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February 9, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput

Cooper, Chair; Curt Wilton. Michael Kirchner not
present.

Tree Warden’s Report. The Board reviewed former
Tree Warden William Kie’s report on the previous year
and discussed whether or not to include it in the
upcoming Annual Town Report.

Waste Disposal. The Board executed an agreement
for the Town to participate in the South Berkshire
Household Hazardous Waste Program for 2009. The
Board also reviewed a draft Request for Proposals
(RFP) for solid waste disposal after June 30.  

Heating Oil Price. The Board discussed locking
in next winter’s heating oil price. The Berkshire Group
Purchasing collaborative has expanded the options.
The Town can now lock in during two thirty-day periods
in February and August. The current price for next
winter delivery is approximately $1.95/gallon.

Snow Emergency. Highway Superintendent Curt
Wilton informed the Board that the Highway
Department is over budget in the current year Snow
and Ice budget. He requested that the Board declare a
snow emergency, allowing the Town to deficit spend
for snow removal. The Board voted to declare a Snow
Emergency, effective immediately. 

February 23, 2009
Open Meeting. Present: Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair;

Curt Wilton; Michael Kirchner via teleconference. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Liquor License Hearings. The Board will hold
Public Hearings on March 23 for liquor license 
applications by the Shaker Mill Restaurant and a
restaurant planned for 2-4 Albany Road. The Board
instructed Administrative Assistant Mark Webber to
contact the Gennari family to request detailed 
operation plans for their restaurant application prior 
to the hearing.

Used Car License. Mike Kirchner asked
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber to research
whether a physical location is required for a Used Car
License. The question was prompted by an inquiry to
apply for a license for Internet sales.

Town Offices Parking. Fire Chief Peter Skorput
informed the Board of the need to prevent cars from
parking on the ‘loop’ section of the driveway at the
Village School/Town Offices. Especially with the
snow banks, it would be impossible for a fire vehicle
to get around to the side or rear of the building. The
Board will ask the Police Dept. to monitor parking and
inform drivers where to park.

Draft Budget. The Board reviewed the FY 2010
draft budget line by line. Most departments and offices
have held their budget requests to current levels. The
Board will ask the Cemetery Commission to reduce
their request for tree removal from $7,500 to a lower
amount. The Board also questioned the need to
increase the Library budget by 4% since 53% of the
current year budget is unspent with approximately
40% of the fiscal year remaining. With the exception
of the few items needing clarification, the Board voted
to approve the FY 2010 draft budget as proposed. If
current figures hold, raises and appropriations will be 
up less than 2% from the current year. 

March 17, 2009
Joint meeting with Finance Committee. Present:

Selectmen Tina Skorput Cooper and Curt Wilton;
Finance Committee members Robert Salerno, Gary
Schieneman and Julia Krahm. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Draft Budget. The Board and Finance Committee
reviewed the FY 2010 draft budget. Administrative
Assistant Mark Webber presented the highlights. The
only major outstanding item is the Berkshire Hills
Regional School District (BHRSD) operating and 
capital budgets. For this meeting, the most recent
BHRSD figures were used. If the BHRSD budget
stays level, the overall FY 2010 Town budget will
increase approximately 0.6% over the current year. 

The largest increases were for the Council on
Aging; Health Insurance and County Retirement. The

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)
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Board and Finance Committee agreed not to grant the
budget increase requested by the Library, which is
expected to end the year with a surplus and indications
are that State Aid to Libraries will not be cut as deeply
as previously thought. Similarly, it was agreed that the
Tree Warden should be level funded for FY 2010
instead of granting the proposed increase.

The Board and Finance Committee agreed on the
proposed draft budget and the Annual Town Meeting
warrant as presented. Finance Committee member
Julia Krahm commended the Board for bringing in a
reasonable FY 2010 Town budget.

Wetlands Consultant. The Board then voted to
make the Town Wetlands Consultant a Special
Municipal Employee. This will allow the Conservation
Commission to hire a wetlands consultant to review
cases on the Commission’s behalf, yet allow that same
person to represent clients before the Board at some
time in the future.

Audit Report. Greg Winters, representing Thomas
Scanlon, CPA, presented the FY 2008 audit and 
management findings to the Board and the Finance
Committee. Regarding the management findings,
Town Treasurer Karen Williams pointed out that the
finding calling for periodic review of the Treasurer’s
investments should be modified since the Treasurer
does meet with the Finance Committee on a scheduled
basis to review the Town’s investments. Management
findings rectified from the previous year are as follows:
cash reconciliation is now being completed on a 
timely basis; corrections were made in how deposits
are credited to Cemetery Perpetual Care and Perpetual
Care Interest; and there have been no more instances
of vendor checks being dispersed without first appearing
on a warrant signed by the Selectmen.

The financial statements were then presented and
discussed. Overall, according to the audit report, the
Town remains in sound fiscal shape with overall sound
financial management. Free cash has been drawn
down to lower levels than usual because of substantial
one-time purchases and debt payments made the previous
year. However, the Town still has in excess of
$500,000 in its Stabilization Fund. Complete copies of
the FY 2008 Town audit and management report are
available for public viewing in the Town Clerk’s office.n

Patriot Tile and Remodeling
Christopher Tonini  MASCL#100993

West Stockbridge, Mass.
Phone # (413)446-2996

Custom Ceramic Tile, Hardwood
Home Remodeling & Repairs

Licensed and Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Customer Service and Satisfaction Guaranteed

Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Dear Residents of West Stockbridge,

As you may know, I have been in charge of the town
flowers since the summer of 2003. It all started
six years ago with Barbara Tonini stepping down
from doing the flowers and I stepped in to keep
the tradition alive. Since then, I have designed,
planted, watered and worried over the flowers
like a nervous mother. I purchased baskets for
the bridges, hung hanging baskets from the 
utility poles and managed to enlist some much-
needed help from others in town.

Of course none of this would have been
possible without your donations! For that
I say "thank you" and express that I have
truly enjoyed volunteering my time to this
effort. I would also like to thank Sarah
Thorne -- for making me laugh, for sweating
and getting sunburnt together, for watering
and worrying and for always being there for
me. And Peter Thorne who always found time
to water and make it seem so manageable. To
my husband Joel, for always being there for
me even when I had to scream at you. Susan
Leo, who stayed on the bridges with me until
dark and then returned the next day to finish.
Curt Wilton, who on his off duty hours watered the
plants, stored the containers, created a watering
device and always stayed so calm. The Downtown 
merchants, who were instrumental in getting this off
the ground with me. Also to Henry Baldwin who
always gave me the best dirt! Thank you all.

Unfortunately, I must announce that I am unable to
continue in this capacity due to my commitment to
running our Perks Café full time. (Perks is open
Wed - Sun 9-4 pm serving breakfast, lunch, coffee
drinks, smoothies and bakery items). 

I would like the flower tradition to continue and
am looking for a replacement for the WSB (West
Stockbridge Beautification).  Please call me at
232-0200 if you are interested in taking over
this tradition of "keeping our town beautiful."

Sincerely, 

Sandra J. Hotchkiss

Sandra Hotchkiss (top) has 
organized and run the West
Stockbridge Beautification
program for the past six years.
She is stepping down to
devote more time to her 
business, Perks in the Berks.
Anyone interested in “stepping
up”?

Photos courtesy WSB
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Good news! The Shaker Mill Tavern will be
opening the first week in May. I met with Dominick
Luchi, one of the owners, for a tour and information
about the good food and good times to come.

Dominick moved to West Stockbridge with his
family as a child from Long Island. The first job
he ever had was as a dishwasher in 1981 at the
Shaker Mill Tavern. He and his father did the
construction of the outdoor space at the Tavern
in 1989. He is a builder and has his own con-
struction company – it had never occurred to
him that one day he would own and manage this
restaurant.  

The food will be primarily Italian using
many Luchi family recipes. While the name of
the chef has yet to be announced, his sisters,
Sandra and Jeanette, will make the sauces. His
wife, Michelle, whom I am told is a
wonderful cook, will help in the
kitchen. And his son Dominick and
his girlfriend Ashley (a culinary
student) will be making pizzas.
There will be thin crust pizza with
16 different toppings and French
bread pizza. Seafood will come
from his sister Beth Anne’s fish
market in Connecticut. He plans to
use locally raised beef and pork,
and vegetables from local farms. In
addition, there will be homemade

soups and a bar menu with items such as burgers,
fries, wings and calamari. A couple of the non-
Italian specialties that will be made by his sisters are
stuffed cabbage and pierogi, traditional recipes from
the part of the family that is Ukrainian. 

(Continued on page 14)

Business Profile
The Shaker Mill Tavern

By Vicki Grayson

Above: The Tavern features stained glass
windows, 1920’s style lighting, old wood
floors, a gigantic bar and a huge stone
fireplace.

Left: Dominick Luchi, one of the new 
owners of the Shaker Mill Tavern, set to
open the first week of May.

Photos by: Vicki Grayson

The Official Printer of the Local Yokel! WASHERS     DRYERS     RANGES    REFRIGERATORS    DISHWASHERS

ELECTRIC APPLIANCE
REPAIR

JOHN MASIERO

WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MASS. 01266

413-232-7063
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CHA MARCH EVENT SCHEDULE
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

April 1 Office Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am West Stockbridge Town Offices

April 2 Richmond Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am Congregational Church

April 8 Office Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am West Stockbridge Town Offices

April 9 Richmond Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am Congregational Church

April 15 Office Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am West Stockbridge Town Offices

April 16 Richmond Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am Congregational Church

April 22 Office Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am West Stockbridge Town Offices

April 23 Richmond Blood Pressure Clinic 9:00am-10:00am Congregational Church

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Office Walk-In Clinic Hours:
Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  
West Stockbridge Town Hall
21 State Line Rd.
West Stockbridge, MA 
Phone: 413-232-0122 
Fax: 413-232-0199  
email: Emilie@charws.com

Health and Wealth Program Description: The vision of the program is to promote wellness 
and to give people the tools to create a foundation of health and well being in their own lives.

Call us about our new “Get Fit” program.
Appointments are suggested for the office clinics, so please call 

Emilie Jarrett RN., CHA director, at 413.232.0122.

As mentioned on the Berkshire Health Systems (BHS) web site, the “Walk With Me in the Berkshires” 
program encourages people to exercise through walking or running by providing free pedometers to participants
and a step-reporting system that allows them to track their step increases each week.

The first 1,500 community residents who register to participate in 2009 will receive their free pedometers as
members of walking teams made up of anywhere between 2 and 20 people per team. The goal of the program is
to increase your step count each week. Week 1 is a base-line reporting week, giving you the base-line number to
use as you work to increase your walking each successive week throughout the six week program. April 7 at
10:00 am is the registration date. 

Registration instructions:
A team name is needed as well as a designated captain. Captains will need from each team member: name,

age, town, and T-shirt size. The team captain will need to register at www.iberkshires.com on April 7. Click on
the “Walk With Me” logo, then click on the “community” link and enter the information for your team.

If you would like assistance or are interested in joining the Community Health Association team, please feel
free to contact Emilie Jarrett at 413.232.0122. Let’s all participate!

Did you know that Community Health offers free nursing evaluations in your home or in our office for 
residents of Richmond and West Stockbridge? Give us a call at 413.232.0122. Visit our website and check out
our monthly schedule of events at www.charws.com.n

“Walk With Me in the Berkshires”
Community Health Association promotes Berkshire Health Systems program.
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Members of the Finance Committee and the Board
of Selectmen met in open session on March 17th to
finalize the FY 2010 Town budget and participate in
the FY 2008 annual audit exit conference. 

The session began with a final presentation of the
FY 2010 Town spending plan. Both the Finance
Committee and the Selectmen had reviewed next year’s
budget during several separate board meetings and
were now meeting jointly to finalize the warrant to be
acted on at the May 4 Annual Town Meeting.

Reflective of the Selectmen’s call to hold 
spending as close to current year levels, Town
Departments and Officers responded with FY 2010
budget requests that, for the most part, were able to
hold the line and in some cases, reduce spending for
the next fiscal year.

Historically, spending on education accounts for
approximately two-thirds of local monies raised, so 
any movement in the annual school budget has an
asymmetrical impact on overall Town spending.
Fortunately, it looks like the Berkshire Hills assessment
to West Stockbridge will be down slightly for FY 2010.
However, the Town’s overall budget will be up slightly
next year because of an increase in unavoidable fixed
costs – most notably, health insurance and retirement.
But, even with these increases, the FY 2010 budget
will be up just over one-half of one percent.  

FY 2008 Annual Audit
Following joint approval of the FY 2010 draft

budget, the Finance Committee and Selectmen 
participated in a FY 2008 audit exit conference. The
session was led by Greg Winters, a principle with the
Town’s auditing firm Thomas Scanlon Associates, CPA.

Mr. Winters’ presentation began with a detailed
Management Report, which spoke to improvements
and corrections made based on the prior year’s audit
report. Areas that need improvement were discussed as
well and included recommendations for a better flow of
information between the offices of Collector,
Assessors, Accountant and Treasurer. A copy of the
Management Report will be included in the Town’s
Annual Report.

The evening concluded with the Auditor’s 
presentation of FY 2008 financials. Highlights 
included: revenue surpluses in both the water and
sewer enterprise funds; a reduction in the Town’s free
cash from the previous year due to a higher than 
usual use to
reduce the impact
of construction
borrowing for the
Village School
renovation; and
healthy reserves
in the Town’s
Stabilization
Fund. An edited
version of the
fifty page 
financial report
will also be
included in the
Annual Town
Report.n

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

Selectmen and Finance Committee Approve Draft Budget FY 2010
Mark Webber, Administrative Assistant
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When the power’s out, we’re standing by.

If keeping candles and matches on hand is your idea of being 
prepared for a power outage, think again. They can’t keep your well

pump running, the furnace going, or your refrigerator working. 

To protect your home, even when you’re not there, rely on 
an automatic emergency power system that kicks in within 10 

seconds after the power goes out.

Call today for a free home evaluation.

413-698-3627
Serving the Berkshires, Northwest Connecticut and Columbia County

At least you’ll be able to 
see your pipes burst.

Berkshire Standby Power
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Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

441133--332299--22333322 // 223322--44332222

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

TREE SERVICES:
Tree and Brush Removal

Cabling
Pruning

Land Clearing

Spring Cleanups
Home Repair

Drainage and Driveway Repair
Caretaking

Material Hauling

WEST STOCKBRIDGE
TOWN CLEANUP

SATURDAY
APRIL 25TH

COME TO THE FIREHOUSE 
BETWEEN  9 & 10am FOR VESTS AND BAGS.

BRING YOUR GLOVES AND YOUR FRIENDS!

CALL PETER @ 232-7042 FOR MORE INFO

Peter Thorne gets an early start
on Town Cleanup Day.

Photo: Karen Rusch
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The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Public Health Services for Residents of

Richmond and West Stockbridge

441133 223322--00112222
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..cchhaawwss..ccoomm

Monday, April 27, 2009
7:00 PM

at the Town Offices of the Village School

Be an informed Voter. Meet the candidates running for 
various Town Offices in the Annual Town Elections. Come ask questions 

or just listen to the candidates. Get involved in our community!

Sponsored by The West Stockbridge Local Yokel
Refreshments will be served
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Community Health Programs, Inc.
(CHP) has recently been awarded an
outreach van by the State of
Massachusetts Department of Public
Health. We are calling this mobile
outreach unit “CHP on Wheels,” and
we are very excited about this incredible
opportunity. The van will allow us to
reach out into the Southern Berkshire
community and spread the word as to
how Community Health Programs
can help local individuals.  

CHP has a broad range of health
and wellness programs, including:
CHP Health Center, CHP Dental
Center, CHP Barrington OB/GYN,
CHP Neighborhood Health Center,
South Berkshire WIC (Women,
Infants and Children), CHP First
Steps, CHP Healthy Communities
Access Program (HCAP), CHP
Family Network, CHP Care
Coordination Program, South Berkshire Youth Coalition, and CHP Nutrition Services.  

CHP on Wheels currently offers education, screenings, and referrals to CHP’s programs. For example, on any
given day on the van, a person might be able to have an HCAP nurse check their blood pressure, heart rate and

cholesterol, apply for WIC assistance via a remote ‘virtual terminal,’ or have
their Body Mass Index (BMI) calculated and receive counseling about
“nutrition on a budget” from a Certified Nutritionist. CHP outreach staff
also include a Mass Health enrollment specialist, who can answer questions
about Mass Health insurance options and assist with enrollment.

The van is a fully functional healthcare site, containing an exam room
and everything necessary to provide medical exams and screenings. We are
in the process of obtaining full site licensure, which will enable us to expand
the services we currently offer directly from this mobile unit. In the future,
we plan to host guest agencies as well, ensuring that members of the 
community have access to the many medical and social services available 
to them. 

CHP on Wheels travels all over South Berkshire County and you 
are sure to see it around town as we gear up for better weather. The 
schedule can be found on the Master Calendar on CHP’s website 
(www.communityhealthprograms.org) and in the Shopper’s Guide “Health
and Fitness” section. We invite you to stop by and check us out!n

CHP On Wheels
By Allison Rada, Children’s Health Program

Community Health Programs (CHP) has recently been awarded an outreach
van by the State of Massachusetts Department of Public Health. “CHP on
Wheels” offers education, screenings, and referrals to residents of south
Berkshire County.

Photo courtesy of CHP
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Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659
Open Tues.-Sat. 9-4

email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4Adjacent to 24hr. Truck Stop
4Store Commercial & Home Goods
4Well Lit for 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Security Gated
4 Park Tractor Trailers, Cars, RVs
4Outdoor Plugs for Trucks

CALL NOW: 
SAVE 2 MONTHS RENT!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com



Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan, 17
Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

This is an old Shaker recipe and a very
delicate dish

Ingredients:
6 large tart apples
1 Tblsp. butter
1 cup sugar
4 eggs
Cinnamon and nutmeg to taste

Peel the apples and cut into chunks. Cover with
water and cook to a very soft mush. Beat out all
the lumps. Add the butter, sugar, and spices. Set
aside and cool. Beat the eggs and add to the apple
mixture. Bake in a shallow, buttered dish for 15-
20 minutes at 300 degrees until browned. It’s sim-
ple just like the Shakers but oh so good especially
served with pork or ham, perhaps on Easter or for
a Sunday brunch. Serves 4.

Apple Omelet

(Shaker Mill Tavern, continued from page 6)

The bar area will have lots of entertainment: a pool
table; dart boards; a jukebox (an iPod type system
with thousands of songs); trivia games on monitors
at the bar; and three large screen TVs. There is a ten-
tative plan for the future to have live entertainment
once a month – all different kinds of music and 
possibly comedy.

In line with making the restaurant a place for the
whole community, prices will be reasonable: lunch
will be under $10 and dinner entrees under $20.
There will also be a lot of familiar faces working
there, including some of the staff from the former
Village Oven. In the summer there will be tables
outside. It will be open 11:30 am-10:00 pm Sunday-
Thursday, and 11:30 am-1:00 am Friday-Saturday.

The space itself is fabulous: stained glass windows,
old style lighting from the 1920’s, a really gigantic
bar, old wood floors with a beautiful patina, a huge
wood-burning stone fireplace, a stone gas fireplace,
a beautiful wood ceiling. There is space for rent on
the 2nd floor. It can be used for offices and since
there is another kitchen upstairs it could also be used
for catering and parties. 

We are all looking forward to a new restaurant in
town and wish the new owners the best of luck!n

Please sort your batteries:
Regular and alkaline batteries can be 
disposed of in the regular trash.

Button batteries (e.g. some toys, hearing aids,
electronics) and rechargeable batteries are
considered hazardous waste and should be
separated and given to the attendant for disposal.

Car batteries can be taken to Troy’s Garage.

Hours: Tues., Thurs.
10am-6pm;
Sat. 8am-6pm
Phone: 232-0307    
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:

Parks & Recreation News
Spring is here! We have a few dates for you to

put aside on your calendar:

• West Stockbridge Skate Day, May 23, 1:00 -
5:00 pm. This will be our official grand opening
for our newly renovated Skate Park that David
Eddy headed up for us. Competitions, food,
music and a dedication – will be fun for all!
Rain date is May 30.

• Card Pond will officially open June 2 from
12-4. Let us know if you know anybody who
might be interested in giving swimming lessons
there. We have been looking!

Come join us for our next meeting, Tuesday.
April 7th at 6:30 at The Town Hall. For questions or
comments contact Jenni at 232-4322 or
jenniroy1@gmail.com.n

14
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PTA News
By Jenni Roy Hallock

Please check out our changes on our website at
www.muddybrookpta.com. We have been working
hard to compile our minutes, common forms, lists of
the programs we fund and more. We are searching
for school-related pictures to load, so if you have
any that you would like to see up there, fill out our
picture release form and email your picture to us.

Please don’t forget to keep saving your box tops
and Campbell’s soup labels. Feel free to bring them
to The Floor Store or call Jenni to pick them up
from you. For questions and comments contact Jenni
Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com. 

Our next meeting is April 8th, at 3:45 pm (NEW
TIME) at Muddy Brook. Free childcare is available
if you call Cathy Finkle at Muddy Brook ahead of
time.n

Wines:
Beringer 
Founders
All Types
1.5 LT
$17.99

Liquor:
Jamieson 1.75 LT
$39.99

Carolans
Irish Cream
750ml
$9.99

Beer:

All 30 Packs
10% OFF!

WE NOW HAVE 
KENO TO GO!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good April 1-30, 2009

!

And Frozen 
Pizza!

April Birthdays
April 7th Shannon Hallock

April 15th Joseph P. Roy

April 18th Mark Viola, Sr.

April 24th Jake Wolters
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As the rhyme goes, “April showers bring May flowers.” Let’s hope that we
have just the right amount of showers and not too many. If April is anything like
March, I’m sure it will just fly by. It has been a busy month here at the Library
and with the new season comes many changes.  

I’m extremely happy to announce that the Library has signed the contract with C/W MARS to
begin automation this month. This means that over the course of the next year the Library will be 
creating an online catalog, which will searchable from anywhere there is internet access. In a few
months the Library will issue Library cards to all its patrons. If you already have a Library card to one
of the many C/W MARS libraries in the area (such as Great Barrington, Lenox and Lee) your current
card will work here as well. If you don’t have a card please stop by and get one – I will let everyone
know when we will start issuing them. Once this process is completed the circulation will also be 
automated. All of this is a huge change and will take some time but Jodi and I can’t wait to get started.
Within the next month we will be looking for volunteers to help with placing barcodes on items and

other tasks. If you are interested please
contact me at the Library. 

The second large change that will
be happening over these next few
months is that Nancy Kearns’ term is
coming to an end. Nancy is the
President of the Library’s Board of
Trustees and will not be running again

for the position. I would like to thank Nancy for all her hard work and dedication to the West
Stockbridge Public Library. If you see her around town I hope that you will do the same. 

The Friends of the Library (FOL) Annual Book Sale has expanded and is now open when the
Library is open. Stop by and browse the large selection of books. Since the Book Sale opened, the
Library has received a large number of donations. Please keep in mind that not all of the donated
items will be placed in the collection; some will be donated to the FOL Book Sale. 

Over the past two months, Library use and circulation have grown. Please keep coming in; we will
do our best to meet your needs. If there is a program that you would like the Library to have, or a
book or DVD, please let us know. We have a suggestion can located by the computers and it is
checked weekly. Have a sunny month with not too much rain. 

– Danielle and Jodi. 

Library News
By Danielle Chretien

LIBRARY CALENDAR FOR MARCH
DATE EVENT TIME

Every Wednesday Knitting Group 2:00pm

Every Thursday Scrap Booking Group 4:00pm - 6:00pm

First Friday of the month Book Club 6:00pm

Saturdays Story Time 11:00am

SUPER SAVINGS ON USED BOOKS!
HARD COVERS: $1.00.
PAPERBACKS: $.50

WIDE SELECTION AVAILABLE: ADULT FICTION,
NON-FICTION & CHILDREN’S BOOKS

The Friends of the West Stockbridge Library have opened an on-going USED
BOOK SALE at the Town Offices. The sale room is directly across the hall
from the Library and will be open during regular library hours. Please check in
at the Library prior to browsing the Book Sale Room. Selected books may be
paid for at the Library.

ATTENTION LOCAL
ARTISTS:

DISPLAY SAMPLES 
OF YOUR ARTWORK AT THE

WEST STOCKBRIDGE
LIBRARY

If you would like to Participate
in the Friends of the Library
monthly “Art at the Library”

program, please contact Nancy
Trionfo (413) 232-4345.
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Local Yokel Donor Roll Call
March 2009

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-717-2963, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Karen Rusch, RuschDirect, 413-274-6800.

276 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230

413-528-5648
information@adventureus.net

Andrew and Laurie Alpert
Lee Binder

Joanne Kassen Campbell
John and Brenda Elling

Robert Elliott
Richard Friedman

Jill and Hal Gaffin
Robert and Irma Gal

Henry and Kathryn Gallitano
Stephanie and Bob Gittleman

Andi and Jeff Goodman
John Hagler

Anna Hoffman
Alane House

Robert and Judith Korostoff
John and Julia Krahm

The Levins
Thomas and Kathryn Lobasso

Bill Loeb

Alice McNally
John and Marcia Miner
Sharon and Irving Picard
Shantara and Michael Polizzi
Eileen Quinn
Martine Reed
Malcolm and B J Salter
John and Alta Skorput
Patricia and Gary Soldati
Herbert Stein
Dita and Robert Stieglitz
Dorothy Hotchkiss and Fran Toolin
Gerald Bertiger and Nancy Travers
Barbara and Joe Tremblay
Larry Vaber
Fr. C J Waitekus
Judith Wehrenberg

In memory of George Michel, who loved
the people of West Stockbridge

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without your support! 
Keep the Local Yokel coming. Please send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 19.)

And thanks 
to everyone who 
made a donation 

using our donation jars
around Town. Every

penny helps!
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Community News & Events

A Note from Chief Skorput
The Local Yokel Annual Fundraiser raised over

$1,100 for the West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue
Services. The funds were used to purchase a set of
turnout gear. The members of the Fire and Rescue
Services would like to thank the people who thru
their generosity helped to reach this goal.

Stockbridge Grange Monthly Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will hold a public

Baked Ham dinner on Sunday April 19th, 2009 at
the Grange Hall on Church Street in Stockbridge.
The dinner will be held from 1:00pm to 2:00pm.
The cost for adults is $10.00 and $5.00 for children
under 12 years of age. Take-out is available by 
calling 413.298.3185.

West Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club
The West Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club is

open. Book your parties at the Club, such as 
wedding receptions, graduation parties, stags and
bachelorette parties. Please call the club at
413.232.4275 for further information and to book
your event. The Sportsmen’s Club is also looking
for new members. The cost for a membership
is $25.   

Food For Thought: Bridges of Peace
and Hope

Bridges of Peace and Hope is an international
network of students, teachers, and artists working
together on educational and artistic projects that
enhance learning; promote respect, cooperation
and understanding; and create meaningful, 
positive connections with others around the world.
Schools in 12 countries and students from more
than 40 countries have participated in “Bridges of
Peace and Hope” projects. 

On Monday, April 27, John Farrell, founder of
Bridges of Peace and Hope will do a presentation
that will include information about the project,
photos, video, and music. The “These Are Our
Hopes” Quilt will also be displayed. The program
is sponsored by the West Stockbridge

Congregational Church at 45 Main Street, West
Stockbridge. It begins at 6:00 pm and includes a
soup/salad/bread meal. The program and meal are
free and open to the public.

A Note From Our Postmaster
West Stockbridge Postmaster Colleen Wich

announced that on May 11 first class mail rates
will increase as follows:

Letter: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 cents
Postcard: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 cents
Canadian letter/postcard:  . . . 75 cents
Mexico letter/postcard: . . . . . 79 cents
All other International 
letters/postcards:  . . . . . . . . . 98 cents

For more information go to www.usps.com.
There will be plenty of Forever and 2 cent stamps
available to ease the transition.  

On another note, due to the economic times
we have not been able to hire a replacement for
Cheri Rieke; who retired last April. We have been
borrowing help from different Post Offices. Please
be patient, it has been difficult. It is very important
to use your correct PO Box number or mailing
address due to the changing staff members.

Parking for Town Offices at 
Village School 

Board of Selectmen Chair and Town Clerk
Tina Skorput Cooper advises residents and 
visitors to the Town Offices at the Village School
that there is a large parking lot in the back for
long-term parking. The parking in front of the
building (around the circle and in front of the
Town Offices) is for fifteen minutes or less and
handicap parking.

When everyone chooses to park out front it
can become a safety issue. The front of the 
building, driveway and sides need to be kept clear
for emergency vehicle access at all times. So next
time you are at the Town Offices for a meeting or
to visit the Library, please use the parking lot
around the back.
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12 Noon-5pm; Wed. 1-5pm;
Thurs. and Fri. 2-6pm; Sat. 10-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 
Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can at our
Contribution Jars you’ll see around town.

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of
_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up
myself.

!

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

APRIL 2009 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

April 1 April Fool’s Day

April 2
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

April 6 Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

April 7 Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

April 8
Muddy Brook PTA Meeting 3:45pm Muddy Brook Elementary School

1st Night of Passover

April 9 CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 2:00-4:00pm Town Offices

April 10

Good Friday

Good Friday Service 7:00pm Congregational Church

Local Yokel Deadline

April 12

Happy Easter!

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 6:00am Open Air Chapel, West Center Road

Easter Festival Worship 10:00am Congregational Church

April 14 Voter Registration Session
1:00-4:00pm &
7:00-8:00pm

Town Clerk’s Office

April 19 Stockbridge Grange Monthly Dinner 1:00-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

April 20 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

April 21 Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

April 27

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

Food for Thought: Bridges of Peace 6:00pm Congregational Church

Meet The Candidates 7:00pm Town Offices


