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Share your marriage vows
with nature at:

West Center
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road,West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call:

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October
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August 18, 2008
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput

Cooper, Chair; Curt Wilton. Absent: Michael
Kirchner. Also present: Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber.

Zucchini Festival.Marge Powell of the Cultural
Council reported on the event, noting that 200
residents volunteered or helped out in some way,
that it was was the biggest and best organized yet,
and all the merchants did well.

Festival storage was also discussed. Currently,
items are stored in private homes. Marge requested
space in a Town building, preferably heated. The
Board restated their position that the Old Town Hall
is not an option. Curt Wilton said that with proper
organization there is plenty of room in the Village
School building. Marge will organize the items and
meet with the custodian. Tina Skorput Cooper would
prefer a storage shed on Village School grounds that
could be shared by the Cultural Council and Parks &
Recreation, although limited storage space in the
basement would be appropriate.

Fire Hydrant Dispute. James Mercer, owner of
the Housatonic Water Works Company (HWWC),
which serves West Stockbridge residents on High
Street and parts of Williamsville and Pixley Hill,
and his attorney William Martin, addressed the
Board about the Town’s refusal to pay monthly rental

fees for fire hydrants owned by HWWC.

Mr. Mercer said the Town missed its opportunity
to object to paying rental charges during the
Department of Utilities rate hearings last year.
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber responded
that the Town may have missed the hearing but the
Town’s refusal to pay for the hydrants has been the
Town’s position for a number of years. The hydrants
don’t work, they offer no fire protection, and are
nothing more than flushing valves for the system.

Fire Chief Peter Skorput said his fire trucks
cannot use the hydrants in Williamsville and Pixley
Hill because the low water volume would ruin the
pumps on the fire trucks. For this reason, the
previous Fire Chief installed a standpipe in the
Williams River so that fire trucks could fill their
tanks in the event of a fire. The Town stopped
paying rent on these hydrants at least 10 years ago
because they couldn’t be used as fire hydrants.

Following further discussion, Mr. Mercer and the

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited
summaries of Board minutes, which are available
in full and unedited on the Town web site at
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at theTown offices.)

(continued on page 6)
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Special Town Meeting
By Tina Skorput Cooper, CMC CMMC

Town Clerk,West Stockbridge

The West Stockbridge Board of Selectmen held a
Special Town Meeting on Monday, September 8, 2008.
Approximately 25 voters attended the meeting and the
following was the results of the meeting:

• Article 1: Voted to transfer the sum of $36,000
from the Town Hall Trust Account for the purpose of
installing hydroelectric turbines at the Shaker Mill Dam.

• Article 2: Voted to raise and appropriate the sum
of $19,000 for the purpose of installing hydroelectric
turbines at the Shaker Mill Dam.

• The Town, thru its Agent, will apply for a
reimbursement grant equal to the entire cost of the
project ($55,000) from the Massachusetts Technology
Collaborative for the above articles.

• Article 3: Voted to raise and appropriate the sum
of $15,000 and to transfer the same amount to the FY
2009 Town Counsel Account.

Massachusetts State
Primary Results

By Tina Skorput Cooper, CMC CMMC
Town Clerk,West Stockbridge

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 was the
Massachusetts State Primary. 159 of the 1,027
Active Registered Voters came to the polls to cast their
ballots. The Democratic Ballot had the only races on it
and the results from those races are as follows:

Senator in Congress:

John F. Kerry 124 votes

Edward J. O’Reilly 19 votes

Rep. In Congress:

John W. Olver 111 votes

Robert A. Feuer 31 votes

147 Voters cast Democratic Ballots and 12 Voters
Cast Republican Ballots. No votes were cast for the
Working Families Party or the Green-Rainbow Party.

Parks & Recreation News
By Jenni Roy-Hallock

Halloween is right around the corner and if you
have ideas or the ability to help put together our
annual Halloween party after Trick-or-Treating,
come join us! We’ll have hotdogs and refreshments
and are looking for people to bring side dishes.
Chili, baked goods & Mac & Cheese are good
examples - but everything goes with hotdogs! Watch
for posters announcing Trick or Treat time and let us
know if you would like to be part of our planning
stages.

We are also in the process of getting the last
information together towards a large renovation of
our Skate Park at the Town Hall. Dave Eddy has
been working on this plan for years and we are close
to getting everything in order for that. Next meeting
is October 7th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm at the Town Hall. All
are welcome. Call or email if you can’t make it -
Jenni Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or
jenniroy1@gmail.com.

Wines:
Red Sox Wines:

Manny Being Merlot

CaberKnuckle

Schilling Schardonnay

750 ml
$9.99

Liquor:
New:

Amsterdam

Gin
1.75 LT $19.99
LT $14.99
750ml $12.99

Beer:
October Fest
and
Pumpkin
In Stock!

WE NOW HAVE
KENO TO GO!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good October 1-31, 2008

�



In March 1993, Scott Cole opened Caffe Pomo
d’Oro in West Stockbridge. This was his first venture
into the commercial restaurant business. “It was like
suddenly being immersed in a foreign language,”
Cole said. “You either have to learn it…or not.”

Cole grew up in NewYork City and Albany. After
earning a Fine Arts degree, he lived in NewYork
City, painting, and composing music. But he also
dreamt of a life in the country. Then, in 1992, he
moved into a cottage in Austerlitz, and shortly
afterward, happened upon some space available in
The Train Station of West Stockbridge. Drawn to the
space (which had at various times been an ice cream
shop, a clothing store, a diner, and once an important
stop on the Albany/Boston railroad line), he knew
right away that he wanted to open a restaurant there.

Business was brisk from the start, and it wasn’t
long before Caffe Pomo d’Oro came into its own.
Cole’s upbringing in what he describes as a “semi-
culinary” household—his stepmother, a food and
wine critic, was “passionate” about cooking—had
served him well. In addition, his travels in Europe
had fine-tuned his knowledge of the culinary arts.

Cole has an affinity for simple Italian fare.
“There’s something about rustic Italian cooking,”
he said. “For example, you might have a gorgeous
tomato…why do anything to it?” he said, intimating
that a good cook’s prime objective should be to
emphasize basic, intrinsic flavors. “That’s been our
approach here.”

Cole’s approach has clearly been a success. The
restaurant’s buttermilk pancakes—“unadorned for
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Business Profile
Caffe Pomo d’Oro–Fine Food, Fine Art (Or, Golden Apples at the Train Station)

Story and Photos by Brucie Jacobs

Above: Scott Cole opened Caffe Pomo d’Oro 15 years ago in the Train Stationi on Depot Street.



Caffe Pomo d’Oro is a
lively, inviting place, a
place where you can bask
in the warmth of good
food and companionship.
It provides a respite from
this world’s often frantic
pace. An eclectic mix
of music plays in the
background, large
windows let in streams of
sunlight, and an uplifting
energy seems to thrive
here. Moreover, the art on
the walls enhances the
atmosphere. Given
Cole’s artistic talents
and experience, it’s no
surprise that his choice of
paintings at any given
time blends so well with
the restaurant’s pleasant
ambiance. On display
now (and for sale) are

landscapes painted by Harry Orlyk from Salem,
NewYork.

Cole’s clientele generally falls within a
three-pronged customer pool. Local people
(including second home owners in the area over
the summer and during weekends) frequent the
restaurant on a regular basis. There are of course
many day-trippers. And some customers will drive
an hour or more to eat at this wonderful place. Cole
remarked with a smile that West Stockbridge seems
to be evolving into a popular “culinary destination.”

Caffe Pomo d’Oro is open 7 days a week from 8
AM until 3 PM during the summer months. In the
fall, it is open every day except for Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, and in the winter Cole generally opens
Friday through Sunday. Though he now has several
employees, Cole, who lives in West Stockbridge
and keeps a studio in Pittsfield, finds that free time
is hard to come by. When not immersed in the
restaurant business, he is often busy painting and
composing music.

If you haven’t been to Caffe Pomo d’Oro (6
Depot Street; telephone 232-4616) you’re missing
out on one of West Stockbridge’s most unique and
very special places. �
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the purist, or with
raspberries and/or
blueberries”– are always
in high demand. Fluffy
omelets, served with herb
roasted potatoes and toast,
are hard to resist. Other
breakfast choices include
currant cream scones with
butter and jam, as well as
McCann’s Irish rolled oats
topped with raisins, wal-
nuts, brown sugar, maple
syrup, bananas, or berries.

The extensive lunch
menu includes antipasti as
colorful as they are tasty,
organic salads tossed with
Cole’s homemade signa-
ture dressing, hot and
cold sandwiches (smoked
trout, brie, smoked
turkey, smoked salmon,
and more), bruschetta,
prosciutto di Parma, and pate maison. The
homemade soups are wonderfully filling.

Coffee and tea aficionados are right at home here,
for the coffee is excellent, the tisanes and teas (white,
green, and black) a treat for the palette. Tempting
desserts and other baked goods at the restaurant are
plentiful, though choosing among a slice of
fresh-from-the-oven blueberry or pumpkin pie, a
rich brownie, lemon square, or pecan tart is not an
easy task. With the exception of bagels and certain
breads, Cole makes all his baked goods from scratch,
sometimes starting as early as four in the morning.

Cole is one of the founding members of
“Berkshire Grown,” the local organization that for
years has been promoting community-supported
agriculture and locally produced foods, flowers,
and plants. Often relying on deliveries from local
farmers, Cole prepares meals with as many local,
organic ingredients as possible.

Numerous specialty food items are available
for purchase at the restaurant. Among them are
olives, cheeses, tomato paste, olive oil, bottled
drinks, jams and jellies and marmalades, gourmet
crackers, and pastas.

Above: Tempting desserts and other baked goods
are plentiful.
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 2)
Board agreed the Town would pay past and
continuing rent charges on the two fire hydrants
on High Street, and would write a letter requesting
DPU rate hearings be re-opened to remove or
reallocate rent income from the two hydrants in the
Williamsville section. Chief Skorput requested pump
flow test data on the High Street hydrants
to be sure the hydrants are capable of providing
fire protection. He said residents serviced by
the hydrants should receive a discount in their
homeowners insurance if the hydrants have
sufficient ISO rating.

Public Hearing. A Public Hearing to consider a
Change of Manager application for the West
Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club was continued until
September 15 at 7:00 PM in order to give Club
Directors more time to come up with a Manager.

Tree Matters. Tree Warden Jim Hallock updated
the Board on several issues:

Maple Street resident Dan Howard has requested
a large tree be trimmed because of danger to his
utility shed. Mr. Howard claims the tree is on a Town
road (Orchard Street). The street has never been used
or open to the public, but is shown on the Assessor’s
Map. Mark Webber will contact the Assessors on the
status of the road, and Mr. Hallock will speak with
the Building Inspector to help determine the location
of the tree and shed.

Mr. Hallock has determined that a tree adjacent to
the John Pons property on Lenox Road is a Town tree
and will be taken down. Curt Wilton noted that Mr.
Pons was correct and the Board thanked Mr. Pons for
his patience.

Mr. Hallock has met with National Grid and
reviewed plans and timetables for tree trimming along
Rte. 41. In addition to the trees being removed,
National Grid will allow $10,000 for tree replacement
to be used as the Town sees fit for tree plantings. The
Board and Tree Warden will prepare a planting plan.
Mr. Hallock asked if there is a Town-owned site where
trees taken down can be stockpiled so that
residents could cut them up for firewood. Normally,
the trees are taken to a wood dump in Sheffield.
The Board responded there is no practical spot for
stockpiling, but residents can make arrangements
directly with the company doing the tree work.

Mr. Hallock is conducting an inventory of dead
and dying Town trees and will furnish the list to the
Board when complete.

Other Items:

• Parks & Recreation will fund a storage cabinet
to be built in the gymnasium to store basketballs for
use by youth organizations.

• The Board approved a request from the
Community Health Program playgroup to continue
using the Village School gymnasium on Tuesday
mornings.

• Curt Wilton noted that the Highway Department
is doing its best to catch up with maintenance of the
Town’s gravel roads, which has fallen behind because
of rain.

• The Town Accountant has submitted all
documents to the Department of Revenue for the
Schedule A (the Town was late in submitting this year).

• At the request of the Parks & Recreation
Commission, the Board will sponsor a Notice of
Intent (NOI) for aquatic weed removal at Card Pond.

• The COA van will be returned to the dealer
tomorrow to have some items corrected before
putting the van into operation. Repairs are expected
to take about two weeks.

• The Board reviewed articles for the September 8
Special Town Meeting. The main reason for
the meeting is to seek an appropriation for the
installation of turbines at the Shaker Mill Dam.
The project will be reimbursed through a grant,
but the Town needs to fund the project upfront.

• The Town received a semi-annual payment of
$3,915 for recyclables sent to the Springfield MERF
recycling facility.

• The Town has received a grant from the
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative for solar
powered lighting for the Village School flagpole and
veteran’s monument.

September 8, 2008
Open Meeting. Present: Selectmen Tina Skorput

Cooper, Chair; Curt Wilton. Not present: Michael
Kirchner. Also present: Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber.

Rouge Ramp. Rouge owner William Merelle and
his building consultant Dan Sartori spoke with the

(continued on page 10)



Rosario says
he got to know
quite a few of the
local people
while he was
working here as
bank manager, a
process which
has continued
since he joined
the WSPD. He
finds the trust
that comes from
that personal
connection is
important in his
current role,
observing: that as

a result, “People feel more comfortable talking to
you.” Asked how townsfolk reacted to his change of
hats, so to speak, Rosario says at first there were a
few “double takes” and people who said “I saw
someone who looks just like you…”

Along with Police Chief Michael Stanton,
Rosario is the only other full-time officer on the
WSPD (he generally works the 4 pm to midnight
shift). In our small town, that means you’ll probably
have plenty of opportunity to meet him. I think
you’ll enjoy getting to know him, as I did. So say
hello, but remember – if you want a loan, you’ll
have to see someone else! �
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Rosario Messina: From Banker to Police Officer
Story and Photo by John J. Parker

I first met Rosario
Messina eight years
ago when my wife
and I applied for a
mortgage to buy our
home in West
Stockbridge. At the
time, Rosario was the
branch manager for
Berkshire Bank here in
town. He was very
helpful, and – to make
a long story short – we
got our mortgage. Fast
forward to today, and
we find Rosario still
helping people, but
he’s traded in his
banker’s suit for the uniform of a police
officer. How did that come about, I wondered…

Born in Sicily, Rosario Messina moved to the
U.S. at the age of 11. He grew up in Great
Barrington, attending Searles School and graduating
from Monument Mountain Regional High School.
After two years studying business at Berkshire
Community College, Rosario went into banking,
which became his career for the next 20 years.

But a lifetime in banking was not enough for
Rosario, and he started working part-time for the
Great Barrington and West Stockbridge police
departments. Finally, West Stockbridge offered him
the opportunity to go full-time, and he jumped at the
chance. “I always wanted to do this,” says Rosario
about his switch of careers, “I wanted to help
people, to make a difference.”

Last year, Rosario attended the Western
Massachusetts Regional Academy in Springfield for
six months of full-time study. The Academy
curriculum includes criminal and constitutional law,
defense tactics and firearms, driving techniques,
first aid and water rescue, and much more. Rosario
was the oldest in his class, but he found his age and
maturity to be “a plus,” and is proud of having
completed the rigorous course.

Continuing our series on the West Stockbridge Police Department…

276 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230

413-528-5648
information@adventureus.net
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I have two important pieces of information to pass
along to taxpayers this month.

The first is important information concerning your
preliminary FY09 real estate tax: As a result of an
error committed by our software representative, your
FY 2009 preliminary tax (the bills you received on
July 1 and October 1) was based on your FY 2007 net
real estate tax amount. It should have been based on
your FY 2008 net real estate tax amount. This error
will not affect the total amount of tax you will pay for
FY 2009 - it only affects how much you pay in the
first two quarters versus how much you pay in the last
two quarters. For most of you, the tax bills you
received were slightly lower than they should have
been. If, however, your property changed significantly
between fiscal years 2007 and 2008, your FY09
preliminary tax may be much higher or lower than it
should have been.

Because the first and second quarter tax bills are
based on an estimated tax amount, any differences
will be resolved when the final FY 2009 amount is
computed in December. Actual tax is computed using
the Town’s FY 2009 tax rate (not yet determined) and
the certified value of your property (also not yet
determined.)

If you feel that your preliminary tax amount was
significantly higher than it should have been, you may
be eligible for a preliminary balance adjustment. You
may contact the Assessors at 232-0300 x 303 to have
your specific tax bill(s) reviewed.

The second item involves on-line payment of real
estate and personal property taxes. Many of you have
requested this service and we are anticipating having
it in place by January 1, 2009. During the next two
months you will be receiving more information on
this service which will be accessible by a link on the
Town’s website www.weststockbridge-ma.gov. �

Notes from the Collector
By June Biggs, Tax Collector



Cultural Council Grants

The grant application deadline is October
15th. Forms are available at Town Hall or online
at www.massculturalcouncil.org (click on
forms/applications, click on Local Cultural
Council). Individuals and/or groups may apply
for events throughout the calendar year or for
the Zucchini Festival, which will be held on
August 8, 2009. Applications should be mailed
to West Stockbridge Cultural Council, PO Box
163, West Stockbridge, MA 01266. If you have
any questions, call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222.

Muddy Brook Craft Fair

Saturday, October 25th, 10-4 pm

Craft Booths still available

muddybrookcraftfair@yahoo.com
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Jim Hallock& Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

441133--332299--22333322 // 223322--44332222

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

TREE SERVICES:
Tree and Brush Removal

Cabling
Pruning

Land Clearing
Fall Cleanup

Call Soon for Plowing
Drainage and Driveway Repair

Caretaking
Material Hauling

PTA News
By Jenni Roy Hallock 

What a successful Ice Cream Social we had!
Thanks to SoCo for donating ALL that amazing ice
cream. We had a great start to our membership
drive and many of the sub-committees are filling
up. We still need more people for the Silent Online
Auction, Catherine’s Chocolates fundraiser for
Valentine’s Day, and for our Dance committee.

We already have a bunch of box tops, Tyson
labels, Campbell’s labels and Coke tops coming in.
We hope to break our record this year. Remember,
you too can add to that by bringing your box tops,
labels and Coke tops to The Floor Store on Main
Street. We have a Gift Wrap fundraiser going on
right now, and our Annual Craft Fair is on October
25th, 10-4 at Muddy Brook. If you are interested in
more information on any of this, please call 
Jenni Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or email at 
muddybrookpta@yahoo.com. �
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(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 6)
Board about placing a temporary handicap ramp partly
on Town property. The ramp is needed until the
restaurant’s addition is completed and a permanent
ramp is in place. The Board approved the request. 

Mutual Aid Agreement. Lou Oggiani, the Town’s
Emergency Management Coordinator, spoke to the
Board about a mutual aid agreement most towns in
southern Berkshire have signed and recommends that
West Stockbridge sign it as well. Similar agreements
are in place among police and fire services, but this
agreement would be more comprehensive and is being
pushed by Homeland Security. The agreement would
allow for compensation during declared emergencies
for towns that send personnel to other towns. The
agreement requires Town Meeting approval. The
Board agrees to place an article on the next available
Town Meeting warrant.

Meeting Schedule. The Board will go back to its
regular weekly meeting schedule beginning Sept. 15. 

Special Town Meeting. The Board suspended its
regular meeting to conduct a Special Town Meeting,
then reconvened.

Police Matters. Chief of Police Michael Stanton
presented the names of six part-time Police Officers for
consideration for appointment during the upcoming
year: Thomas Rubino, Frank Murphy, Brandon
Gallagher, Gary Mitchell, Matthew Sutton and Michael
Jezak. Chief Stanton stated that all are qualified and
trained for the position. The six officers were appointed
“with the provision of being aware of hours worked.” 

Window Painting. The Board approved a request
to allow Halloween window painting in the Library, if
the event takes place.

Health Agent. The Board accepted a letter of 
resignation from John Olander, the Town’s Health
Agent (shared with Richmond and Lanesboro). John 
is retiring from Lanesboro, effective August 31, 2008,
but will continue working for Richmond and West
Stockbridge.

Fire Hydrants. The Board reviewed a letter sent
by Housatonic Water Works Company (HWWC) to
the Department of Public Utilities requesting that the
DPU consider a limited re-opening of their recent
HWWC rate hearing for the purpose of either 
reallocating or eliminating rental charges to the Town
of West Stockbridge for two “fire hydrants” that don’t
offer fire protection to the residents that they serve.

Court Ruling. The Board reviewed a ruling from
Federal Judge Ponsor (Springfield), dismissing all
federal conspiracy and conflict of interest charges
brought against the Town and Town officials by John
S. Lane, Co. 

Dam Plan. The State Office of Dam Safety has
granted a 90 day extension to Fuss and O’Neill, engi-
neering contractors hired to perform the State required
Emergency Action Plan for the Shaker Mill Dam. �

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net
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Fall Health Fair for Richmond and West Stockbridge
The Community Health Association will hold a health fair Monday, October 27, from 9 am to 1 pm

at the Richmond Post Office – a free offering of health services and information programs open to 
residents of Richmond and West Stockbridge.

Free screenings, to be provided by Community Health and Berkshire Health Systems, will include
cholesterol, diabetes, health insurance assistance, blood pressure, nutrition, and suggestions on how to
stay healthy in the winter months. Appointments are suggested, so please call Emilie Jarrett, CHA
director, at 413.232.0122.

The Community Health Association is also holding blood pressure screenings twice a month at the
Richmond Town Hall. The next clinics will be October 2 and October 23 from 10-11 am.

Office Walk-In Clinic Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm    

West Stockbridge Town Hall
21 State Line Rd.
West Stockbridge, MA 
Phone: 413-232-0122 
Fax: 413-232-0199 
email: Emilie@charws.com 

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION
Taking Care of  Each Other

COMMUNITY HEALTH EVENT SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2008

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Office Blood
Pressure Clinic
9am – 10am

2
Richmond
Town Hall 
Blood Pressure
10am – 11am

3 4

5 6 7 8
Office Blood
Pressure Clinic
9am – 10am

9 10 11

12 13 14 15
Office Blood
Pressure Clinic
9am – 10am

16 17 18

19 20 21 22
Office Blood
Pressure Clinic
9am – 10am

23
Richmond
Town Hall 
Blood Pressure
10am – 11am

24 25

26 27
Mini Health Fair
Richmond Post
Office
9pm-1pm

28 29
Office Blood
Pressure Clinic
9am – 10am

30 31
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Zucchini Festival Contest Winners
[We could have said there was insufficient space in 
our last issue to bring you this, but – truth be told – 

we just missed it. Sorry! The editors.]

Zucchini Decorating
Best Looking:
1st Place Ages 0-7: Lulu Schneider
1st Place Ages 8-12: Petra Huang
1st Place Ages 13+:  Abe Tolkoff
Honorable Mentions: Emily Hunter, Mackenzie
Viola, Alex Perle

Funniest:
1st Place Ages 0-7:  Alec
1st Place Ages 8-12:  Olivia Sak
1st Place Age 13+:  David Perle
Honorable Mentions: Anna Campetti, Alianne
Schatz, Kelly Potter

Most Unique:
1st Place Ages 0-7: Aiden Hunt
1st Place Ages 8-12: Mary Albert
1st Place Ages 13+: Noah
Honorable Mentions: David Luchey, Halle Hassett,
Rebecca Boyer

Zucchini Weigh-Off
Heaviest Zucchini: Dan Howard - 7lbs 11oz.
Second Heaviest: Haley Barrett - 6lbs. 7oz.
Best Looking: Tim Barrett
Most Unusual: Haley Korte
Honorable Mentions: Maxfield Lindner, Stella
Piasecki, Barbara Dowling

Pet Parade
1st Prize: Super Zuke (Dog), Owner Emily Noonan 
2nd Prize: Bailey (Dog), Owner Peggy Feinstein 
3rd Prize: Cutie Pie (Hamster), Owner Charlie
Medeiros 

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of  Each Other
Serving West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231 12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455 Fax 413-232-4655
QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

� ASE Certified Technicians
� Computerized Estimating
� Expert Collision Repairs
�Windshield Replacements
� Frame Straightening and Measuring
� Restorations
� Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
� Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
�Working with All Insurance Companies
� DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette
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Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Subscribe to the library’s blog!
http://wspl.blogspot.com 

Susan D’Alessandro will be exhibiting a selection of her 
paintings at the West Stockbridge Library during the month of
October.

“The blending of colors and sometimes surprising outcome they
bring to the canvas serve to
energize and relax me during
the painting process. For those
who view my work, I hope it
brings a sense of energy, 
lightheartedness or relaxation
to their day; if only for a
moment.”  
Susan D’Alessandro 

Art at the Library: 
Eclectic Oil Paintings by Susan D’Alessandro

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

Library News
By Danielle Chretien, Library

Director

Hello everyone, my name is
Danielle Chretien and I’m the new
Library Director at the West
Stockbridge Public Library. I grew up
in Hancock and moved back to the
Berkshires after college to be closer to
my family. For the past six years I have
been in Salem and Boston completing
my bachelor’s degree in history and
my master’s degree in library science.
Working in a small town library has
always been one of my dreams and
I’m excited to be part of yours.

When I’m not at the library, I spend most of my
time with friends and family. I’m a big camper and
love to go when I get the chance. For me the best
summer weekend is camping with a good book, my

knitting, and a radio, listening to a
Boston Red Sox game.

Right now I’m still getting my
“sea legs”, so not many changes will
be happening this month. My main
goals this month are to evaluate the
needs of the library and get ready 
for online automation of the 
collection. Keep your eyes on the
blog; I also plan to add a small 
section of reviews of the many 
books and movies that we have 
in the collection.

I would also like to invite 
everyone to the “Howlarious

Halloween” on Oct 4th at 11am here at the library.
Howlarious Halloween is a wonderful program of
ghost stories, songs and jokes from the crypt. You’ll
giggle! You’ll shiver! You’ll Jump! Get spooked 
with this special program to be presented by the
award-winning minstrel storyteller Mary Jo
Maichack. It’s sure to be a great time for all.

Remember the door is always open here at the
West Stockbridge Public Library. I hope to see you
soon. 

NEW LIBRARIAN RECEPTION

A special reception for Danielle will be held
at 4:00 PM on Friday, October 24th. Please mark
your calendar and plan on joining the trustees in
welcoming our new town librarian.  
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We Thank Our Father in Heaven
above

For giving us so many years
with Pop-Pop to Love

You gave him skilled hands –
To build and to work on his land;

To share his talents in so many ways –

Helping his neighbors was nothing
new:

Building a house, an addition or two,
Renovating a room, repairing a roof, 

were just a few.

Gardening was his delight to the end -
Drying seeds from one season 

to use for the next,
Growing more vegetables than he’d ever use

To share with his family and friends

Haying season was a chore, 
it took a few weeks:

Turning the grass, letting the sun do its job,
Converting the grass into hay;

Making haystacks in between 
at the end of the day

To keep the hay from the overnight dew—
Gave us a chance to play hide-go-seek 

and kick-the-can, too.

Loading the truck, 
packing it as high as we could,

Forking it into the loft – pushing it back - 
load after load –

By the end of the season, 
you’d think it would explode.

The noise from the truck brought 
the neighborhood teens

Running to help like a “Norman Rockwell” scene
Some learned how to drive, a can of beer on the

side, made the season come alive.

Cherished memories like this -- 
in so many ways –

For many of us – was a part of our life –
Called the “Good-ole-days”

Praying everyday was part of his life, 
watching the 6:30 am Sunday Mass on

TV-
Gatherings with his family and friends, 

gardening, bocce, bowling,
Mowing his lawn on his favorite JOHN

DEERE 
and watching “Tiger Woods” on TV --
These were all his favorite things.

He taught us many lessons 
throughout the years –
He took care of himself -- 

the best he could -- ’til the end
With help, these last few years, 
from his family and friends.

He kept his garden growing – 
moving his lawn ’til this season’s end –
Then made his last journey in 2007 - 

at the very young age of 97
To the Kingdom of Heaven

Dear Lord, you took him so suddenly -- 
we don’t know why

He was so awake one day and quiet the next
It’s hard to believe that he’s gone, 

what went wrong.

On a rainy October 20 afternoon,
Surrounded by his Loving Family

He went home to you – but it was still too soon.

Then the sight of a double rainbow 
stretched across the sky that day:
(from New Lebanon, New York to 

Great Barrington, Mass, from Stockbridge to 
Pittsfield) seen by some family and friends; maybe

trying to say that he was Okay.

Pop-Pop was a father to five, Grandfather to 12,
Great-Grandfather to 11, Grumpy to some, and in

WEST STOCKBRIDGE a friend to all.

OOuurr MMeemmoorriieess ooff VVaassccoo ZZaannccoonnaattoo––AAnniittaa,, HHeelleenn,, LLeennoorraa && LLiinnddaa
Written by Lenora Campoli
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Community News & Events

Stockbridge Grange Monthly Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will serve a Roast Pork

Dinner, family style in the grange hall on Church
Street in Stockbridge on Sunday October 12, 2008
from 1 PM to 2 PM. The cost is $10.00 for adults
and $5.00 for children under 12 years of age. Take
out is available by calling 413-298-3185.

West Stockbridge Police Department
Found recently in West Stockbridge on various

dates and in different locations, the following three
bicycles:

Girl’s Huffy Zurich 18 Speed
Boy’s Huffy Raven 15 Speed
Boy’s MTX Giant 225

If you have lost a bicycle and believe that any
of these may be yours, please contact Police Officer
Rosario Messina at 413-232-8500.

Celebrate the Fall Season
You are invited by Don and Carrie Johnson to

share in the fun of apple pressing at their barn locat-
ed at 176 Great Barrington Road (Route 41 South)
on Sunday, October 12, from 12:00 noon until 4:00
PM and enjoy some freshly made apple cider, hot or
cold. There will be hot dogs, hamburgers and apple
cider donuts while they last. You are welcome to tour
the barn and of course, Don has one of his favorite
100 year-old engines ready to start up for you. Bring
some containers for the cider or you can also take
some crisp spring water as well.

If you wish, you can make a donation to the
West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue Services. Dona
and Carrie will match the total of the donations.
Hope to see you there!

Food Pantry for our Furry Friends
The Berkshire Humane Society has begun a

program to collect and distribute food for the family
pets of our communities, including West Stockbridge.
These are tough times for many of us and the
Berkshire Humane Society hopes that you will take
advantage of this outreach so that your furry loved
ones will remain safe and warm in your homes.

Donation sites include the West Stockbridge
Post Office and Saint Patrick’s Church. The West
Stockbridge Town Hall is a distribution site. All are
welcome to share as needed! For more information
please call 413-232-7969.

Scarecrow-Making Day
The West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue Services

will sponsor its Annual Scarecrow Making Day on
Saturday, October 11 beginning at 12 noon in the
parking lot of the Public Restrooms on Moscow
Road across from the Post Office. 

The Fire and Rescue Services will provide the
hay, stakes, rope, staples, all you need to bring is
some old clothes or costumes, markers, paints and a
little imagination! Come join us for a fun-filled
afternoon making scarecrows. The scarecrows will
be displayed in various locations in Town through
the end of October. Refreshments will be sold.

Hunting Season Begins
The 2008 Hunting Season begins on October 13

with the opening of Archery Season (Bow Hunting).
The season ends November 22. Deer season begins
December 1 and Primitive Arms opens December
15. Hunting licenses are available at the Town
Clerk’s Office during regular office hours. A
Massachusetts hunting license costs $28.50 for a
Massachusetts resident.

To Vote: Register by October 15th
Will you be voting in the upcoming Presidential

Election on November 4, 2008? Are you registered
to vote? Are you sure? The Massachusetts Town
Clerk’s Association urges all residents to check
their voter registration by October 15, 2008.

Even if you have been registered to vote for
years, many Federal and State laws impact your
registration status. If you have moved, changed your
name, or if your local Census form was not
received at the Town Clerk’s Office, you may
encounter an issue at the polls. When you 
registered to vote, you should have received a 
confirmation notice from the Town Clerk’s Office. 

(continued on page 17)



(Community News, continued from page 16)

If not, your registration may not have reached
the office. 

If there is an issue with your voting status,
in some cases you will have to fill out an 
affidavit and show identification at the polls. In
other cases, you may be offered a Provisional
Ballot that will only be cast if your registration 
eligibility is verified.

The West Stockbridge Town Clerk’s Office 
is open Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. You may
also call 413-232-0300 ext. 300 or Email 
Clerk@weststockbridge-ma.gov. The Town 
Clerk’s Office will be open on Wednesday
October 15 from 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM for voter
registration.

The Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association
wants all eligible citizens to be able to cast their
ballot. Act now. Don’t wait. Check your voter
registration status! 

Cong. Church Harvest Dinner
On Sunday, October 26th, the West

Stockbridge Congregational Church will hold
its Annual Harvest Dinner (turkey with all the
fixins’). Seatings will be at 4:30 pm and 6 pm.
Cost: adults $12, age 10 and under $6. Call
413-232-4256 to reserve your tickets. A raffle
will also he held.

Annual Fall Bazaar
On Saturday, October 25, St. Patrick

Church on 30 Albany Road will hold a bazaar
9AM - 3PM. A tag sale and a bake sale will be
accompanied by raffles featuring items and gift
certificates from local merchants. Homemade
sandwiches and soups will be available for
lunch. Please join us in the parish center for this
annual event.
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BOOKS ARE RECYCLABLE!
Yes, books are now recyclable. Just remove the
covers (those go in the trash) and put the rest in
the recyclable paper and cardboard bin.

Hours: 
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

� Adjacent to 24hr. Truck Stop
� 24/7 Access
� Fully Fenced & Lit
� RV Parking – Boat Storage
� Automobile Parking
� 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com
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1-1/2 cups flour

1/2 cup whole wheat flour

1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder

1 tsp. baking soda

1/2 tsp. baking powder

1/2 cup butter

1 cup brown sugar

1 tsp. vanilla extract (Baldwin’s of course!)

3 eggs

Dash of salt

2 cups grated well drained zucchini

1 cup chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Whisk flour,
cocoa, baking soda, baking powder and salt.
Mix sugar and butter until fluffy. Add vanilla
and 1 egg at a time. Spoon flour mixture into
liquid. Add the grated zucchini and chocolate
chips. Mix until well blended. Bake for 40-50
minutes.

Special note: Nadia Redel (Brigitte’s sister)
took second prize last year. These West
Stockbridge teenagers are AWESOME bakers!
Try this cake. It is rich, dense and very moist.
A true winner! Congratulations to Brigitte! 

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Send your favorite recipes to: Lynn Ryan,
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

GERMAN CHOCOLATE/ZUCCHINI CAKE

Second Place Winner at the Zucchini

Festival in the Sweet Category 

by Brigitte Marie Redel

Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call
September 2008

Jane and Doug Kiviat

William Loeb

Cecily Patton and Jerry Elias

Sharon and Irving Picard

Sandy Smith

October 1 Mark Viola Jr.

October 3 Lisa Hall

October 5 Philip Lockenwitz

Stan and Sandy 
Kleiner–40 years

October 6 Jeanne Girdler

Cathy Weeden

October 21 Sammy Rusch

October 25 Mary Alpert

October 26 Eunice Panzeri

October 28 Isabella Viola

October 29 Rob Spence

October Birthdays 
and Anniversaries
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Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel. 
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

� YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to: 

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

� I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

� I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

�

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm; 
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Please call for hours

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues 11am-5pm; Wed. & Thurs. 2-6pm; 
Fri. 2-8pm; Sat. 9-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

�
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

OCTOBER 2008 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

October 2
Conservation Commission 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health 7:00pm Town Offices

October 6
Board of Selectmen 6:30pm Town Offices

Planning Board 7:00pm Town Offices

October 7 Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

October 9
Yom Kipper

CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 2:00pm-4:00pm Town Offices

October 10 Deadline for LocalYokel

October 11 Scarecrow Making Day 12 noon Municipal Parking Lot Moscow Rd

October 12 Stockbridge Grange Dinner 1:00pm-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange Hall

October 13 Columbus Day Town Offices CLOSED

October 14 CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 9:30am-11:30am Town Offices

October 15 Voter Registration Session 1:00-8:00pm Town Clerk’s Offices

October 16
National Boss Day

Conservation Commission 7:00pm Town Offices

October 20 Board of Selectmen 6:30pm Town Offices

October 21 Finance Committee 6:30pm Town Offices

October 25
Muddy Brook Craft Fair 10:00am-4:00pm Muddy Brook Elementary School

St. Patrick’s Church Fall Bazaar 9:00am-3:00pm St. Patrick’s Church

October 27
Board of Selectmen 6:30pm Town Offices

Mini Health Fair Community Health Assoc 9:00am-1:00pm Richmond Post Office

October 31 Halloween


