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West Stockbridge Fire Department Hosts Live Fire Training 
for Our Area Firefighters

Complete photo essay by Josh Morse on pages 10 & 11
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April 7, 2008
Open Meeting, Village School/Town Offices.

Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton, Chair; Tina Skorput
Cooper. Absent: Selectman Michael Kirchner. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. 

Parks and Recreation. Tina Bardwell, representing
Parks and Recreation Committee, discussed Card
Pond weed removal and the Conservation Commission’s
rejection of chemical weed treatment. Parks and
Recreation plans to appeal the decision. Meanwhile,
Tina will investigate hiring a firm to perform
mechanical weed harvesting, at least around the
beach area.

The Parks and Recreation Committee wants to
expand their offerings (yoga has been suggested).
Mark Webber will investigate insurance, liability and
payment issues for instructors utilizing the gymnasium
or other Town facilities. Payment issues will be
raised with the Town’s auditor when he comes for
the annual audit exit conference.

Building Use. Peter Skorput asked that a memo
be sent to town departments requesting that office doors
be closed when not in use in order for the heating and
air conditioning to operate most efficiently.

Town Warrant. The Board reviewed the Annual
Town Meeting warrant, which needs to be signed no
later than April 28.

Community Health Association. The Board
will attend a joint meeting with the Richmond Board
of Selectmen to discuss the future of the Richmond -
West Stockbridge Community Health Association.

April 14, 2008
Open Meeting; Village School/Town Offices.

Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton, Tina Skorput
Cooper. Absent: Selectman Michael Kirchner. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. 

Highway items. Tina Skorput Cooper signed a
Chapter 90 Highway Funds request for repairs to

High Street. Highway Superintendent Curt Wilton
will smooth out the entrance to the Card Lake Inn
parking lot for the last time in appreciation for past
Town use of the parking lot. The Board reviewed a
letter from a homeowner requesting the Highway
Department repair lawn damage due to winter 
plowing. The Highway Superintendent has already
spoken with the homeowner.

Building use. The Board reviewed and approved
two Village School use requests.

Meetings planned. The Chief of Police
Screening Committee will meet with the Board of
Selectmen on April 28 to review their process and
present names of finalists. The Sewer and Water
Commission will meet on April 17 at 7:00 PM.
There will be an executive session meeting with
Town Counsel on April 17 at 5:30 PM.

April 24, 2008
Open Meeting; Village School/Town Offices.

Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton, Tina Skorput
Cooper. Absent: Selectman Michael Kirchner. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber;
Zoning Board of Appeals members James Pinkston,
Jack Houghton, Lori Robbins; Town Counsels Joel
Bard and Jonathan Silverstein. 

Executive Session. The Board voted to go into
executive session for the purpose of discussing 
strategy related to pending litigation and not to
return to open session upon its conclusion. 

April 28, 2008
Open Meeting; Village School/Town Offices.

Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton, Chair; Tina Skorput
Cooper, Michael Kirchner. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Town Warrant. The Board reviewed the Annual
Town Meeting Warrant.

Energy contract. The Board considered a quote
from Constellation Energy for a fixed price on 
electric power for a period of from 1 to 5 years.
Pending review of the contract proposal by Town

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)
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Counsel, the Board decided to lock in rates for 3
years. 

Card Pond Weeds. The Board reviewed a letter
from the Parks and Recreation Committee indicating
their wish to appeal the Conservation Commission
ruling that denied permission for aquatic weed
removal from Card Pond using herbicide treatment.
However, the Board concluded that the ruling can
not be appealed because the application for weed
treatment was an amendment to an existing Order of
Conditions. A new Notice of Intent could be filed
but it would be too late to treat the pond this season
even if approved. Parks and Recreation will continue
with mechanical harvesting of weeds around the
beach area for this year.

Executive Session. The Board voted to go into
Executive Session per MGL Ch. 39:23B, (8) for the
purpose of meeting with the Chief of Police
Screening Committee and not to return to open 
session upon conclusion of the executive session.m

276 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230

413-528-5648
information@adventureus.net



Blacksmithing is in his
genes, says John Elling. His
family roots trace back to
an Italian town where people
still practice ferro batto, or
blacksmithing. Elling,
whose studio is located at
271 Great Barrington Road,
has worked with metal for
most of his life, both as a
fabricator and a welder. He
is also experienced as a
builder, cabinetmaker, 
millwright, and professional
hardware distributor.

Born in Brooklyn, New
York, Elling moved to Great
Barrington with his parents
in 1972 when he was a
child. By the time he was
16, he was working as a
welder for Art Gennari at
Balgen Machine Company.
While a student at
Monument High School, he
spent as much time as 
possible in the school’s
metal working shop. 

A devoted collector of
scrap metal and other 
discarded industrial materi-
als such as excess stainless
steel punch-outs, worn
machine parts, and aviation parts, Elling
has the ability to transform these 
leftovers into imaginative pieces of sculpture and
furniture. “In creating this type of art,” Elling says,
“I hope to open people’s eyes and minds to the 
possibilities of what can be done with all we discard,
using a little creativity and imagination.”

Elling’s work, finely machined with clear, crisp
lines, is as functional as it is artistic. He has created

circular staircases and railings
of stainless steel, curvaceous
sign brackets for upscale
shops such as Shooz in
Lenox, attractive recycling
containers for use in Great
Barrington, tables of all
shapes and sizes (some with
jet engine blades for legs),
dramatic sundials that would
be equally at home in a fine
art museum as in your 
backyard, elegant vanities
with deceptively simple
lines, and a large metal 
armchair with drive train
chains for arm rests. 

But that’s just a glimpse of what John Elling can
do. His intricate weathervane “The Weather Jester,”
fashioned almost entirely from recycled materials
including parts developed for guided missiles, was
voted Best in Show at the 2005 Norman Rockwell
Summer Art Exhibit. Afterward, a man bought “The
Weather Jester” for $8,500 and shipped it to his
home in Paris.
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Business Profile
John Elling Metal: Function and Art Intertwined

Story and Photos By Brucie Jacobs

Above: John
Elling with

Garden
Temple.

Right: The
Weather

Jester 
weathervane,
voted “Best in
Show” at the

2005 Norman
Rockwell
Summer

Exhibit
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In 2006, Elling once again won Best in
Show at the Norman Rockwell Art Exhibit.
This time, his entry was a scarecrow named
“Rusty,” who now presides over Elling’s 
vegetable garden. Sporting a cone-shaped
hat and metal shirt buttons, “Rusty” is an
eye-catching figure that’s difficult not to
notice from the road. 

Elling is in the process of finishing a set
of garden gates (“Pearly Gates”) for this 
summer’s Norman Rockwell Art Exhibit. Each
gate will contain 40 reflective gazing balls;
anyone approaching the “Pearly Gates” will
see his image mirrored in each of the balls. 

One of Elling’s most intriguing works is
his “Garden Temple,” which was exhibited in
the Stockbridge Sculpture Now Show 2007,
and will soon be on display in this summer’s
Chesterwood Art Show. Intended as a place
for rest and rejuvenation, the Garden Temple
is composed mostly of salvaged materials,
including stainless steel and oxidized metal,
that lend it an organic effect. Resembling a
tree rooted in the
earth – or a cross
between a large
umbrella and a
carousel – it provides
shelter from the sun,
while the reflective
underside mirrors the
natural surroundings.
At night, solar lights
beneath the perforated
seat bounce thousands
of spots of light
toward the underside,
blending it with the
canopy of stars in the
sky. Elling hopes that
the Garden Temple will “bring the observer closer to the idea that 
we are part of our immediate surroundings and yet connected to the 
distant universe.”

When he’s not busy creating art from metal, Elling is working to turn
his land into a completely self-sustaining property. In addition, Elling
intends to offer welding classes this summer.  More information about
John Elling’s sculpture and furniture, as well as photographs, can be
found at www.johnellingmetal.com.m

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

John Elling with his Scarecrow, above,
and his gazing ball at left.
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WEST STOCKBRIDGE SPORTSMEN CLUB

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Weddings • Stags • Reunions • Banquets
Banquet Hall, Kitchen & Full Bar
Outside Pavilion • Bocci • Horseshoes

413-232-4275
4 Sportsmen Lane,West Stockbridge, MA 01266

New Members Welcome!

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Annual Town Election Results

MODERATOR, 1YR. VOTES
Eugene Dellea 359
Blanks 53
BOARD OF SELECTMAN, 3YR
R. Michael Kirchner 218
William B. Kie 185
Blanks 9
BOARD OF ASSESSORS, 3YR
Ann Kinne 314
Blanks 98
FINANCE COMMITTEE, 3 YR

Robert Salerno 311
Blanks 101

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Julia Krahm 291
Blanks 121

PLANNING BOARD, 5 YR
Sarah Thorne 319
Blanks 93

PLANNING BOARD, 2 YR
Antonio Pieropan 322
Blanks 90

BOARD OF HEALTH, 2YR
Earl Moffatt 328
Pam Bartlett 3
Blanks 81

BOARD OF HEALTH, 3YR
Jan Wolters 264
Pam Bartlett 19
Blanks 129

LIBRARY TRUSTEE, 3YR
June Biggs 324
Blanks 88
CEMETERY COMMISSION, 3YR
Peter Skorput 334
Blanks 78

TREE WARDEN, 3YR
William Kie 103
James Hallock 301
Blanks 8

CONSTABLES, 3YR
Karl Cooper 297
William Pixley 303
Michael Skorput 297
Paul Faggioni 296
Billy Cooper 278
Blanks 589

QUESTION ONE
YES 196
NO 94
Blanks 122
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2008 Annual Town Meeting
By Tina Skorput Cooper, CMC CMMC

The Annual Town Meeting of West Stockbridge
was held on Monday May 5, 2008. This was the first
Annual Town Meeting in our newly renovated 
gymnasium of the Town Offices at the Village School.
There were approximately 82 registered voters attending
the meeting.

Moderator Gene Dellea opened the meeting with a
moment of silence for Irene Skorput, long time Board
of Assessors member and other Town residents who
passed away this past year.

Articles 1 thru 11 were the usual “boiler plate”
articles that give authorization to the various Town
Officers to run the day-to-day operations of our Town.
Those articles passed with little discussion. Article 12
was a new addition to the Town Meeting Warrant:
approving the creation of a Revolving Fund for Parks
and Recreation fees. It will allow Parks and Recreation
to collect fees and fund various activities. Article 13
was a Citizen’s Petition calling for all votes to be by
secret ballot. A motion was made by Selectman Mike
Kirchner to table the article for the purpose of forming
a study committee to bring recommendations to a
future Special or Annual Town Meeting. The motion
was seconded and Article 13 was tabled.

Articles 14-24, the operating budgets, debit and
interest accounts, intergovernmental expenses and 
miscellaneous
expenses for
each Town
Department,
Office and
Boards passed
but not until
questions about
the various
increases were
asked about and
explained by the
Chairman of the
Board of
Selectmen.

Articles 
25-33 were 
funded by free

cash appropriations. Voters approved the purchase of a
used pick-up truck for the Highway Department for
$12,000, transferring $5000 into the Parks and
Recreation Capital Improvement Fund, $38,000 for 
the purchase of a replacement tractor for the Highway
Department, $12,000 for the creation of a State 
mandated Emergency Action Plan for Shaker Mill
Dam, $50,000 to the Downtown Infrastructure
Improvements, $18,500 for the construction of a
garage to house the Council on Aging Van at the
Highway Department and $7,000 to fund the second
year of aquatic weed removal in the Shaker Mill Pond.

Articles 34-38, the Sewer and Water operations
and maintenance budgets, Water Department Capital
Costs, the transfer of $1,000 from the Dog Trust Fund
to the Library, and the acceptance of the Revolving
Accounts for various Town Departments and/or
Inspectors were approved without hesitation.

The Town Meeting adjourned in approximately 90
minutes.m

Driveways & Repairs
Garden Design & Installation

Free Estimates
Bob LeBeau, Sr.

268 East Road, Alford, MA 01266

(413) 528-4438

Lawn Mowing
Lawns Installed

Tree Work
Caretaker
Walkways

Fall Clean-ups
Spring Clean-ups

Excavator Work
Landscaping
Gardens
Patios
Stone Walls
Field Mowing
Stump Grinding

Share your marriage vows 
with nature at:

West Center 
Open Air Chapel

West Center Road, West Stockbridge
For more information and reservations call: 

413-232-4256

West Stockbridge Congregational Church, UCC
Worship Services Sundays, 10:00am at 45 Main Street

An open and affirming congregation

Worship at the outdoor chapel on the last Sunday of each
month, May through October
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On Saturday, August 9th, the West Stockbridge
Cultural Council will host the 5th Annual Zucchini
Festival. Can you believe the festival will be five years
old? If you have attended the Festival before you know
how much fun it is. I know each of my children look
forward to their town’s big event each summer.

There will be plenty of activities for kids and
adults: zucchini decorating, zucchini car races, zucchini
gondola rides, even a zucchini catapult. The climbing
wall will also be back this year. Local craftsman will be
offering their wares and local restaurants will be offering
their specialties. And don’t forget the infamous Zuck
race down the Williams River in which you can purchase
a Zuck to win fabulous prizes. There will also be lots
of entertainment provided during the day. In the
evening, Shut Up and Dance, a local band will provide
music followed by another fabulous fireworks display.

We need everyone in town to give us a hand. There
are plenty of things to do to help plan and put on the
Festival. Volunteers are needed to help decorate the
town, set up for the Festival, and clean up the next day.
If you can donate even one hour of your
time, we have a task for you. Please
be an active part of our wonderful
community and volunteer.
Together, we can make our 5th
Zucchini Festival the best one yet!

To serve on our Zucchini Festival
Committee please call Marge Powell at 232-0222. If
you would like to volunteer on the day of the Festival
please call Sue Coxon at 232-7762.

Zucchini Festival Reaches 5 Year Mark

Support the
FIREWORKS 

at the Zucchini Festival!

Every year the Festival has drawn larger crowds
and we are able to generate funds to help us become
self-supporting. Whenever you buy a T-Shirt or a
ticket for an activity the proceeds are used to put on
the next Zucchini Festival. 

However, this year we are still in need of donations
to sponsor the Fire Works Display. Many of you have
been very generous in supporting the Festival in the
past and we are again asking for your help.  

Checks should be made out to the West
Stockbridge Cultural Council and mailed to the
Cultural Council, P.O. Box 163 West Stockbridge,
MA 01266.  Please include your name and address so
we can thank you and send you a receipt for your tax
records.  

If you have any questions, please call Marjorie
Powell at 232-0222. Thank you for all your support!

4 Open to all Berkshire craftspeople and vendors.

4 We’re looking for a variety of vendors selling fun
and/or unique items.

4 Anything related to Zucchini is especially welcome.

4 The booth fee is $30.*
4 Space in the Food Court is $85.*
All applications will be reviewed by the Festival Committee.

*EFFECTIVE JUNE 15TH: Fees will be increased to $40 for Booths 
and $100 for the Food Court. Book now and save!

Craftspeople! 
Artists! Food Vendors! 

Sellers of All Fun or Unique Items… 

Fees go up June 15th!
Reserve a space 

NOW!!

Please call Marjorie Powell at 
232-0222 or e-mail artifact@bcn.net
to apply for a booth.

Reserve space now for a booth at the
Zucchini Festival, August 9, 2008!

Second 
homeowners don’t 
be shy! Have fun! 
Volunteer for an 

hour or 2!
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Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

441133--332299--22333322 // 223322--44332222

Prompt, Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

TREE SERVICES:
Tree and Brush Removal

Cabling
Pruning

Land Clearing
Spring Cleanup

Mulching, Planting, Flower Bed Maintenance
Drainage and Driveway Repair

Caretaking
Material Hauling

Local 
Yokel

Sighting 
of the 

\    Month

Do you have any photos of wildlife 
sightings to share with our readers?
Send us your photos!

An early morning visitor to the Parker 
residence on State Line Road.

Photo: J. Parker
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WS
FD Chief Skorput explains the procedure

WS
FD Ready to go

WS
FD

Background: The Chief checks out 
the situation

WS
FD The Firemen are ready to start

WSFD Holds Live Burn Training
By Tina Skorput Cooper 

Photos by Junior Firefighter Josh Morse

The West Stockbridge Fire Department hosted a “Live Burn Training” for area Fire Departments
on Saturday May 3. The training was held at an abandoned house on Great Barrington Road. Fire 
personnel from Great Barrington, Housatonic, Alford, Richmond and Lenox joined our firefighters for
a day of intensive training.

Each department took turns doing what is called “rotations” through the burning structure, learning
how to operate their air packs, what should be expected during an actual fire and what a firefighter
needs to do in any given situation, how to operate the hoses and how to run the pumper trucks. It was
a great learning experience for all personnel involved.m
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WS
FD The Alford FD goes into the attic

WS
FD Background: Garage is fully involved

WS
FD

Asst. Chief Larry Morse walks through 
a winter wonderland

WS
FD Foam is used to keep trees from igniting

WS
FD

Our local volunteer firefighters:
there for you
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Do you recognize these
students and teachers?

Help us identify the year, pupils and faculty of
this bygone class of West Stockbridge School! And
if you are in this photo and have an interesting story
about the school, your classmates, or teachers, we’d
love to hear it. Send information to:

WSLY, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Or e-mail to wstnclerk@msn.com

Photo submitted by Paul Faggioni, Sr.

Another Bright Idea:

GIRDLER ELECTRIC

MA LIC. 16255A

Barry Girdler, Owner
413.232.7719

P.O. Box 20
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

�§
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Quills in the Snout at 11:00pm on a Saturday Night?
Lucky for Sammy There’s the Animal ER of the Berkshires

Story and Photos By Karen Rusch

A few months
ago I let Samantha
(Sammy), my
White Shepherd
out for her late
night piddle. She
ran up the slope
on the side of the
driveway where
she usually goes,
only this time she
ran further into the
woods and I heard
a scuffle. I called
her and after a 
little hesitation she
came to the door
and looked up at
me – with a muzzle full of porcupine
quills! 

I freaked out! I’ve never seen a
porcupine before and I didn’t think I
had any lurking around my house for
whatever porcupines lurk around for.
Amazingly, Sammy didn’t seem
freaked out at all…until I started trying
to pull the quills out with a pair of 
pliers. After getting two out to painful
yelps, she would have no more of it –
I’ve since learned that the quills are
barbed and designed to go in but not to
come out. 

So who are you gonna’ call at
11:00pm on a Saturday when your dog
looks like an acupuncture experiment
gone wrong? I put the pliers back in
the toolbox and called the Animal ER
of the Berkshires. Hosted by Pittsfield
Veterinary Hospital, it’s convenient to
West Stockbridge on West Housatonic Street
(Route 20) very close to route 41. In the last year
or so I’ve been there a few times – as an owner of
two dogs it always seems like something’s happen-
ing. And when it happens after hours, the ER is an
important – even life-saving – resource for
Berkshire pet owners. 

Previously, if you had an emergency with your
pet, each vet in the area was “on call”. The ER was
created in 2005 to receive emergency referrals from
area hospitals on weekends and holidays, and is
staffed by a veterinarian and trained emergency care 
specialists. Their goal is to treat and stabilize sick or
injured pets until they can be transferred to their regular
veterinarian for follow-up care. Because of their mission
to provide emergency services, they have extensive
equipment and diagnostic services on site.

Denise Mullen, the ER Practice Manager,
explains, “Our staff and hospital are well equipped

to handle any medical or
surgical emergency,
although the majority of
our treatments are directed
at providing acute, 
life-saving treatment and 
stabilization. We have all
the medication, diagnostic,
medical, and surgical 
equipment necessary to
see a pet through most
emergencies. We have an
in-house laboratory to
perform extensive 
diagnostic testing, 
ultrasound capabilities
and we stock red 
blood cells, plasma and 
oxyglobin.”

Quilled!

In Case of a 
Pet Emergency:

The Animal ER is open on weekends 
and holidays. If you have an emergency
mid-week, you should call your regular 
veterinarian. Each hospital handles their
own emergencies mid-week.

Phone: 413-997-3425

Location: 1634 West Housatonic St.,
Pittsfield, MA 01201
(From West Stockbridge, go up 41N. Turn
right onto 20E (West Housatonic Street).
Drive about 1/4 mile. The hospital is up on
the hill to the left. Look for the large blue
sign for Pittsfield Veterinary Hospital.
Follow the driveway up the hill.)

Hours: 5:00pm Friday – 8:00am Monday
Holidays – 24 hours

Fees: There is a $95.00 emergency fee.
Additional costs depend on the nature and
severity of your pet’s situation and what
diagnostics, products and services are
necessary. The cost of services reflect the
cost of providing quality after-hours care.

Dr. John C.
Reynolds, DVM
and one of his

feline patients on
the mend.
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A recent addition has been digital radiograph
equipment that enables veterinarian and practice
owner Dr. John C. Reynolds, DVM to respond to
emergencies and follow up with ER patients’
veterinarians faster and better than ever. “I can see
results faster than with traditional x-rays, he said. 
“I can adjust the contrast levels to visualize things
better. I can even put the images on a CD and send
them to the client’s vet.”

But he didn’t need x-rays to see Sammy’s 
problem. The quills were quite visible to the naked
eye. After explaining the protocol for handling
quills, Dr. Reynolds and the technician took Sammy
off for a little quick anesthesia so they could remove
the quills and check her out.

About 20 minutes later, I was back in the car
taking a woozy doggy home to bed, the next morning
to awake as if nothing had ever happened.

Such is the life of a dog or cat owner. When
asked what the most typical emergencies are, Denise
Mullen said, that besides porcupine quills, blocked
cats, vomiting and diarrhea, pancreatitis, ingestion of
foreign bodies, and poisoning are the most common. 

I’ve been through a few of those. And this summer
should Sammy and Porky meet again, I know to reach
for the phone right
away instead of the
pliers.m

Veterinary 
technicians Missy
Meyer-Wood (left)

and Jenn Tatro get
a blood pressure

reading from 
another four-footed

patient.

Under Massachusetts General Law, all
Massachusetts residents who own or register a motor
vehicle must annually pay a motor vehicle excise.
The excise is issued by the town where the vehicle is
principally garaged and revenues become part of that
town’s treasury.

Excise bills are prepared by the Registry of
Motor Vehicles according to information on the
vehicle’s registration. Excise tax is levied at the rate
of $25 per thousand of valuation. The state uses the
manufacturer’s list prices for the vehicles in their
year of manufacture and the age of the motor vehicle
according to the following formula:

Brand new car released before 
model year 50%
In the model year 90%
In the second year 60%
In the third year 40%
In the fourth year 25%
In the fifth and succeeding years 10%

Excise bills are prorated on a monthly basis and
so the annual fee on a car registered after January 1
will be reduced by one twelfth of the full year’s
excise for every month prior to the one in which it
was registered. Therefore, if you have the option,
registering on the first of a month rather that at the
end of the preceding month, will save you money by
waiting that extra day or so.

Excise bills, unlike real estate must be paid in
full; no partial payments will be accepted. A person 

(continued on page 22)

Collector’s Notes: Motor Vehicle
Excise Tax

By June Biggs, Town Collector
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Muddy Brook PTA News
By Jenni Roy-Hallock

Below is a copy of The Bookloft coupon once
again. Please cut it out, copy it for your friends,
have everyone you know get that book they have
been meaning to get on June 6-8. Thanks so much,
Bookloft! We are really hoping to set a record with
sales this time around.

June is National Safety Month. Learn along
with the children what you can do to make a 
difference! Check out http://www.nsc.org/nsm
for weekly topics.

Our next meeting will be June 11th, 7:00 pm
in the Muddy Brook Library. We will be voting 
on officers and setting up for next year. For 
more information, contact Jenni Roy Hallock at 
232-4322 or jenniroy1@gmail.com.

Please always remember our school and PTA
could use volunteers until the last day of school,
June 20th. From helping during our Olympic
Events to reading with a child, there are many
ways you can make a difference. Have a safe,
healthy and wonderful summer!m

tokonoma gallery

Call for our new location!

For more information contact Robin Schmitt at 
413 274-1166

Located @ Route 22 & I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4 Adjacent to 24hr. Truck Stop
4 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Lit
4 RV Parking – Boat Storage
4 Automobile Parking
4 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

www.canaan-selfstorage.com
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Wines:
Foxhorn
All Types
1.5 LT
$7.99

Red Sox Wines:
Manny Being Merlot
CaberKnuckle
Schilling Schardonnay
750 ml
$9.99

Liquor:
Canadian
Club
1.75 LT
$19.99

Mr. Boston
Vodka
1.75 LT
$10.99
2 for $21

Beer:
Summer
Beers Are 
In!

New
Specialty
Beers In
Stock

Graduations…Engagements…
Weddings. 

See Us For Party Prices!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good June 1-30, 2008

!

Parks & Recreation News
By Jenni Roy-Hallock

Once again, our Open Gym was a wonderful
success! So nice to watch our own talented 
basketball players practice.

Card Pond will officially open on Friday, June
20, the last day of school – which is a half day, by
the way – so see you there. Our Lifeguard will be
Jillian Culver, who became our Lifeguard at the end
of last year. Her hours will be Wednesday - Friday,
11:00 am to 4:00 pm, and Saturdays and Sundays,
11:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Our Tennis Court is all set and ready for more
players! We also will be getting a new backboard
and the outdoor hoops will be replaced. Also, two
new swing seats are on order.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 17 from 
6:30 - 7:30 pm. Any suggestions for summer and/or 
fall activities will be welcome. Come join us! Feel
free to contact Jenni Roy Hallock at 232-4322 or
jenniroy1@gmail.com with ideas if you can’t make
the meeting, or with any questions. Happy Summer,
West Stockbridge!m

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John
Albany Road, West Stockbridge
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Book Donations Wanted
The Friends of the West Stockbridge

Library are requesting donations for their
annual book sale. Books in saleable condition
may be provided to the Library located at the
Town Offices, 21 State Line Road; during
Library hours Wednesday - Friday, 2 PM - 6
PM, and Saturday 9 AM - 2 PM.

Art at the Library:
Margie Skaggs – Functional and

Decorative Ceramic Art

Examples of Margie Skaggs’ stoneware and
porcelain works will be on display at the
Library during June. Her works include bowls,
covered jars, vases, platters, mugs and
casseroles featuring Asian influences – espe-
cially Japanese, Chinese and Persian. 

Margie says, “I want my pots to be both
beautiful and functional – to look good as well
as be suited to their use. I strive for lush and
varied surfaces that invite touch and make even
the simplest pot feel luxurious and special.”

Library News
By AJ Cole, Library Director

It’s getting close to
summer and the
Library is gearing up
for this year’s summer
reading program, 
Wild Reads. We’ll kick
off summer with a 
children’s program by

John Porcino on Saturday, June 21. Stories and
activities with a WILD theme will be happening
all summer. Come and participate in the ongoing
programs: 

•Wednesdays:
Knitting, 2 PM

•Thursdays:
Scrapbooking/Card Making, 4 PM

•Saturdays:
Story Time and Crafts, 11 AM

•The first Friday of each month:
Book Club, 6 PM

The library is open Wednesday - Friday 2-6
PM and Saturdays 9 AM-2 PM. Look for new
hours starting in July.

Subscribe to the library’s blog!
http://wspl.blogspot.com 

Updates will automatically be sent to you by
email. Keep up with library events, ongoing 

programs, and other fun stuff.
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Congregational Church Celebrates Anniversaries
By Brian Butterworth, Member and Treasurer 

On Sunday June 22, the West Stockbridge
Congregational Church, UCC will celebrate two 
significant events. Established in 1833, this year
marks the 175th Anniversary of the church’s presence
in West Stockbridge Village. And, this month we’ll 
celebrate the one year anniversary of the installation of
our pastor, Rev. Shawn Bracebridge. A special service
will be held at 10 am with guest musicians and 
speakers from around the region. A time of fellowship
and good food will follow.

Congregational churches have been around New
England since the earliest days of our nation’s history.
The West Stockbridge church is part of the United
Church of Christ denomination (UCC), which has just
finished celebrating its own significant anniversary –
50 years since its establishment in 1957 as a community
of faith that seeks to respond to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in word and deed. The UCC was founded as the
union of several different Christian traditions: from the
beginning of our history, we were a church that
affirmed the ideal that Christians did not always have
to agree to live together in communion. Our motto –
“that they may all be one” – is Jesus’ prayer for the
unity of the church. The UCC is one of the most
diverse Christian churches in the United States, with
1.4 million members in 6,000 congregations.

The West Stockbridge Congregational Church,
UCC as you know it today represents a merger of the
Village Church and the West Center Congregational
Church, which burned to the ground in the late 1950’s.
We still maintain the site – now known as the West
Center Chapel – and honor our heritage by holding
outdoor services several times a year, including the

last Sundays of warm weather months plus special
services. We view ourselves as a community church,
taking pride in our non-denominational services, 
community dinners and support of organizations that
work to protect the environment; provide local and
world-wide services to the disadvantaged; and 
promote social justice. 

The calling of Reverend Bracebridge in 2007 was
a particularly significant event for our church. A gay
man in a committed relationship, Shawn’s arrival has
confirmed our decision, reached in 2005 after many
years of prayer, education and discussion, to become
an “Open and Affirming” congregation, one of only
three such congregations in Berkshire County.

In addition to being a thoughtful pastor, Shawn is
a gifted musician who uses those talents as a therapist
for developmentally challenged children. A native of
Rutland, MA, he grew up in the UCC and we are 
fortunate to have him here in West Stockbridge as our
spiritual leader. Please consider joining us for worship
on June 22 to meet him and share in our celebration.
All are truly welcome, as stated in writing and in word
at each week’s service:

Welcome to all who have no church home, need
strength, have doubts or do not believe. Welcome to
grandparents, to mothers, to fathers, to children and to
single people. Welcome to new friends and old. Welcome
to people of all colors, cultures, abilities and sexual
orientations, to old and young, to believers and 
questioning believers. Welcome to Everyone! We hope
that you find your worship with us meaningful and
your faith strengthened.m

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

May 2008

Carl and Stephanie Bradford

Robin Lazarow

Pam and Peter Negrini

Stuart and Judith Nevins

Karen and Jerry Waxberg

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 23.)

June 1 Vinnie Fruet
June 8 Tricia Skorput
June 13 Jakie Dupont
June 24 Karl Cooper
June 26 Connie Lockenwitz
June 26 Adelaide Rusch
June 30 Pam and Ron Race

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-212-3161, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

Compost Now Available
Compost is now available to be picked up as long as
it lasts. Bring your own container.

Large Furniture Disposal
Please call a day or two in advance before bringing

large furniture items such as sofas, stuffed
chairs, mattresses and box springs, to be sure
space is available in the waste container.

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

June Birthdays &
Anniversaries

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Taking Care of Each Other
Serving West Stockbridge Families

441133--669988--33330033 oorr 886666--669988--33330033
VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt cchhaa--vvnnaa..oorrgg
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Church Celebrates Anniversaries
The West Stockbridge Congregational Church at 45
Main Street, West Stockbridge, plans a celebration of
Rev. Shawn Bracebridge’s 1st Anniversary and the
175th Birthday of the Church on Sunday, June 22nd at
10 am. The celebration will be followed by potluck
luncheon.

The Church will also hold its Food/Bake Sale on
Saturday, June 28th, 9am to 1pm, in front of
Baldwin’s Extracts, Depot Street, West Stockbridge.

Stockbridge Grange Holds Monthly Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will hold their monthly
dinner on Sunday, June 8. They will serve a public
Roast Pork dinner, family style in the Hall on
Church Street in Stockbridge from 1 to 2:00pm. The
cost is $9.50 for adults and $4.50 for children under
12. Take out is available by calling 
413-298-3185.

News From Our Post Office
On April 30, Cheryl Rieke retired from the United
States Postal Service after 20 years of dedicated
service. She worked at the West Stockbridge Post
Office for seven years. Cheryl has also worked at
the Lee, Stockbridge and Sheffield Post Offices. We
will all miss her dearly.

On May 12, the postal rates increased. Stamps are
now 42 cents, postcards are 27 cents, international
letters are 94 cents an ounce, and letters sent to
Canada and Mexico are 72 cents an ounce. The
Forever stamp does not need an additional 1 cent; it
is valued at the current rate.

Reminders: Tag Sales, Dog Owners
Tag Sale Permits are required when you plan on
having a Tag, Garage or Yard Sale. The cost is only
$5.00 and you can obtain a permit through the
Selectmen’s Office by calling 232-0300 ext. 319.
The permits are issued for three days and you cannot
have more than three sales a year. If you would like
more information, please contact the Board of
Selectmen’s Office.

Dog Owners have until June 13 to license their
dog(s) without paying the late fees. All dogs not
licensed as of June 13 will be charged the regular
licensing fee plus late fees. If you have any questions
or are in need of an application, please contact the
Town Clerk’s Office at 413-232-0300 ext. 300 or 
e-mail clerk@weststockbridge-ma.gov.

Community News & Events
(Excise Tax, continued from page 15)

who does not receive a bill is still liable for the
excise plus any interest charges accrued, therefore it
is important to keep the Registry, local assessors,
and the post office informed of a current name and
address so that the bills can be delivered promptly.
All owners of motor vehicles must pay excise; 
therefore, it’s the responsibility of the owner to contact
the local assessor if they don’t receive a bill.

If an excise is not paid within 30 days from the
date of issue, I will send a demand with a fee of $5,
and interest will accrue from the day after the original
due date. After 14 more days from the mailing of
demands, a warrant will be issued to the deputy 
collector. This carries an additional $10 fee. When
he issues a notice of warrant a $12 charge is added
and if there is still no response, a service warrant,
with a $17 fee, is issued. Once any past due excise is
sent to the deputy, all payments are handled through
his office. Our deputy is Arthur P. Jones, whose
office is at 88 Cottage Street, P.O. Box 808,
Easthampton, MA 01027.  Checks sent to his office
should be made payable to the Town of West Stockbridge.
He may also be contacted, toll free, at 1-877-378-9265,
and will accept credit card payment.

If you feel that you are entitled to an adjustment
of your bill, it is strongly suggested that you pay the
bill in full, then apply for an abatement to avoid
charges and interest. Abatement request forms are
printed on the reverse side of your bill. They are also
available from my office or from the assessors.
Abatement requests must be received within three
years of when the bill was due or one year after it
was paid, whichever is later.m
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Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Wed. - Fri. 2-6pm; Sat. 9-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:
www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317
Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

Post Office 413-232-8544

&
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

JUNE 2008 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

June 1 Monument Mountain Class of 2008 Graduation 1:30pm Tanglewood

June 2–June 6 TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE CLOSED

June 2
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

June 5
Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Town Offices

June 8 Stockbridge Grange Dinner 1:00pm-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

June 9 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 11 PTA Meeting 7:00pm Muddy Brook Elementary School Library

June 12 CHP HCAP Community Health
Screening/Insurance Enrollment 2:00pm-4:00pm Town Offices

June 14 FLAG DAY

June 15 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

June 16 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 17
Parks and Recreation Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 20
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL BHRSD 1/2 DAY

CARD POND OPENS FOR SEASON

June 21 SUMMER BEGINS!

June 22 Birthday and Anniversary Celebration with 
Pot Luck Luncheon 10:00AM West Stockbridge Congregational Church

June 23 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices

June 28 Congregational Church Food/Bake Sale 9:00am to 1:00PM West Stockbridge Congregational Church

June 30 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Town Offices


