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December 10, 2007
Open Meeting; Village School. Present: Curt

Wilton, Tina Skorput Cooper, Michael Kirchner. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. 

Emergency Alarms. The Board approved a 
proposal from Alarms of Berkshire County to install
emergency panic alarms in the Town offices and the
Library in response to security concerns raised by
Town officers and employees.

Water Charges. The Board discussed new charges
to the Town by the Housatonic Water Company
(HSC), a private company which provides drinking
water to West Stockbridge residents on High Street
and the Williamsville section of town. HSC is charging
the town $240 per month for ‘hydrant rental,’ which 
it says the Town used to pay but stopped around ten
years ago. There is no appropriation to cover this
expense in the current budget. Mark Webber will 
continue discussions with HSC. 

Congratulations Tina! The Board congratulated
Town Clerk Tina Skorput Cooper for achieving the
status of “Certified Municipal Clerk.”

Old Town Hall. The Board discussed the Request
for Proposals (RFP) process for the Old Town Hall. A
formal process is required by law. One of the first
steps is for the Board to consider what, if any, ‘public
benefit’ (e.g. use or appearance restrictions) to include
in the request.

New Sign. Tina Skorput Cooper reported that a
new sign is ready to be installed in the front lawn of
the Village School.

Building Use Policy. The Board resumed 
discussion of the Building Use Policy and whether it
should be amended to allow “therapy dogs.” Present
for the discussion were Library Board of Trustees
member Kathy Davis and Library Director AJ Cole.

Curt Wilton reviewed previous discussions on the
topic, acknowledging both support shown for AJ and
her dog at the last meeting and concern for people
who may be averse to dogs or afflicted by allergies.
Curt recommended that no pets be allowed in the
building but offered as a compromise that AJ could be
allowed to have her dog in the Library on Saturdays
when ‘therapy dog’ reading sessions take place. 

Tina Skorput Cooper said she has no problems
with the dog in the Library and considers it an asset.
Mike Kirchner thanked AJ for the information she
provided on therapy dog practices and said the Board
should distinguish between bringing a pet to work and
a therapy animal for specific programs. 

Library Trustee Kathy Davis expressed concern
about having the dog in the library for extended periods
(AJ wants to have the dog with her all day on
Saturdays with the program at the end of the day).
Mike Kirchner proposed amending the Town Building
Use Policy as follows:

“Certified Therapy dogs shall also be exempted 
for the purpose of conducting specific reading 
programs in the Library or outside on the grounds.
These programs are to be conducted under the 
guidelines and standards of the Delta Society or
Therapy Dogs International.”

Curt Wilton suggested amending the motion to
allow the dog all day on Saturdays, but Mike Kirchner
said he couldn’t support that and Kathy Davis stated
the Library Trustees oppose allowing the dog to stay
all day. The original motion was voted and approved.

December 17, 2007
Open Meeting; Village School. Present: Curt

Wilton, Tina Skorput Cooper, Michael Kirchner. Also
present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Liquor Licenses. The Board reviewed annual
liquor license renewals. License holders who are not
current with fees or taxes will not be processed until
fees and or taxes are up to date.

Old Town Hall. The Board discussed the RFP for
disposition of the Old Town Hall. Town Counsel has
been asked for an opinion on authority and process. It
is unclear whether town meeting approval is required.

Downtown Zoning. The Board discussed the
Planning Board’s thoughts and potential actions
regarding possible zoning changes in the downtown
area to be more reflective of a small town commercial
district. Today, the south side of Main Street is zoned
Commercial and the north side is Residential. The
topic has become more of a priority because of the
possible disposition of the Old Town Hall (currently,
the Old Town Hall is zoned Residential). Ideas 
discussed by the Planning Board include re-drawing
the zoning map to make both sides of Main Street
(starting at South Street and continuing through the
Old Town Hall parcel) Commercial.  Other discussions
addressed whether to make substantial changes to the

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available 
in full and unedited on the Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)



3

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John
Albany Road, West Stockbridge

Commercial Zone by-law and whether to switch 
special permitting authority from the ZBA to the
Planning Board. The Planning Board will consider
assistance from Berkshire Regional Planning Council
on the downtown zoning issue. The Selectmen
expressed appreciation for the Planning Board’s efforts
and offered to assist.

Church Plowing. The Board reviewed a formal
request from the Congregational Church asking if the
Town would consider plowing the church driveway
following storms. Curt Wilton said the policy has been
loose over the years and the Town has helped out in
the past when they could. The Board will discuss the
matter further.

Consignment Sale. The Board considered a
request from Cindy Faggioni to use the Town Hall for
a charity children’s clothing consignment sale March
13 through 16. Following discussion, the Board
approved the request pending proof of insurance. 

Executive Session. The Board entered into 
executive session to discuss pending litigation and
returned to open session upon completion. 

Emergency Planning. Emergency Management
Coordinator Lou Oggiani discussed the Town’s 
alignment with different agencies and groups for
emergency and pandemic disease management. Lou
met recently with the Richmond Board of Health 
concerning possible alignment with Richmond, which
is aligned with Pittsfield. West Stockbridge is already
aligned with a Southern Berkshire group based at
Fairview Hospital. Lou’s opinion is that West
Stockbridge is
best served by
continuing its
affiliation with
the Southern
Berkshire group.
If the West
Stockbridge
Board of Health
wishes to pursue
parallel 
arrangements
with Richmond
they should do
so. The Board
agreed.

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111
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Business Profile

Ed Sottile, a Pittsfield native (who still lives there)
has owned Queensborough Spirits for 17 years. Prior to
purchasing the store and the building, he was a liquor
salesman and owned a small hotel in Pittsfield.  He said
he loves having a business in West Stockbridge – that
it’s a wonderful community – and that he can’t think of
a single bad experience he’s had in the store.

Prior to Ed purchasing the store, it was a liquor
store owned by Gordon Rose. Gordon was planning to
close the store and Ed saw an interesting opportunity.
The building dates from the 1850’s and has three 
apartments upstairs. At different times in the past it
housed various businesses such as a barbershop, a 
deli and a regular market.

Ed describes the store as
constantly evolving with a very
eclectic mix of items. There is a
good selection of wine, beer and
all major brands of spirits. In
addition, there are many other
items for sale such as Berkshire
Ice Cream, cheese, crackers,
sausage, other deli items, snack
foods and a wide selection of
juice and soda along with lottery
tickets and newspapers. Prices
are very competitive with the
larger stores in the area. There
are special party prices – he has
done a lot of liquor catering in
addition to working with food
caterers.  

Ed said that in the 17 years he’s been in West
Stockbridge that the most significant changes have been
a twofold increase in the number of businesses here;
that more customers are crossing the New York line to
shop; and that he is selling a lot more of the better
wines – that today people care more about the quality of
wine and are willing to spend more for it.

As everyone who shops at Queensborough already
knows, the customer service is excellent and the 
atmosphere is very friendly. Ed does a great deal of 
special ordering, so don’t hesitate to ask for your
favorites if you don’t see them on the shelves.

Hard to miss with its colorful facade, Queensborough Spirits offers a wide 
selection of beer, wine and spirits.

Photo: J. Parker

Plowing & Sanding

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322

Firewood Delivered
Professional, Reliable and Fully Insuredd

ff

Queensborough Spirits
By Vicki Grayson
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A Friendly Winter Season
Reminder

By Curt Wilton, Highway Superintendent

Now that we’ve seen our first real snows of the
season, I’d like to take a moment to remind everyone
about snow removal etiquette. We will continue to clear
the roads and sidewalks as efficiently as possible during
and following storms and your cooperation on a few
items would be of great help to us.  There are three
snow-related Town by-laws that have been on the books
for several years that not everyone may be aware of. 

1. The first addresses overnight parking of vehicles
(Chapter IV, Section 4) and reads as follows: The Chief
of Police shall have the authority to remove or cause to
be removed from public ways any vehicle parked thereon,
after reasonable effort to contact the owner thereof,
which interferes with the normal functions of removing
snow or ice therefrom, or normal cleaning/maintenance
of the roadways. Any vehicle so removed shall be taken
into a public garage and stored. The owner of such
vehicle shall be liable for payment of charges incurred
in removing the vehicle and storing the same in 
accordance with the provisions of MGL, Chapter 40,
Section 22D, as amended.

2. The second Town regulation speaks to snow 
covered sidewalks (Chapter IV, Section 5) and reads:
The owner of premises, and his tenant or licensee, shall
as soon as practical after any snowfall or ice storm,
cause all public sidewalks abutting said premises to be
cleared reasonably of such snow and or ice, and said
sidewalk to be made usable by the public with as much
safety as is possible under the circumstances.

3. The last snowy subject bylaw talks about proper
plowing manners (Chapter IV, Section 6) and says: No
person other than an employee in the service of the
town or an employee in the service of an independent
contractor acting for the Town shall pile, push or plow
snow or ice onto a Town way so as to impede the flow
of traffic on such way. Whoever violates this section
shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars ($100).

In return for your patience and courtesy during
heavy snowfalls, we will continue to do our absolute
best to keep your roadways and pedestrian ways as safe
and clear as we possibly can. Thanks for your help.

Wines:
Columbia Crest
All Types
1.5 LT
$12.99

Smoking Loon
All Types
750 ml
$7.99

Liquor:
Captain Morgan
Rum
1.75 LT
$29.99

Jim Beam
Bourbon
1.75 LT
$24.99

Beer:
Killian’s Irish
Red
12 pk bottles
$10.99 + dep

Guiness Pub
Draft Cans
4-pks:
$6.99 + dep
8-pks:
$12.99 + dep

Bring something special 
to your Valentine:

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good February 1-29, 2008

!

tokonoma gallery

5 Center  Stree t ,  West  Stockbr idge ,  MA 01266
Robin  Schmit t    413.232.8505

f ine  ar t & craf t
c u s t o m  f r a m i n g
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Playgroup Off to Strong Start
John J. Parker and Lisa F. Parker

The new Playgroup being offered at the 
gymnasium in the Town Hall is off to a strong start,
with 15 children, moms and a grandmother attending
the first session held on January 15.

Organized by Community Health Programs
(CHP), Playgroup offers unstructured but safe and
supervised play for young children, and an 
opportunity for caregivers to interact. Mats, tunnels,
ride-ons, music, and other stimulating play 
paraphernalia are provided.

Lisa Parker, supervisor of the West Stockbridge
Playgroup, said that new moms expressed their
appreciation for the support and the opportunity to
talk with other moms about baby concerns. One
said, “Our son played so enthusiastically he actually
asked to take a nap when we returned home!”

“We want to extend a special thank-you to the
Board of Selectmen for allowing us to use the gym
for our program, and to Peter Skorput for helping
with setup and attending to the special needs of our
little ones,” Parker added.

The program is held weekly on Tuesday mornings
from 9:30 to 11:30 am when school is in session.
There will be no Playgroup on Tuesday, February
5th, due to the primary election. For more information
about Playgroups and other CHP programs and 
services, call 528-0721 or see their web site at
www.communityhealthprograms.org.

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

Fifteen children and caregivers participated in the opening
session of the West Stockbridge Playgroup at the Town
Hall gym.

Photo: Lisa Parker



Local Artists Exhibition at the New Library at Town Hall 
Shows a Wealth of Talent 

Photo Essay by Molly Bruce Jacobs and Sue Coxon
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Ray Dorazio
assembles one
of his art-glass

lamps

Potters
Elaine

Hoffman
and Margie

Skaggs

Painter
Mary Ellen
Devaney

A table by metalworker
John Elling

Peter Thorne with Joy
Kennedy and John Elling

Joy Kennedy 
discusses her
painted floorcloths
with John Elling

A bench and chair by
fine woodworker Peter
Thorne

Pottery by
Margie Skaggs
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The West Stockbridge Fire Department was
organized on April 11, 1928 at a meeting called
“The Committee on Fire Apparatus.” The first Fire
Chief was Garrett Troy, who remained the Fire Chief
until his death in 1944. The Town has had nine Fire
Chiefs since Mr. Troy’s death.

The Fire Department was
housed in a building at Troy’s
Garage until 1962, when the
Town built a new combination
Fire, Police and Highway
Department. The 1928
American LaFrance Pumper
was the Department’s first
engine, in February 1950 a
Seagrave Pumper was 
purchased and the American
LaFrance was refurnished 
into a Tanker Truck and it
stayed in service until 1957,
when an additional pumper 
was purchased. 

The Seagrave was replaced
by the Sanford Fire Engine in
1974. The Sanford is still in service, but will be
replaced in Fall of 2008 when we receive a new
Pumper Truck. A Special Town Meeting held June
27, 2007 approved the 
purchase of the new truck. In 1982 the Town 
purchased a Mac Fire Truck which is the current
Engine 1.The Fire Department recently applied for
and received a grant for a new Pumper Rescue
Truck. This truck went into service in January 2008. 

Our Fire Department still upholds the tradition
that was started back in 1928. They are superior
group of dedicated volunteers who care about their
community and the people who reside here. They
respond to calls 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, no
matter what they are doing or where they are. 

The West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue Services
is led by Fire Chief Peter A. Skorput, who became
Fire Chief in 2004. Peter has been in the department
26 years. The other Officers of the Department are

Assistant Chiefs Larry Morse and Ron Race,
Lieutenants Steve Cabral and John Cardillo.
The Department has eleven Fire Fighters
and four Emergency Medical Technicians.
Two of the Firemen are also
Emergency Medical Technicians.

The Department
respond to an 
average of 6-8 calls
a month, with the majority being 
medical calls.

The Fire and Rescue Services
need more volunteers, especially
people who are available during the
day. Anyone in good health who
signs a form attesting to that fact
may join the department. Volunteers
receive first responder, CPR and
Automatic Defibulator training.  

What kind of commitment is
necessary to be a Volunteer
Firefighter? A willingness to help
the community, attend Monday night
practices to stay familiar with the

equipment, and take continuing education classes. 

Emergency Medical Technicians are also needed.
EMT’s must be at least 18 years old, undergo a
background check, and be in good health in order to
begin the process. A prospective EMT must take
and pass the EMT course, which is given several
times during the year. The Town pays for the course
upon completion, provided the person passes and is
willing to make a two year commitment to the
Department. 

Plans are in the
works for an Open
House at the Fire
Station. Stay tuned for
date and time in the
coming months. 

West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue Services
By Tina Skorput Cooper

WSFD
Fire Chiefs Since 
Inception in 1928

Garrett Troy
Guy Dellea

Lawrence Baldwin
Carlo Masiero
Joseph Morelli

James McDermott
Raymond K. Smith

Gerard Gerdin
Lawrence D. Tonini

Peter A. Skorput

The safety of West Stockbridge depends on
dedicated volunteers. Are you one of them?

The WSFD needs Volunteer Firefighters and
Emergency Medical Technicians. Contact Chief Skorput
at the Fire Station for more information.
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The Fire, Rescue & Support Services is
one of many volunteer organizations in our

community. They hold several events
throughout the year that are a lot of fun

for everyone in town in addition
to assisting our Fire Department.

A big thank you to all the members
for helping to make West
Stockbridge a great place to live.

According to member Tina Skorput Cooper,
their primary job is to provide support during a
major structure fire, brush fire or disaster. This
involves providing food, drink, warm blankets and
dry clothes to the firemen during the call. Tina
remembers a couple of mountain fires that took days
to extinguish and that in addition to food provided
by Support Services and family members of 
firemen, the back of her car was completely filled
with food donated by local vendors, including even
McDonald’s and Burger King.

In addition to support during emergencies, they
do a lot of fundraising to help the Fire Department

purchase equipment. The main annual fundraiser is a
Rabies Clinic held in the spring that is always a huge
success. In the past there have also been raffles, bake
sales, Tupperware sales, Pampered Chef parties and
chocolate sales.  

One of the year’s largest events, the Cabin Fever
Dinner Dance, is coming up soon on Saturday,
February 9th (see Community News and Events in
this issue for details).  

Support Services also holds many events for
town residents that are free of charge. Among these
annual events are Scarecrow Making Day, the Easter
Egg Hunt and Santa’s Visit, which are wonderful
activities for children.

Currently there are eight members in the group.
Carmen Tonini Morse is President, Laura Skorput is
Vice President, Barbara Tonini is Treasurer and
Karen Zick is Secretary. Other active members of
the group are Tina Skorput Cooper, Pat McGrath,
Linda LaPera and Dawn Korte. Everyone is welcome
to join. If you are interested, please call Carmen at
232-4637 or Laura at 232-7853. 

Support Services is There For Our Fire & Rescue Volunteers
By Vicki Grayson

Volunteer fire-fighter / EMT Jim Hallock shows off features of new truck.
Photo: J/ Parker

ety of West Stockbridge depends on
ed volunteers. Are you one of them?

D needs Volunteer Firefighters and
y Medical Technicians. Contact Chief Skorput
 Station for more information.
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Buffing, Waxing and Detailing
4 Working with All Insurance Companies
4 DuPont Qualified Refinishing

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette

The Hancock Shaker Village 4-H Club will have posters
created by members on display at the Town Offices February 25,
2008 thru March 8, 2008.  The Hancock Shaker Village 4-H Club

is lead by Mershele Springstube of West Stockbridge
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Dear Lisa,

You are my sunshine!  
Lotsa love and a Happy
Valentines Day from 
(I hope) your favorite
Yokel!

J.

Danny,

I don’t know what
I’d do without you.
And there are lots 
more grape vines just
waiting for you.

K

Dear A,

Every day I am 
reminded how lucky 
I really am to live
with you.

Oliver

ª ª ª Local Yokel Valentines ª ª ª

Jessica,

I’ll love you no 
matter what, even if
you get another dog.

B.

“Dear Santa” Gift Appeal Results

In our December 2007 issue, the Local Yokel included an appeal for
donations to the West Stockbridge Fire Department, Friends of the
Library, Beautification of West Stockbridge and (of course!) the
Local Yokel. The result was a total of $2,750 in support for these
important community organizations. We thank all those who
gave so generously.

Fire Department: $1,045.00
Friends of the Library: $515.00
Beautification of West Stockbridge: $580.00
Local Yokel: $610.00

Total: $2,750.00

Thank 
You!
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News from the Congregational Church
The West Stockbridge Congregational Church

will have the Bell Choir From the First
Congregation Church of Rutland, MA, offering
music during its Sunday Worship Service on
February 24 at 10 am.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will serve a public

Roast Pork Dinner, family style in the Grange
Hall on Church Street, Stockbridge, February 10,
from 1:00 to 2:00 pm. Cost is adults $9.00 and
$4.50 for children under 12 years old. Take out is
available by calling 413-298-3185.

Cabin Fever Dinner Dance
The West Stockbridge Fire, Rescue and

Support Services are holding their Annual Cabin
Fever Dinner Dance at the Stockbridge Sportsmen’s
Club on Saturday, February 9. Doors will open at
6:00 pm; dinner will be served at 7:00 pm with
dancing to follow at 8:30 pm. Tickets are $25.00
per person and can be purchased through Fire
Chief Peter Skorput at 413-232-7853.

February 5th is the Presidential
Primary

The 2008 Presidential Primary will be held on
Tuesday February 5.  The polls will be open from
7:00 am to 8:00 pm and they will be located at
the Town Offices at Village School.  

2008 Dog Licenses
2008 Dog Licenses will be available at the

Town Clerk’s Office beginning February 19. All
dogs six months and older must be licensed by
April 1. The fee for licensing is as follows:

Male/Female $12.00

Spayed/Neuter $  6.00

Please remember you must have a current
rabies certificate before you can license your
dog(s). Reminders for licensing will go out to all
2007 dog owners at the beginning of February. If
you have any questions, please contact the Town
Clerk’s Office at 232-0300 ext. 300 or E-mail
wstnclerk@msn.com.

Community News & Events Kids’ Treasures
Children’s Consignment Sale &

CRAFTS/VENDORS
**FREE Admission!!!**

March 14 – 16, 2008
Preview Sale 

(for volunteers or pay $10)
Friday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm

Public Sale:
Saturday 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am-12:00 pm

Location:
The New Town Hall

West Stockbridge, MA
Rt. 102 / State Line Rd

(Formerly Village School)

If you have children’s items to
sell, all you have to do is tag
them, drop off & we’ll take
care of the rest. You keep 70%
of sold items. Take unsold items
back or donate them. We expect
many sellers and lots of unique items
to choose from, i.e. clothes, toys, furniture, books,
videos/DVDs, games, shoes, strollers, maternity,
etc. Receive top dollar for your items & sell them
quickly with little hassle!

** Volunteer to work at the sale and shop
first (Friday) at the Preview Sale! **

Or choose to pay $10 to shop first Friday.

To sell or volunteer,
please contact:

Cindy Faggioni
pcfaggioni@verizon.net

413-232-7710
$5 seller fee (WAIVED) for referral of another 

consignor/vendor

Cash and personal checks accepted 
($26 fee for returned checks)

Fundraiser 
to help the Council of
Aging reach goal for

a NEW van!
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

January Donors:

Barbara Fiorini

Susan Fisher

Lorrin and Andrew Krouss

William Panzeri

Larry Vaber

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 15.)

February 2 Bernie Fallon
Liz DiGrigoli

February 4 Tina Skorput Cooper

February 13 Peter Skorput  

February 14 Donna Piretti

February 21 Casey Dupont

February 22 Gabriella Thierling

February 28 Isabella DiGrigoli

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-212-3161, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

The Compactor Station 
cannot accept TV’s or 
computer monitors for disposal.
These items may be taken to Goodwill
Industries in Pittsfield.

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor
Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

Mark Hallock
K&M Custom Construction

Offering Davis Frame timber frame homes
Fi

ne
 H

om
es

A
dd

it
io

ns
/R

en
ov

at
io

ns

W
. S

to
ck

br
id

ge
, M

A
 0

12
66

M
A

 L
ic

 #
 0

54
61

3
41

3-
23

2-
01

98

February Birthdays



Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Heart-shaped scones with a touch of
baked-in berry preserves. It's a great recipe for
kids to help with!

1 egg
1/3 cup milk
1/4 cup applesauce
2 tblsp. butter, melted
1 tsp. almond extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup sliced almonds (optional)
1/3 cup granulated sugar
3 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
4 1/2 tsp. strawberry or raspberry preserves
Powdered sugar

Heat oven to 400 degrees and grease a
cookie sheet.

Beat egg slightly in a medium bowl. Stir in
milk, applesauce, butter and almond extract.
Stir in remaining ingredients except preserves
and powdered sugar just until moistened.

Drop dough by 1/4 cupfuls about 3 inches
apart onto cookie sheet. Pat into heart shapes
about 3 inches wide and 1/2 inch high using
fingers dusted with flour. Make a shallow well
in the center of each heart, using the back of a
spoon dipped in flour. Place 1/2 tsp. of the 
preserves in each well.

Bake 12-15 minutes or until golden brown.
Remove from the cookie sheet onto a wire
rack. Sprinkle with powdered sugar while
warm and serve warm. Makes about 9 scones.

“I Love You” Scones

Send your favorite recipes to Lynn Ryan 
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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News from the Library
By AJ Cole, Library Director

Have you visited the New Library
in Town Hall yet? We have the Goods
and Services Bulletin and The
Central Register, which list projects
that are up for bid, a free magazine
swap, new bestsellers, and the
Citizenship Toolkit for those interested in pursuing
U.S. citizenship.

New programs are coming to the Library.  On
February 21st at 4 pm, we'll be scrapbooking for all
ages! Bring a few of your favorite photographs and
make a page of your own to take home. Then on
March 13th at 6:30 pm, the Library will be hosting
its first Poetry Slam competition for all ages!
Winners will continue on to the Western
Massachusetts Regional competition in April or May.
Adult computer classes have started. Call or stop in
to the library if you’re interested in the next session.

February vacation is coming up. The Library
will have activities Wednesday the 20th through
Friday the 22nd from 4-6 pm: games on Wednesday,
crafts on Thursday, and a movie on Friday. And if
you absolutely have to do some homework, this is a
great place for research.

Hope to see you at the Library!

Timeless Valentine
As time goes by from year to year,
One thing is surely true, my dear;
Though decades come and decades go,
Just seeing you sets me aglow.

Time shifts my body; I start to sag,
When I pass a mirror, it can make me gag.
My joints all ache; I can hardly move;
Still a smile from you, and I’m in the groove.

Getting older can be a pain,
But with you along, I can’t complain.
Despite the things that we go through,
I know I’ll never stop loving you.

Your loving heart turns life to play,
As we laugh at time from day to day.
So I write this poem, and I’ll hang my sign,
Saying, "Always Be My Valentine."

– Karl and Joanna Fuchs
Submitted by Lynn Ryan
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Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library Wed. - Fri. 2-6pm; Sat. 9-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov
Community and Business Website: www.weststockbridgetown.com

New Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk ext. 300

Town Collector ext. 302

Board of Assessors ext. 303

Library ext. 308

Building Inspector ext. 313

Board of Health ext. 314

Treasurer ext. 316

Accountant ext. 317

Board of Selectman
Administrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 300

Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195

Police Department
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station 413-232-0307

Sewer Plant 413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging 413-232-4317

&



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA
01266

February 2008 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

February 1 GROUND HOG DAY

February 2 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm New Town Offices

February 5
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 7:00am - 8:00pm New Town Offices

Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm New Town Offices

February 7
Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm New Town Offices

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm New Town Offices

February 8
LOCAL YOKEL DEADLINE

MOVIE NIGHT 6:30pm and 8:00pm New Town Offices

February 9 Cabin Fever Dinner Dance 6:00pm Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club

February 10 Grange Dinner 1:00pm - 2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

February 11 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm New Town Offices

February 14 HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

February 18 PRESIDENT’S DAY – TOWN OFFICES CLOSED

February 18-22 BHRSD WINTER VACATION – NO SCHOOL

February 19 Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm New Town Offices

February 22 MOVIE NIGHT 6:30pm and 8:00pm New Town Offices

February 25 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm New Town Offices

The New Town Offices are located at 21 State Line Road (Rt. 102)

FEBRUARY 2008
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The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.


