Bean Salad
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Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan, 17
Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Share your marriage vows 
with nature at:

West Center 
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road, West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call: 

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October

Video Store Closes
In what is perhaps another sign of the times, the
West Stockbridge Video Store is closing its doors
with a “going out of business sale.” We’ll miss the
friendly, helpful staff and browsing the shelves in the
cozy shop.
Thanks for
the memo-
ries, Sven!n

Photo by 
J. Parker
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(Old Town Hall, continued from page 1)

The museum portion will display and conserve
reminders of over 200 years of the Town’s development
and change. The Society will collect memorabilia
ranging from old photos, paintings, letters and maps,
and artifacts tracing our Town’s varied history. It will
serve as a reminder of the ebb and flow of people,
industry, homes and physical appearance. It will
attract not only passersby but local residents and 
students who should be made aware of what has
gone before and the living history of present time.

The former Treasurer’s office will be a history
research center with computer access to historical
files and the internet. Initially, the files of historical
material already held by the Historical Society
would be moved in. A campaign will then be
launched to elicit historical materials already held by
local people. As display/storage space is established,
historical topics will be selected, researched, and 
displayed. The initial physical item displayed and
researched will be The Old Town Hall itself.

The first floor will be used to store and preserve 
historical artifacts and documents not currently on 
display. It will also be used as preparation space for
exhibits prior to their installation in the museum’s 2nd
floor exhibit space. We will also make it available for
other civic groups on a cost sharing arrangement.

There is much work to do to clean and restore the
space and make it energy efficient. We will be
applying for matching grants from various government
and historic entities for planning, restoration and
education. We will also be seeking contributions
from everyone in the form of time, skills, memories,
artifacts, money and good wishes. This is a great
project for our town and will be something for
everyone to enjoy and be proud of.n

The Official Printer of the Local Yokel!



16

Library News
By Danielle Chretien, Librarian

Summer is officially about to start in a week or two, but the sun is shining. As school
is winding down, everyone has a bit more time on their hands. Keep in mind that
when you want a good
book for the beach or
a movie for those rainy
days, we’re here. 

As you may have
noticed from the signs
and hour cards, 
summer hours start
this month: from June
1 to September 30, the
Library will be open an extra four hours a week! 

In addition to regular programming, we will begin our Summer Reading Craft Times this month. On June
4, from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, we have ‘Space Bookmarks’ – come in and make your official Summer Reading
bookmark! Then on June 18, we have ‘Space Totes’ – decorate your very own tote to carry valuables.
Space is limited so pre-register. Remember to sign up on http://www.readsinma.org/weststockbridge to
keep the captain’s log of your travels updated. 

With automation under way, the collection will be in a constant state of movement. If there is a book or
DVD that you are looking for but cannot find, please let us know. We may have the item behind the desk
for processing. If you are looking to help with the automation process please contact the Library. 

Lastly, the West Stockbridge Friends of the
Library Book Sale is open when the Library is
open. If you would like to view the books for
sale please stop by during Library hours. That is
all for this month. Jodi and I look forward to
seeing you soon.n

NEW SUMMER
HOURS:

Tuesdays: 1-6pm
Wednesdays: 1-7pm
Thursdays: 2-7pm
Fridays: 2-6pm
Saturdays: 10am- 3pm

MUSEUM DAY 
PASSES AVAILABLE
AT THE LIBRARY

BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN, STOCKBRIDGE
(Admission for 4 – Children under 12 free) 

BERKSHIRE MUSEUM, PITTSFIELD
(Admission for 4 – Excluding special events)

CLARK MUSEUM, WILLIAMSTOWN      
(Admission for 2 - Children free)  

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION, VARIOUS PARKS
(Parking & admission for one car)

HANCOCK SHAKER VILLAGE, PITTSFIELD
(Admission for 2 Adults & 2 Children, under 12 Free)

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM, STOCKBRIDGE   
(Admission for 4)

THE MOUNT, LENOX
(Admission for 1 - Half price admission for 2nd)    

Passes may be obtained during Library hours. 
PASSES MUST BE RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY.

Art at the Library
GARY SCHIENEMAN
OILS/PASTELS/WATERCOLORS
Gary Schieneman will be exhibiting examples of his
artworks at the Library during the month of June.
Gary’s paintings feature Berkshire landscapes in 
various mediums.

JUNE PROGRAMS
DATE EVENT TIME

Wednesdays Knitting Group 2:00pm - 4:00pm

Thursdays Scrap Booking Group 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Saturdays Story Time 11:00am

June 4 Crafts: Space Bookmarks 4:30pm - 6:30pm

June 18 Crafts: Space Tote 4:30pm - 6:30pm

BOOK DONATIONS REQUEST
The Friends of the West Stockbridge Library are
requesting donations for their annual July book sale.
Books in GOOD CONDITION may be dropped off
at the library during summer operating hours.
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-717-2963, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Karen Rusch, RuschDirect, 413-274-6800.

YOUNG ARTIST’S PROGRAM FOR 
WEST STOCKBRIDGE STUDENTS – 
WEEKENDERS WELCOME!
The Friends of the Library are sponsoring a summer “Young Artists Program.” West
Stockbridge students (weekenders welcome) are invited to display samples of their artwork
at the library.

JULY: HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE STUDENTS
AUGUST: ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS  
MEDIA: Crafts/Drawings/Paintings/Photography

If you wish to participate in the program, here’s all you need to do:
1: Send an e-mail to weststockbridgelibrary@gmail.com by the deadline
2: Include the following information:

Name
Age
School
Phone number
Month you wish to enter
Medium
E-mail address

DEADLINES:
July Exhibit:

Monday, June 8

August Exhibit:
Monday, July 6

Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

May 2009
John and Angie Korte
James and Eve Orlow

Mary Panzeri
CC Cave and Peter Rothstein

Elizabeth Foulser and Richard Svoboda

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY.
We couldn’t do it without your support! 

Keep the Local Yokel coming.
Please send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 19.)

WASHERS     DRYERS     RANGES    REFRIGERATORS    DISHWASHERS

ELECTRIC APPLIANCE
REPAIR

JOHN MASIERO

WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MASS. 01266

413-232-7063

******************************************************
Local Yokel Classified:
GARDENERS: FREE use of land for a 
victory garden! Call: (413) 232-4360.

******************************************************
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Community News & Events

Hours Change at the Town Offices
The Offices of the Town Clerk and Board of
Assessors changed their hours in May. The Town
Clerk will now be open Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, and
Friday mornings from 8:00 am to 12 noon. The
Board of Assessors Office will be open Tuesday
evenings from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Wednesday
and Thursday afternoons from 2:30 pm to 5:00
pm, and Saturdays by appointment.

Tag Sale Permits Required
Tag Sale Permits are required when you plan on
having a tag, garage or yard sale. The cost is only
$5.00 and you can obtain a permit through the
Board of Selectmen’s Office by calling 
232-0300 ext. 319. The permit is issued for three
days and you cannot have more than three sales a
year. If you would like more information, please
contact the Board of Selectmen’s Office.

Dog Owners are Reminded
Dog owners have until June 19 to license their
dog(s) without paying the late fee. All dogs not
licensed as of June 21 will be charged the regular
licensing fee plus a late fee. Also, please remember
that when you are out walking your dog(s), to
clean up after them. The Town Clerk’s office and
the Animal Control Officer has had phone calls
in the recent month asking if any fines can be
assessed for dog owners who do not clean up
after their dogs. At this time the Town does not
have a “Pooper Scooper” bylaw, but we hope that
residents will have the common courtesy to
respect their neighbors’ property and to clean up
after their dogs when necessary. 

West Stockbridge Beautification
Over $2,000 (plus some important gifts in-kind)
has been raised so far for the Town’s annual
Beautification plantings, says Nancy Timmons,
who took over the project from Sandra Hotchkiss
this year. Nancy thanks all those who have 
supported the effort to date. Donations may be
sent to: West Stockbridge Beautification, PO Box
48, West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

June Birthdays &
Anniversaries

June 1 Vinnie Fruet

June 2 In memory of William P. Cooper

June 8 Tricia Skorput

June 13 Jakie Dupont

June 24 Karl Cooper

June 26 Adelaide Rusch
Connie Lockenwitz

June 30 Pam and Ron Race

Please sort your batteries:
Regular and alkaline batteries can be 
disposed of in the regular
trash.

Button batteries (e.g.
some toys, hearing
aids, electronics) and
rechargeable batteries
are considered hazardous
waste and should be separated
and given to the attendant for
disposal.

Car batteries can be taken to Troy’s Garage.

Hours: Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm;
Sat. 8am-6pm
Phone: 232-0307    
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;
Sat. by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 1pm-6pm; Wed. 1pm-7pm;
Thurs. 2pm-7pm; 2-6pm; Sat. 10-3pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 
Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of
_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up
myself.

!

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

June 2009 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

June 1
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

June 4
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

June 7 Class of 2009 MMRHS Graduation Day 1:30pm Tanglewood

June 9 Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 10 - June 12 Town Clerk’s Office Closed – attending Town Clerk Conference

June 14 FLAG DAY

June 15 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 16 Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 17 Council on Aging Meeting 11:00am Town Offices

June 18
CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 2:00-4:00pm Town Offices

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

June 21
FIRST DAY OF SUMMER

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

June 24 CARD POND OPENING DAY

June 29 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices


