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August 9th marked the 5th Annual West Stockbridge Zucchini Festival. It is hard to believe that six years
ago the Cultural Council was discussing how to re-create a summer street fair which was a long standing event
sponsored by our local Kiwanis club. It was evident by the requests of many town residents that they hoped one
of our town's civic organizations would revive this tradition.

As a Cultural Council, our primary function is to delegate our minimal state grant money to promote artists
and cultural events in our town and schools. Previously, we had never sponsored our own event. Deciding that 

(continued on page 9)

It Takes a Village (to Celebrate a Zucchini)
By Marjorie Powell, West Stockbridge Cultural Council

Photos by Lear Levin and Jon Way
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July 21, 2008
Open Meeting, Town Offices. Present: Selectmen

Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair; Michael Kirchner; Curt
Wilton. Also present: Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber.

Josh Billings. Patty Spector, representing the Josh
Billings Race, met with the Board and Chief of Police
Stanton concerning the race route, police coverage;
Police Explorers volunteers; road conditions and safety
for bike riders. Patty and the Chief will meet again
before the race.

Police Activities. Chief Stanton provided an update
of WSPD activities: 

•WSPD responded to complaints of speeding on
Albany Road by placing the speed trailer in front of the
Fire Station. 

•Problems ensued when Crane Lake Camp staff
were refused alcohol at downtown restaurants. The
Chief explained that the staffers presented unusual
forms of identification, and noted that any business
owner has the right to refuse service. The Chief and
Officer Messina met with Camp staff and officials and
no further incidents have been reported. 

•There have been a handful of vandalism incidents
in the downtown area, which are being investigated.  

•Officer Perrin, who was not reappointed, has failed
to return equipment to the Department. Calls and a 
certified mailing have been made with no results. Mr.
Perrin has expressed a desire to meet with the Board of
Selectmen. The Board stated that normal procedure is
for the Board to call for exit conferences with employees,
not the other way around. The Board stands by Chief
Stanton’s actions. 

•The Board finalized Chief Stanton’s employment
contract, with minor changes.

Old Town Hall. The Board reviewed a draft
Request for Proposals for the sale, development, re-use
or disposal of the Old Town Hall on Main Street. Mike
Kirchner suggested the proposal be ‘loosened up’ to
allow for ideas that no one has thought of before.
Responses are expected to be limited because of 
restrictive zoning and lack of parking, but a request
needs to go out soon. The Board will review the RFP
again at their next meeting.

COA Van. The new Council on Aging van is
expected to arrive in two days.

Hydro Power. Following a presentation by
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber, the Board
approved a project to install new hydroelectric turbines
at the Shaker Mill Dam. Webber explained that, when
the dam was rebuilt several years ago, a generator box
was installed in anticipation of advances in turbine 
technology that might make such a project economically
feasible. A state grant program has given preliminary
approval to reimbursing the Town $50,000 of the estimated
$55,000 project cost. Power generated from the two
generators (3 KW and 6 KW) will be sold directly to
National Grid. Projected annual income to the Town is
$8,500. A Special Town Meeting will be called in order
to appropriate the project costs to be offset by the grant.

Facility Use Requests. The Board approved use
requests for a Community Health event and Golden
Knights youth basketball practices during the month of
August.

IT Help. The Board agreed to engage the services
of an Information Technology (IT) person to address
computer and technology issues in the Town Hall as
needed. 

Dam Emergency Plan. The Board signed a 
contract with Fuss and O’Neill Engineers to conduct the 
mandated Emergency Action Plan for the Shaker Mill
Dam at a cost of $9,400. Another engineering firm
quoted $16,000. At Town Meeting, $12,000 was 
appropriated for the project.

Pond Weeds Treatment. Lycott Environmental will
perform follow-up aquatic weed treatment at Mill Pond
on July 22 at no additional charge to the Town.

Tree Warden. The Board discussed perceived and
potential conflicts of interest regarding newly-elected
Tree Warden Jim Hallock. Questions have been raised
about bidding out Town tree removals and trimming. 

The Board recommended that, while it is appropriate
for Mr. Hallock to use his company for emergency or
storm related tree work, he should contact the Ethics
Commission for a determination on any potential 
conflicts. Non-emergency tree work will be postponed
until a determination is received.

Music Permits. The Board approved special permit
requests from Crane Lake Camp for amplified music on
August 7 and August 10. Music will end by 10:30 PM
and neighbors will be notified by the Camp prior to the
events.

(continued on page 6)

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4 Adjacent to 24hr. Truck Stop
4 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Lit
4 RV Parking – Boat Storage
4 Automobile Parking
4 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com
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West Stockbridge has a new Chief of Police, but the
Chief is not new to West Stockbridge. In May, the
Selectmen gave the nod to Michael J. Stanton, an 
experienced and highly
qualified officer who also 
happens to be a long-time
resident of West
Stockbridge, and who
served a stint as Police
Chief here two decades ago.
The new Chief started work
full time on July 1.

Stanton grew up in
Somerville, near Boston.
He cites relatives who
worked as police officers
there and in neighboring
communities as sparking
his interest in law 
enforcement. He served on
the Somerville Police
Department from 1978 to 1987.  

In Somerville, Stanton’s duties included an 
assignment as Inspector for the City Solicitor’s Office.
He investigated civil claims against the city as well as
complaints against city employees, including police
officers. Looking back, Stanton considers the position
as having been important preparation for running a
police department. “That experience made me very
much aware of liability concerns, the importance of
adequate training, and the proper selection of 
applicants for police positions,” Stanton says. 

The job is not entirely new to Stanton, having
served as Police Chief in West Stockbridge from 1987
to 1989. He acknowledges the post “didn’t work out”
at that time, and he left to work as a patrolman in
Stockbridge where he served for the next 20 years.
During that time, Stanton says, he learned how to
work in a small community. “I could not have had 
better mentors than (Stockbridge Police) Chief Rick
Wilcox and Sergeant Louis Peyron,” he said.

Stanton describes policing in a city environment
such as Somerville as always “going, going, going.”
By contrast, he says, in a small town “you need to stop
and spend the time” to get to know residents and their
concerns. Stanton sees much of his job as preventive:
helping people to find solutions, resolving disputes,
providing information – so that small problems don’t

become law enforcement issues.  

One of the biggest changes in policing over the
past 30 years has been the
“shift to the role of social
services provider,” Stanton
says. “Today, police are
much more involved with
the prevention of problems
– with domestic violence
restraining orders, referral 
to treatment for alcohol and
substance abuse, crime 
prevention education 
community policing, and
more direct involvement
with other agencies and 
community groups.”

Stanton says his 
reception in town has been,

for the most part, “very warm and supportive.” He
enjoyed having the opportunity to meet many town
residents at the Zucchini Festival. Along with Stanton,
the Department currently includes Rosario Messina
(the only other full-time officer, who works the night
shift) and three part-time officers, Thomas Rubino,
Frank Murphy and Brandon Gallagher, who fill in as
needed to provide coverage.

Stanton has lived in West Stockbridge for more
than 20 years with his wife Denise and children Adam,
Tyler, Cooper, Jahna and Rider, who range in age from
11 to 18. The children are all home schooled and share
interests and talent in music, dance, acting and figure
skating. All have appeared in performances at
Berkshire Theatre Festival, Williamstown Theatre
Festival, Tanglewood, and the MacHaydn Theatre.
Rider is currently appearing on Broadway in the cast
of “Gypsy.”  

Although theatre, music and skating are interests
he shares, “They’ve inherited none of this talent from
me,” Stanton says. “The musical talent may be thanks
to my wife, Denise. She plays the violin and can read
and understand the language of music.”

If policing in a small town takes a “renaissance
man” with many talents, it may be that West
Stockbridge has found its man in Chief Michael
Stanton.

Meet Michael Stanton, New Chief of Police
By John J. Parker

Photo: J. Parker
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Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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(Board of Selectmen, from page 2)

Sign Permit. The Board approved a sign permit
application from Stone House Properties for the
Shaker Mill Tavern. 

Building Issues. Charlene Gennari and family
spoke with the Board about their building on Albany
Road across from Troy’s Garage. They have renovated
half the building and wish to lease it as a restaurant. The
Board advised the Gennari’s to meet with the Building
Inspector to make sure the building and space is 
compliant with State Building Code and for a 
determination on zoning issues (the property is in a
Manufacturing Zone where restaurants are not a 
permitted use). The Board also recommended they meet
with the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Liquor License. The Board scheduled a Public
Hearing on August 4 at 7:00 PM to consider an 
application to transfer a liquor license at the Williams
River Country Store.

Permit Fees. Building Inspector Don Fitzgerald
spoke with the Board about revising building permit
fees. West Stockbridge is ‘under-market’ when 
compared to surrounding towns. A new schedule will
be presented to the Board at their next meeting. Zoning
bylaw issues also need to be addressed.

Traffic Counts. Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission will conduct traffic counts on several streets
in Town, including Swamp Road, in early August.

Storage Shed. The Board discussed the need for an
outside storage shed for Parks and Recreation and the
Cultural Council. Space is tight in the Village School.
The two groups have agreed to split the cost. 

August 4, 2008
Open Meeting; Town Offices. Present: Selectmen

Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair; Curt Wilton. Michael
Kirchner absent. Also present: Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber.

Public Hearing. A Public Hearing was held 
regarding an application to transfer a retail wine and
malt alcoholic beverages license for the Williams River
Country Store from L.A.H. LLC to Westside Empire,
LLC, Anthony Swenson.  The application was found to
be in order. No one present spoke in favor or opposition.
The application was approved and sent on to the
Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission.

Officer Perrin. Rob Perrin spoke with the Board
about not being re-appointed as a part-time Police
Officer. Administrative Assistant Mark Webber noted
that, on recommendation of Town Counsel, no part-time
Police Officers were appointed for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2008, because the new Chief would
need a reasonable period to review personnel before
making appointment recommendations.

Mr. Perrin recounted three incidents that he claims
led to his not being reappointed. The first was at the
May 2008 Annual Town Elections when he was asked
by the Town’s chief election official to ask James
Domainque to leave the premises at the Village School
polling place. The second incident involved a no-trespass
order issued against Mr. Domainque by Mr. Kie. The
third incident took place at Mill Pond Trailer Park
where a resident claimed Officer Perrin used 
unnecessary physical force. 

Officer Perrin claimed his investigation showed
Selectman Michael Kirchner and his wife Sherry
Johnson urged James Domainque to create a 
disturbance at the Annual Election, leading to Perrin’s
dismissal.

Mark Webber pointed out that Officer Perrin was
neither fired nor dismissed. His one-year appointment
ran out on June 30, 2008. The Town is not obligated to
re-new annual appointments nor was Officer Perrin led
to believe that he would be reappointed.

Officer Perrin recounted a discussion with Chief of
Police Stanton concerning complaints brought against
him when he worked as a police officer in Egremont
and said if a police officer is doing his job some 
complaints from the public are to be expected.

Resident Bill Kie told the Board he was present at
the Election Day incident and feels that Officer Perrin
acted appropriately. The Board took no action on the
matter and thanked Mr. Perrin for attending.

Building
Permit Fees.
Building
Inspector Don
Fitzgerald 
presented a
revised Building
Permit Fee
Schedule for
Board review.
Don recommended
that the Board
adopt the new
fees, which will
still be lower than
most of the 
surrounding
towns. The Board
thanked Don and

(continued
on page 20)

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111
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Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

441133--332299--22333322 // 223322--44332222

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

TREE SERVICES:
Tree and Brush Removal

Cabling
Pruning

Land Clearing
Spring Cleanup

Mulching, Planting, Flower Bed Maintenance
Drainage and Driveway Repair

Caretaking
Material Hauling

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com
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Shaker Mill Dam Hydroelectric Project
By Mark Webber, Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen

A Special Town Meeting has been scheduled
for September 8th to seek an appropriation of
$55,000 to install hydroelectric turbines at the
Shaker Mill Dam. Although a reimbursement
grant administered by the Massachusetts
Technology Collaborative will pay the Town
back for the entire project cost once completed,
we are required to provide the funding up front.

As many of you know, the Shaker Mill Dam
is located in the center of the village and forms
an impoundment that becomes the Williams
River. Back in 1993, the dam was rebuilt with
funding from the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Management in order to replace
the structurally failing dam constructed in 1910.

A ‘run of the river’ generator that had been
installed back in 1927 and discontinued in 1953
was removed from the site several years ago.
Aware of the hydroelectric generating
history of the dam, the Selectmen at
the time of the reconstruction 
successfully requested that the State
design and fund a “generator box” as
an adjunct to the dam. It was hoped
that this added section of the dam
could someday house an economically
viable electric turbine project. Small
turbine technology has advanced to

the point where it now makes sense to bring
hydroelectric power back to West Stockbridge.

The project design calls for two small turbines
(3 Kw and 6 Kw) that will generate a continuous
9 Kw of electricity, which will be sold back to
National Grid. First year income from this sale
of electricity back to the grid is estimated at
$8,500. Income to the Town will continue each
year thereafter and will be pegged at the same
kilowatt cost charged by National Grid to its 
regular customers.

Last year, the Town spent $55,000 to provide
electricity to Town buildings, sewer and water
operations and streetlights. So, this project will
reduce that cost by approximately 15% each
year, will help out the environment and won’t
cost us a dime. Sounds like a project we could
all support!

The State has approved a grant to reimburse
the Town for installing a hydroelectric generator
at the Shaker Mill Dam. It is expected to reduce
the Town’s electric bill 15% annually.

The Shaker Mill Dam generated electric power
for the Town between 1927 and 1953.

Photos by Mark Webber
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276 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230

413-528-5648
information@adventureus.net

Who Will Stop the Rain?
By Curt Wilton, Highway Department

Superintendent 

Thunderclouds and heavy rains have been the
pattern all summer. It’s been great for the lawns but
tough conditions for keeping up with roadwork.
Many complaints have come in to the Highway
Department regarding the poor condition of some of
our gravel roads. Due to the timing and frequent
occurrence of this summer’s unusual rains, the
Department has fallen way behind and is, admittedly,
struggling to keep up with road repairs and 
maintenance. We’re not willing to wave the white
flag yet and will be doing our absolute best over the
next few months to get caught up. Please join me in
hoping that the Farmer’s Almanac calls for mild 
winter!

(Zucchini Festival, from page 1)

we would take this on, many options were discussed
during our council meeting and the idea of a 
“zucchini festival” emerged. An odd choice, some
might say, but it seemed to fit our town well.

The zucchini is considered a fruit and a vegetable
in different circles. Plentiful during the summer, (we
had plenty of zucchini stories to throw around),
earthy, unpretentious and beautiful. The zucchini has
a rich Italian heritage that our town also shares. It
was perfect.  

With the creativity of our members, we knew
this was going to be fun. Then the hard work started,
recruiting our families to be part of this and then
asking all of our friends to become involved. We
asked our town government to join in and all our
local businesses to participate and donate towards
the cause. I can’t begin to tell you how many 
talented people have donated their services these
past five years.

I am happy to say our 5th Annual Zucchini 
festival was our best ever. What a wonderful day it
was, from the morning pet parade to dancing in the
street with evening fireworks. Our whole town was
represented as vendors, artists, civic and religious
organizations, town government and departments. It
gave everyone a chance to see friends, meet new
ones, visit with neighbors and spend a day out with
the family to just enjoy life. It could not have been a
more perfect day.

From a small committee it has now turned into 
a community-wide affair. This event would not be 
possible if it were not for the generous donations we
receive and for the volunteers that numbered over
100 to make this day what it is. It truly takes our
whole town to put on this event. 

So it is with my deepest gratitude to all the past
and present Cultural Council members who have
spent so much of their time making this festival a
reality, and most of all to the residents of West
Stockbridge for making this such a special day. It is
the spirit and hospitality of our town that makes it
such a memorable event for all who come.

West Stockbridge loves to celebrate. Even a
Zucchini! 
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The West Stockbridge Cultural Council

Thank You…
FIREWORKS SPONSORED BY:
Berkshire Bank
Crane Lake Camp
Jerry & Karen Waxberg
West Stockbridge residents
General Foundations
Matt Merritt
Negrini Plumbing & Heating
William Korte
Wheeler & Taylor
Gwen & Ronald Melvin
Lou Boxer
Lee Bank
Stone House Properties
The Bookloft
Card Lake Inn
Victoria Street
Zena Greene

PRIZES DONATED:
Domaney’s Liquors 
Elm Court Inn                        
Sullivan Station Restaurant
Castle Street Cafe                    
Charles H. Baldwin & Sons
The Bookloft
Purple Plume
West Stockbridge Video
Williams River Country Store
Albert’s Cookie Co.
A. W. Baldwin Hardware
Hoffman Pottery
Hotchkiss Mobiles Gallery
Out of Vietnam
Public Market
Queensborough Spirits
Village Oven

CONTRIBUTIONS:
Town of West Stockbridge
Greylock Federal Credit
Union
JHL Outdoor Services
The Floor Store
Margie Skaggs & Bob Salerno
Elaine Ranney
Public Market
Bob Balboni
West Stockbridge Grange
West Stockbridge Emergency Services

ZUCCHINI DONATED:
Green River Farm
Guido’s
Taft Farms
Price Chopper (Great
Barrington)
Big Y
Loeb’s Foodtown
Stop & Shop (Dan Fox Dr.)
Stop & Shop (Merrill
Road)

Photos by Lear Levin and Jon Way
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SERVICES DONATED:
Kwik Print cookbook printing
Troy’s Garage, John D’Aniello golf cart use
Mahaiwe Tent, Inc. tables & chairs
Crane Lake Camp ice
West Center Graphics festival banner
Dolby Florist table centerpieces
Air Gas helium tank
Verne Tower tent
Greylock Federal Credit Union advertising
The Berkshire Record advertising
WAMC (The Round Table) festival promotion
WUPE (Woopee in the Morning) festival promotion
Dede Rathbun, Mary Ross zucchini breads
Sandy Michel zucchini breads
Council on Aging van shuttle
Charles H. Baldwin & Sons merchandise assistance

Zucchini Festival 2008

Thank You…

A special thank you to The West Stockbridge Local Yokel!
From one all-volunteer organization to another, your help was
invaluable!

Photos by Lear Levin and Jon Way
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The merchants, organizations, town departments, and 
residents who supported the festival by making generous
loans of equipment, facilities, and/or time:

• A.W. Baldwin Hardware
• Berkshire Bank
• Charles H. Baldwin & Sons
• Council on Aging
• Matt Merritt
• Bill Pixley
• Post Office
• Revisions
• Saint Patrick’s Church
• Shaker Mill Inn
• Stone House Properties
• The Great Exchange
• Train Station Gallery
• Truc’s Orient Express
• Westbridge Associates
• West Stockbridge Local Yokel
• West Stockbridge Fire Department
• West Stockbridge Highway Department
• West Stockbridge Police Department
• West Stockbridge Parks & Recreation Department

West Stockbridge Cultural Council:
• Marjorie Powell, Chairman
• Sue Coxon
• Kathleen Davis
• Joel Hotchkiss
• Lynn Ryan

Additional Members of the Zucchini Festival Committee:
• Andi Goodman
• Jenni Roy Hallock
• Julie Medeiros
• Peg Noonan
• Margie Skaggs

The West Stockbridge Cultural Council

Thank You…
Photos by Lear Levin and Jon Way
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Zucchini Festival 2008

Thank You…
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:

• David Grover for providing afternoon festival entertainment.
• Gene Shalit for being the Master of Ceremonies at the Pet

Parade.
• 4-H Club for providing the Petting Zoo.
• Eagles Stage Band for the wonderful music and dancing

opportunities in the evening.
• Young Actors Guild of the Berkshires for the special preview

of “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown.”
• The judges for the Zucchini Weigh-In and the Zucchini

Decorating Contest: Gail Blackhall, Deb Guinan, Jackie
Moffat, Tiffany St. John and Scott Sawyer.

• Curtis Thierling and the Parks & Rec department for the
very popular “Zuck Races!”

• Joe Roy for the fantastic job he does filming the festival!
• Anne Roy and Cecily Patton for making the festive green

flags which adorned our town!
• Julia Krahm for the ever popular zucchini signs introducing

the festival!

VOLUNTEERS

ADAMS, Mary Ellen
ALPERT, Lori
ALPERT, Mary
ALPERT, Catie
ANDEREGG, David
BARTLETT, Pam
BEEBE, Karen
BELLVILLE, Lucy
BENNETT, Liza & Bill
BIGGS, Bill
BIGGS, June
BLACK, Alistair
BLACKHALL, Gail
CAVE, CC
CONQUEST, Mady
CONQUEST, Morgan
DAVIS, Brianna
DAVIS, Doug

DAVIS, Jonathan,
DAVIS, Kathleen
DAVIS, William
DELCHER, Dana
DOWLING, Barbara
EAGEN, Connie
ELLING, Brenda
ELLING, John
EVANS, Jim
GIRDLER, Ritchie
GRAYSON, Vicki
GREENE, Zena
GRATZ/PIASECKI, Laura 
& Jon
HARDING, Lani D Then
HARRINGTON, Tom
HELLER, Lil
HENRY, Suzie & Kyle

Photos by Lear Levin and Jon Way
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The West Stockbridge Cultural Council

Thank You…
HOTCHKISS, Joel
HOWARD, Rhea
JONES,  Sharon
JONES, Nate
KELLY, Cynthia
KERSWELL, Evie
KIRCHNER, Mike
KIVIAT, Jane
KIVIAT, Doug
KORTE, Dawn
KOTLESKI, Janey
KOTLESKI, Bob
KOTLESKI, Luke
KRAHM, John
KRAHM, Julia
KRAHM. Michael
KRAHM, Gracie
KRAHM, Matthew
KULLER, Carol
LEO, Susan
LEVEN, Chantal
LEVIN, Raquel
LIZT, Madeline
LIZT, Marty
LOPES, Nate
MCCLELLAND, Don
MEDEIROS, Charlie
MEDEIROS, Dave
MEDEIROS, Julie
MERRITT, Dalija
MINER, John
MINER, Marcy
MORSE, Elizabeth
MURRELL, Wynn
NEGRINI, Peter
NOLAN, Helen
NOONAN, Peg
PATTON, Cecily
PERSING, Justin
POWELL, Bob
POWELL, Marjorie

REDEL, Gunther
REDEL, Nadia
REDEL, Bridgette
ROBBINS, Ed
ROSE,  Joe
ROSE, Lori
ROSS, Thea
ROTHSTEIN, Peter
ROY, Anne
ROY, Joe Jr.
SALERNO, Bob
SCARBOROUGH, Nancy
SKAGGS, Margie
SLOSEK, Cheryl
SLOSEK, Dave
SNYDER, Ellen
SOULE, Gordy
SOULE, Isabelle
ST. JOHN, Jeff
STODDEN, Mary
THIERLING, Curtis
THIERLING, Gabby
THOMAS, Mary
THOMASON,  Dalija
THOMASON, Seth
THORNE, Kaitlyn
THORNE, Lily
THORNE, Peter
THORNE, Sarah
TONINI, Bailey
VIDAL, Eddie
VIDAL, Sharon
WEBBER, Mark
WEISBERGER, Caroline
WILTON, Curtis
WILTON, Jennifer
WILTON, Zachary
WILTON, Travis
WOLTERS, Jake
ZICK, John
ZICK, Andrew
ZICK, David
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Parks & Recreation News
By Jenni Roy-Hallock

Another successful string of Zuck Races this
year! The River was flowing better than ever for
some of the fastest races that we have seen yet.
Thank you to all those who participated and a huge
thank you to Bob Powell for all the announcing and
selling last minute tickets. We couldn’t do it without
you.

Our next big event will be the Halloween Party,
so if you have any decorations you would like to
lend, or want to help plan or decorate, let us know.
Another fun event to be a part of, just around the
corner!

The next meeting is September 9th, from 6:30 -
7:30 pm at The Town Hall. Come and join us! For
any questions or comments, feel free to contact Jenni
Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com.

Cultural Council News
By Kathleen Davis

Now that we are “almost” recovered from our
annual Zucchini Festival, it is time to focus on the
yearly grant application process. Our town receives
$4,000 each year to partially or fully fund cultural
events to benefit community members in West
Stockbridge and Berkshire County. 

In order to be considered for Cultural Council
funding, a state application must be completed and
mailed to West Stockbridge Cultural Council, P.O.
Box 163, West Stockbridge, MA 01266. The grant
application deadline is October 15. Forms are 
available at the Town Offices or online at
www.massculturalcouncil.org (click on forms/
applications, click on Local Cultural Council).

Individuals and/or groups may apply for events
throughout the calendar year or for the Zucchini
Festival, which will be held on August 8th next year.

Currently, there are six members on the West
Stockbridge Cultural Council. More residents are
needed to give their valuable input on grants and
upcoming events and programming. Please consider
joining and call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 or
Kathleen Davis at 232-7784.

Over 30 Years Experience

Expert Home Improvement
Small Jobs Welcome

Rick Houldsworth
Custom Carpentry
(413) 232-4307

Wines:
Red Sox Wines:

Manny Being Merlot

CaberKnuckle

Schilling Schardonnay

750 ml
$9.99

Liquor:
New
Amsterdam
Gin

1.75 LT:
$19.99
LT:
$14.99
750ml:
$12.99

Beer:
October 
Fest and
Pumpkin 
in stock

WE NOW HAVE 
KENO TO GO!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good September 1-30, 2008

!

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Serving West Stockbridge Families

441133--669988--33330033 oorr 886666--669988--33330033
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt cchhaa--vvnnaa..oorrgg
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Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan, 17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Special note: Karen has entered the Baking Contest for all 5 years of Zucchini Festival with 
delicious recipes and has never won until this year. She always left with the attitude “I’ll get it next
year!” Her tenacity, perseverance and positive attitude finally paid off and I couldn't be happier that
she won the Blue Ribbon this year. Congratulations Karen!

The second place winner for the “savory/salt” category went to Linda Sotnick for Curried
Zucchini Soup. Watch for her recipe in the next edition of the local Yokel. The second place winner
for the “sweet” category was Brigitte Redel for Chocolate Zucchini Cake. Notable recognition 
went to Robin DelGrande for the best Zucchini Bread out of six bread entries.

I wish to thank my judges, Liz Waldman, Jeff Victor, and especially William Merelle who has 
lovingly taken the time to judge ALL five years. I would also like to thank my dear friend Ellen
Snyder who has assisted me with Baking Contest all five years. I am very proud of this prestigious
and very popular event at Zucchini Festival. We had 18 entries this year, all of which will be in next
year’s cookbook. I still have a few copies of this year’s cookbook if anyone’s interested. Keep those
wonderful and creative recipes coming!  

Lynn

FIRST PRIZE 
ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL BAKING CONTEST

ZUCCHINI CHEESE DANISH PASTRIES
By: Karen Waxberg, Blake Stein & Bradley Ginsburg

Ingredients for the dough:
1 tblsp. yeast
1/2 cup milk, at room temperature
2 large eggs, at room temperature
6 tblsp. unsalted butter, at room temperature
1/2 cup sour cream
1/2 tsp. salt
1/3 cup sugar
3 cups all-purpose flour, sifted

For the filling:
12 ounces farmer's cheese
1 cup chopped zucchini
1/3 cup sour cream
1/3 cup sugar
2 tblsp. flour
1 tsp. vanilla (Baldwin's of course!)
1 large egg yolk
Finely grated zest of one lemon

For Assembly:
Flour for dusting
1 large egg mixed with 1 tblsp. water
Confectioner's sugar, optional

1st

Cooking Instructions:
For the dough: In bowl, combine yeast 
and milk. Allow to sit for a few minutes. With 
an electric mixer, add eggs, butter, sour cream, sugar, salt
and flour. Mix well until dough turns into a ball. Transfer to a
container, cover, and allow to rest for 30 minutes. Then 
refrigerate overnight.

For the filling: In a bowl, combine zucchini, farmer's cheese.
sour cream, sugar,flour, Baldwin's vanilla, egg yolk, and
lemon zest. Mix well with electric mixer. Transfer to a covered
container and refrigerate until needed, up to 24 hours.

For assembly: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two baking
sheets with parchment paper. Lightly dust a work surface
with flour and roll out dough into a rectangle 1/8 inch thick.
Cut into 4 X 4 inch squares. Spoon about 1 tblsp. filling into
center of each square and press points together.

Arrange pastries on baking sheets about 1-1/2 inches apart.
Brush with egg mixture. Bake until golden brown (about 20
minutes). Allow to cool and serve as is or sprinkle with 
confectioner's sugar. Yield: About 24 pastries
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We have been busy this summer getting ready for a new, fantastic year!  One of the things we
would like to really try for, as a PTA, is to continue to include our community as much as possible.
PTA events are open to everyone to take advantage of. One of the ways you can be a part of us, is
to save your Box Tops, Tyson labels and Campbell’s labels. There is now a PTA Box Top & Label
box at The Floor Store to collect these items, so please start saving! A little from everyone goes a
very long way towards field trips, student and adult awareness programs, and enrichment.

Our Ice Cream Social to welcome students back to school is September 4th, 6-7 pm at Muddy
Brook. Our first meeting is September 10th, from 7:30-8:30 pm, also at Muddy Brook. Meetings will
be held on the second Wednesday of each month for Officers and all are welcome to attend. However,
we expect to have four large meetings this year and these are the most important to attend. The
September, December, March and June meetings will be most important.

Always feel free to contact me at 232-4322, jenniroy1@gmail.com or muddybrookpta@yahoo.com.
Thanks!

Tyson Project A+
Through this program, consumers collect redemption labels from selected Tyson products
and turn them in to participating schools. The schools then redeem them through Tyson for
cash. We can receive up to $12,000 to use however they see fit. Look for labels on Tyson
products and send them in! Make sure you send in the entire flap of the box or portion of the
bag that says “SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL”.

GREAT WAYS TO EARN CASH FOR OUR SCHOOL!!

Labels for Education
It's a fun, easy program where students, families and members of the community join together
for a common goal! Clip the UPCs, bring them to school. Easy. They no longer accept  the
front panel, they now collect the portion of the label around and including the UPC. Please
toss your UPCs in the collection bin near the main office. Check their site for more informa-
tion at www.labelsforeducation.com.

Box Tops 
- Clip and save Box Tops logos from more than 330 participating General Mills products. 

We can earn up to $20,000 a year for sending in these little coupons. We will send home
fun collection sheets to help keep your children involved. 

- Internet shoppers, please purchase through the Box Tops portal and earn up to 8% 
(see list of participating merchants.

- Sign up for a Visa card and the kids get a percentage. $100 for every 5 applications!
- Check out the website for more information on how to earn for the school.

www.boxtops4education.com

SAVE YOUR COKE BOTTLE TOPS, TOO! WE ARE REGISTERED AT WWW.COKE.COM

PRICE CHOPPER 
- By simply registering Muddy Brook Elementary as your school of choice at Price Chopper,

each time you use your AdvantEdge card the school earns a portion of your total! This
costs you nothing and helps purchase supplies for the school.   

- You can sign up online or at the store. Go to www.pricechopper.com and click on the link in
the middle of the page for Tools For Schools. Enter your card number and pick Muddy
Brook as your choice. Our school code is 14070. You can also look to make sure your card
is registered for the correct school while online.

School NewsPTA News
By Jenni Roy Hallock
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JULY BOOK SALE
Thanks to all who donated or purchased books.

Proceeds from the sale
will aid the Friends in 
providing enhancements
to the library and in
funding programs 
of interest to the 
community.

ART AT THE LIBRARY
ELAINE RANNEY OIL PAINTINGS

Elaine Ranney will be exhibiting a selection of
her paintings at the West Stockbridge Public
Library during the month of September.

The colorful oils chosen for display are of local
rural scenes in all weathers and at varying times
of the year.  Elaine and her husband, Herb, oper-
ate the Train Station
Gallery, where she
exhibits her work along
with a variety of art by
northeast artists.

Help support & promote the West
Stockbridge Library.

Contact:
Sue Coxon (413) 232-7762
Nancy Trionfo (413) 232-4345

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF 

THE WEST STOCKBRIDGE LIBRARY

A young customer at the
book sale.

Photo: Sue Coxon

Share your marriage vows 
with nature at:

West Center 
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road, West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call: 

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

Across the Field
Oil on canvas

Photo courtesy 
Elaine Ranney
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(Board of Selectmen, from page 6)

took his recommendation under advisement.

Festival Storage. Marge Powell of the Cultural
Council spoke with the Board about the need for 
storage space for the Zucchini Festival. Festival items
that used to be stored at the Village School are now
being stored in people’s homes. Tina Skorput Cooper
noted storage space at the Village School is running
out. Marge said a plan to split the cost of a storage
shed with Parks and Recreation wasn’t followed
through because Cultural Council funds are supposed
to be spent promoting the arts and not for equipment.
Marge asked if the Board would allow storage of some
items in the Old Town Hall. Curt Wilton pointed out
that the Board has been trying to clear out the Old
Town Hall, but the Board agreed to allow temporary
storage of tents and other expensive items in the Old
Town Hall. Marge will return in two weeks to discuss
a long-term solution.

Hydrant Rental. The Board will meet in two
weeks with representatives from the Housatonic Water
Works Company to discuss fire hydrant rental fees.
The Fire Chief and Water Superintendent will also be
asked to attend.

Library. Tina Skorput Cooper observed that
Library patrons are using the rear side door to the

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
September 1 2 3

Office blood 
pressure clinic
9am – 10am

4
Richmond Town
Hall blood pressure
clinic
10am – 11am

5

8 9 10
Office blood 
pressure clinic
9am – 10am

11
Lecture: “Defining
Good Health” Part
3: Hope and Health
7pm – 8pm

12

15 16 17
Office blood 
pressure clinic
9am – 10am

18
Richmond Town
Hall blood pressure
clinic
10am – 11am

19

22
Lecture: “Defining
Good Health” Part
3: Hope and Health
12pm – 1pm

23 24
Office blood 
pressure clinic
9am – 10am

25 26

29 30 October 1
Office blood 
pressure clinic
9am – 10am

2 3

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION
Office Walk-In Clinic Hours:
Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm     

West Stockbridge Town Hall
21 State Line Rd.
West Stockbridge, MA 
Phone: 413-232-0122 
Fax: 413-232-0199  
email: Emilie@charws.com   

Lecture location:

September 11:
Richmond Town Hall 
with Michelle Hemingway, MD

September 22:
West Stockbridge Town Hall 
with Emilie Jarrett RN, BSN

September Event Schedule

The vision of the 
Health and Wealth Program is

to promote wellness and to
give people the tools to create
a foundation of health and well

being in their own lives.

Come to a free lecture 
this month!

Library. A letter will go out to the Library
Commissioners asking them to encourage patrons to
use the main front door entrance. 

MS Fundraiser. MS Society fundraiser organizers
have expressed a preference to set up portable toilets at
the Village School rather than use public restrooms by
the Post Office as recommended by the Board. Chief
Stanton will speak with organizers about traffic safety.

Solar Flagpole. The Board approved a grant appli-
cation to the Mass Technology Collaborative for a solar
powered flagpole light at the Village School.

Music Permit. The Board approved a Special
Permit for amplified music at Crane Lake Camp August
17. Music is to end at 10:30 PM, not the requested
11:30 PM.

Health Agent. Health Agent John Olander will be
resigning his position in Lanesboro soon. John plans to
stay on in West Stockbridge and Richmond per his
existing schedule.

Other Business. The Board approved a request
from the Berkshire Humane Society to set up an animal
food drop off point at the Village School, signed the
full-time Police Officer Contract, approved a contract
with engineer Gary St. Onge for work on the Shaker
Mill dam hydroelectric project, and reviewed average
single-family home tax bills in Berkshire County.
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

August 2008
Bonnie and Bob Benson

Wendy Laurin

Eunice Panzeri

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 23.)

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-212-3161, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

Hear Ye! 
The Board of Selectmen will be setting fines for 
non-compliance with the Town’s recycling by-laws.
If you aren’t sure what gets recycled and what 
doesn’t, just review the signs posted at the station
or ask me.

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

September Birthdays
Sept. 1 Samantha Klein-Goudey
Sept. 2 Tammy Spence Burgess

Dion Hall
Sept. 3 Preston Lockenwitz
Sept. 7 Mason Burgess
Sept. 12 Priscilla Lockenwitz
Sept. 19 Nancy Kie

September
Anniversaries

Sept. 6 Dave and Cathy Weeden
Sept. 23 Peter and Laura Skorput
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Community News & Events

Register to vote: The next couple of months
are going to be busy months with the upcoming
State Primary on September 16 and the
Presidential Election on November 4. Voter
Registration for the Primary was held on August
27 for new voters and the last day to register to
vote for the Presidential Election of November 4
is October 15.

Absentee Ballots: Absentee ballot applications
are available for both the Primary and Presidential
Election. If you are in need of an application, you
can pick one up at the Town Offices, online at
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov or www.mass.gov.
Applications must be received by my office no
later than noon the day before the election, 
therefore September 15 is the deadline for the
Primary and November 3 is the deadline for the
Presidential Election.  

Voting information: As in all State Elections,
the polls are open from 7:00AM to 8:00PM and
the polls are located in the gymnasium of the
Town Offices at Village School. If you are a new
voter in West Stockbridge, please remember to

bring identification with you. You can participate
in the State Primary as long as you are enrolled in
a party (Democrat, Republican, Working Families
or Green-Rainbow), or if you are registered as
unenrolled. Unenrolled means you are not 
registered in a certain party; it used to be called
“Independent.”

Town Clerk’s Office Closed Week of 9/25:
On September 25, my office will be closed so that
I can attend the Annual Fall Conference of
Massachusetts City and Town Clerks Association
at Jiminy Peak in Hancock. The classes offered
during the conference keep the City and Town
Clerks up to date on the latest changes in our
position and we are able to network with City and
Town Clerks from all over Massachusetts. The
City/Town Clerk’s position is unique in that no
matter how large or how tiny the City or Town is,
our jobs are the same. 

If you have any questions at all about the
upcoming Elections, please do not hesitate 
to stop by my office, call or e-mail me at
clerk@weststockbridge-ma.gov.

Stockbridge Grange Monthly Dinner
On Sunday. September 7, 2008, the Stockbridge Grange will hold a public Stuffed Chicken Breast

dinner, family style in the Grange Hall on Church Street in Stockbridge. It will be held from 1:00PM to
2:00PM and the cost is $10 for adults and $5.00 for children under 12 years of age. Take-out is also
available by calling 413.298.3185.

News from the Town Clerk’s Office
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Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Please call for hours

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues 11am-5pm; Wed. & Thurs. 2-6pm;
Fri. 2-8pm; Sat. 10-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

SEPTEMBER 2008 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

September 1 LABOR DAY

September 4

Ice Cream Social for Muddy Brook Students and Families 6:00pm-7:00pm Muddy Brook Elementary School

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

September 7 Stuffed Chicken Breast Dinner 1:00pm-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

September 8 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 7:00pm Town Offices

September 9 Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

September 10
K-2 Orientation at Muddy Brook Elementary 6:30pm- 7:30pm Muddy Brook Elementary School

PTA Meeting 7:30PM Muddy Brook Elementary School

September 11
CHP Healthy Communities Access Program 2:00pm-4:00pm Town Offices

3-4 Orientation at Muddy Brook Elementary 6:30pm- 7:30pm Muddy Brook Elementary School

September 12 DEADLINE FOR LOCAL YOKEL

September 14 JOSH BILLINGS RUNAGROUND Approx. 9:30am Bike Race through Town

September 15
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

DEADLINE FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS PRIMARY 12:00 Noon Town Clerk’s Office

September 16
Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

STATE PRIMARY 7:00AM-8:00PM TOWN OFFICES

September 22
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

AUTUMN BEGINS

September 25 TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE CLOSED FOR CONFERENCE

September 29 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

September 30 ROSH HASHANAH BEGINS


