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May 21, 2007

Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center.
Present: Selectmen Michael Kirchner, Curt Wilton,
Tina Skorput Cooper. Also present: Chief of Police
Karl Cooper, Town Moderator Gene Dellea, Steering
Committee members; Lori Robbins, Mitch
Greenwald, David Pearlson, Susan D’Alessandro
and Louis Sartori, Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber, Berkshire Record Reporter Will Whitehorn
as well as many residents of West Stockbridge.

Board Reorganization. Following the annual election,
the Board reorganized with Curt Wilton elected
Chairman; Tina Skorput Cooper, Clerk of the Board;
Mike Kirchner, Secretary. 

Fire Vehicle. A joint meeting with the Finance
Committee and Fire Chief was planned for May 31
to consider the purchase of a new fire vehicle. The
Town Treasurer and Financial Advisor will also be
asked to attend.

Police Officer Resigns. The Board accepted a letter
of resignation from part-time Police Officer Charles
Simonelli.

Memorial Day. Memorial Day plans were discussed,
including the parade and using the front lawn of the
Village School for ceremonies even though it is 
partly dug up due to on-going construction. Curt
will rope off dangerous areas and clean up the rest,
acknowledging the work done by Josh Morse and
friends on the plantings around the Memorial and at
the Cannon. The Board voted to keep the ceremonies
at the Village School this year. 

Village School. The project manager is waiting for a
proposal from Verizon on the cost of new utility
poles versus underground for power to be brought
into the building.

Chief of Police. Gene Dellea opened the discussion
with the Board and the Committee looking into the
dispute between the Board and Chief Cooper. Mr.
Dellea introduced the Committee members to the
Board and reiterated the purpose of the committee.
Mr. Dellea then turned the meeting over to
Committee Chair Lori Robbins.

In response to opening questions from Committee
Chair Lori Robbins, it was established that there are
no “formal processes” for performance evaluation,

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker

Wines:
Concha Y
Toro
Cabernet &
Merlot
1.5LT
$6.99

Papio
Chardonnay
750ml
$4.99

Liquor:
Svedka Vodka 

Jim Beam 

Canadian Club

All 1.75 LT
$19.99

Beer:
Beck’s
12 pk bottles
$12.99 + dep

Twisted Tea
12 pk cans
$12.99 + dep

Kick back and savor 
the fireworks at Tanglewood…

or the fireflies in your own 
backyard with:

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good July 1-31, 2007

!

(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available in
full and unedited on the new Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)
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The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

although a job description exists and will be provided
to the Committee. 

Concerning one of the matters in dispute, the Chief
said he had requested Town Counsel’s opinion on
why his contract is unenforceable. Town Counsel has
advised the Board that his opinion on the contract
should not be shared with the Chief. Asked if the
Board would furnish the opinion, Mike Kirchner
said that, if Town Counsel said it would be all right,
the Board would do so. Committee member Mitch
Greenwald suggested that the Chief’s unwillingness
to re-negotiate his contract is not the Chief’s problem
if he hasn’t been told why the contract is unenforceable.

Another matter in dispute is that the expiration date
of the Chief’s appointment is not the same as his
employment contract. The appointment expired last
June and was not renewed, while the employment
contract runs two more years. (The Chief’s appointment
ended last June 30, but with the required 12 month
notice, effectively ends this June 30.)

Asked about the reasons for not re-appointing the
Chief, Curt Wilton cited news reports that the Chief 

(continued on page 4)
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(Selectmen, continued from page 3)

was seeking appointment to the Egremont Police
Department. The Chief said he indicated at that time
that he would like to stay as the West Stockbridge
Chief if things in Egremont didn’t work out.

Tina Skorput Cooper noted that, while she voted
with the majority of the Board not to reappoint the
Chief last June, she later changed her opinion, citing
a noticeable improvement in the Chief’s performance.
Mike Kirchner said he has issues with the Chief’s
contract and with the Chief’s performance including
negligence in Department training and insubordina-
tion. He said he has not seen any response from the
Chief to the Board’s concerns. (Chief Cooper is con-
sidered a “strong Chief ” under Mass. General Law
Chapter 41 Section 97A which the Town adopted in
the 1970’s.)

Asked about his commitment to the Town now,
Chief responded that he wants to stay on until he
retires. He said he pursued the appointment in
Egremont because he didn’t think he would be 
reappointed in West Stockbridge. He didn’t tell the
Board because negotiations with Egremont were not
completed. Asked why he didn’t come back to talk
to the Board after being asked, Chief responded that
he was advised that it could be perceived as an
admission he was willing to re-negotiate his contract.
Asked if he has any physical or emotional impediment
to serving as Chief, Chief Cooper responded no. 

Regarding attendance by the Chief at Selectmen’s
meetings, Curt Wilton said that, when he was first
elected, the Chief came to meetings, but then
showed up less and less often despite being asked to
attend. Chief stated his non-attendance was not out
of disrespect but a “coincidence.” Asked if he would
he come to meetings regularly if reappointed, the
Chief said he would not because of his contractual
concerns.

With the Chief’s appointment (with 12-month
notice) ending this June 30, Committee Chair
Robbins asked if an appointment can be for less than
3 years, suggesting a shorter appointment might be a
possibility. The matter will need to be researched.

Committee member David Pearlson said public 
safety should be the Board’s main concern: the Town
may not have a Chief in six weeks. There followed

discussion about how long it takes to advertise,
review and appoint a new Chief. Dave Pearlson 
suggested a short term appointment be made to
insure public safety. 

After discussion about scheduling the next meeting,
Moderator Gene Dellea thanked the Board and
everyone else for their participation.

June 4, 2007

Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center.
Selectmen present: Curt Wilton, Tina Skorput
Cooper, Michael Kirchner. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber.

Re-Paving. The Board reviewed and signed a letter
to MassHighway seeking assistance for additional
paving between the Shaker Mill Bridge and the
recent re-paving near Oak St. If the State agrees,
paving would be new from the bridge all the way to
Richmond town line on Rte. 41.

CET Contract. The Board signed a contract 
extension with Center for Ecological Technology
(CET) as the vendor for the Southern Berkshire
Household Hazardous Waste consortium, of which
West Stockbridge is a member.

Board of Health. Board of Health Chair Earl
Moffatt discussed plans for a bulky waste date June
23 at the Transfer Station. Two 30-yd. containers
will be supplied. The event will start at 8:00 AM
and end when the containers are filled. A flyer will
be distributed. The Board of Health will pay for the
containers and their transportation. Boy Scouts will
be asked to help.

Earl and the Board discussed the history of the
old Town landfill. Several years ago Town Meeting
appropriated $20,000 towards its closure but no
action was ever taken. Earl will provide the Board
with his files on the landfill.

Concerning the Hill House that is scheduled for
demolition, Earl requested permission to enter the
house to search for historic photos rumored to be
there. The Board agreed. Asked if the Board of
Health would bait the property for vermin before it
is torn down, Earl said he would research Board of
Health requirements.
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Earl expressed concern about historically 
significant structures being demolished in Town.
He cited the residence next to the glassblowing
shop on Harris Street that was torn down without
notice two years ago. Mike Kirchner noted that the
Historic Commission has been more active lately
and would help to watch for historically significant
properties.

Pond Weed & Traffic Survey. Gordon Soule asked
for an update on weed removal at Shaker Mill
Pond. Curt Wilton said the weeds were treated as
scheduled and results should be seen in a week or
two. Gordon thanked the Board and asked whether
a truck traffic study has been scheduled for Swamp
Road. BRPC has been contacted with the request;
traffic studies usually take place in summer when
interns are working at the agency.

Special Town Meeting. The Board reviewed
Special Town Meeting articles. Several accounts
will be overspent by the end of the year. The Board
will decide which of three options it will pursue.
Requesting a Reserve Fund transfer and consent on
the 3% end-of-year rule on transferring from
unspent accounts would eliminate the need for a
Town Meeting article.

Cultural Council Appointment. Michael Kirchner
made a motion to appoint Kathy Davis to the
Cultural Council. Tina Skorput Cooper seconded
the nomination. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

Warrant Error. Tina Skorput Cooper asked if a
letter has been sent to the Governor requesting a
fix of the Town Election when the position of 
elected Town Collector was mistakenly omitted
from the warrant but not the election ballot. The
letter will go out this week.

Fire Truck. The Board reviewed the joint meeting
held last week with the Finance Committee concerning
financing options for a new Fire Truck. The meeting
concluded that the whole cost of the new vehicle
($350,000) should be borrowed, and that the
$150,000 thus far appropriated should stay in a
Stabilization account to earn interest. Treasurer
Karen Williams will discuss borrowing options further
with the Town’s Financial Advisor Clark Rowell.

Special Legislation. Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber noted Rep. Pignatelli’s assistance has been
requested to file special legislation to allow

ConsCom Alternate Members to vote in hearings.

Chief of Police. Mike Kirchner suggested that a
help wanted ad for Chief of Police be drafted in the
event that Chief Cooper is not reappointed after
June 30th. Curt Wilton noted that the Chief of
Police Review Committee had asked what plans the
Board had in the event that the Chief didn’t return.
It was agreed the Board would review the draft
before it is released.
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VILLAGE SCHOOL UPDATE
By Curt Wilton, Chairman, Board of Selectmen 

As you drive by the old Village School one can
only notice the mounds of gravel and the open ditches
that have been there for months. What you can not see
is what has been happening inside this facility. As you
start your journey into the brand new entrance,
through the vestibule, passing the lobby and continue
down the corridor, one can only be struck with awe.
This old school building has been transformed into
what will soon be our new Town Hall, Library, Police
Station and future Senior Center complex. Talking
with our clerk of the works, Bob Furlano, all phases
of the construction list appear on schedule.

Just how far along are we? Here is a run down of
what can be noticed:

• Both bathrooms are tiled, walls painted and 
windows installed. At this time ceiling grids 
are being hung. No fixtures or stalls were 
evident.

• All town offices are painted, the ceiling grid and
lighting are near completion, and new windows
are installed. The carpet is on site and waiting
for installation.

• Police station, sprinklers,
HVAC, heat and all 
public building code
requirements are near 
completion.

• Board room and 
conference rooms are
painted with ceiling
grids and lighting is
installed.

• The Library work room is near completion.

• The Library has all new windows installed, 
a section of tile floor is completed, the ceiling is
completed (the canopy is waiting for paint), and
all shelving and carpet are on site waiting to be
installed.

• Fire protection/sprinklers are near completion.

• The sewer and water hook up will be completed
in the near future, and excavation and piping is
completed.

The outside site work continues and within a few
weeks you will notice shrubs and bushes being
removed in anticipation of new plantings. With all
that has been accomplished and the many small tasks
at hand we are still looking for a possible move in
September of 2007. We will keep you all updated on
this exciting transformation.

Starting with the brand new entrance, the Village
School is making its transformation into the new

Town offices.

Photos: Joe Roy
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Mark Hallock
K&M Custom Construction

Offering Davis Frame timber frame homes
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Custom Painting and Airbrushing
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Towing – AAA Approved

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette
Formerly of Carlson’s Auto Body

Free Lecture at IS183 Art with 
Jon Piasecki
By Cindy Kelly

Jon Piasecki, ASLA, principal of Golden Bough
Landscape Architecture in West Stockbridge and
winner of the prestigious Rome Award will be
speaking at IS183 Art School on July 11th at 7pm.
This is the third lecture of IS183 Art School’s
ArtTalks Lecture Series.

Piasecki, who is interested in stone construction
and landscapes based almost solely on natural elements,
spent his time in Rome studying the ancient walls
and boundary stones and contemplating how Roman
techniques can be applicable today. He will speak on
his Landscape and studio work, and present examples
and images of his works.

On August 8th Gwendolyn Smith will speak “On
Lyceums, Collecting, and the Museum”. She will
speak on the topic of lecturing in the nineteenth-
century, collecting patterns, and why the history of
the lyceum movement is pertinent to the museum
world of the twenty-first century. A resident of the
Berkshires, Smith works in exhibitions and registration
at the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Museum.

Lectures are held the second Wednesday of every
month from May to September at 7PM, at IS183 Art
School located at 13 Willard Hill Road in
Stockbridge. ArtTalks was launched in 2006 and is
sponsored by Greylock Federal Credit Union. For
information and details please visit: www.is183.org
or call 413-298-5252 X100.

“Janus Composition”
Photo: Jon Piasecki
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M Mark the date on your calendar:

AUGUST 11

M Enter your pet – any species – in the Pet

Show. Start planning your pet’s costume

now! Registration is at 9:30 AM.

M Enter the Baking Contest. Find your favorite

recipe with zucchini as an ingredient or create

a new one. The competition is stiff and the

judges are great chefs: William Merelle from

Rouge, Liz Waldman from Card Lake and

Amy Cotler from Fresh & Company. See

details on next page for how to enter the contest.

M Keep watering the zucchini in your garden so you can enter the Weigh-

Off. There are awards categories for the Heaviest, Best Looking, Funniest

and Most Unusual.

M Start signing up for the Zuck Races. Race boards will be available at local

shops in mid-July. Buy your lucky numbers and then cheer on your Zucks

as they race down the Williams River on Festival day. The races take

place throughout the entire day.

M Get your new 2007 Zucchini T-shirt. They will be available at local mer-

chants in mid July. If you missed out on some of the past T-shirts, we still

have some “vintage” ones for sale. Just ask where the shirts are displayed.

M Above all, plan on having a great Zucchini Festival Day.

It starts at 10AM with the Pet Show; games open at 11AM; there will be great

things to eat at the Food Court all day and night; a lot of fun games to play and

prizes to win; entertainment throughout the day; dancing in the street in the

evening to the band “Bootleg”, ending with a fabulous fireworks display.

YOUR ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL CHECKLIST
By the Cultural Council
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Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Lawn Maintenance

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322

Mowing, Planting, Mulching
Tree & Brush Removal, Flowerbeds, Caretaking & More!

Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured

What Can YOU Do With a Zucchini?
Show off your culinary wizardry at the Zucchini

Festival Baking Contest! Here are the rules:

• Zucchini has to be an ingredient. 

• Recipes must be mailed to Lynn Ryan at 17 Lenox Road, West
Stockbridge, 01266.  Please include your name and phone number. If
you have questions, call Lynn at 232-7758.

• The deadline for submitting recipes is August 10th, however, items will
be accepted the day of the event if accompanied with all of the required
information.

We need your help to make our town’s largest
event happen. Committees are already meeting
and organizing the Festival. Please contact
Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 or Vicki Grayson at
232-6131 if you are interested in helping prepare
for the event. If you want to help work at booths
on the day of the Festival, please contact Sue
Coxon to offer your assistance at 232-7762.

Every year the Festival draws larger crowds
and more activities are added, but it is still not
making enough money to be self-supporting.

Many of you have been very generous in supporting
the Festival in the past and we are again asking
for your help. Checks should be made out to
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council and
mailed to the Cultural Council, PO Box 163,
West Stockbridge, MA 01266. Please include

your name and address so we can thank
you and send you a receipt for your tax
records. If you have any questions, please

call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222.
Thank you all for your support. 

ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL STILL NEEDS YOU!
By the Cultural Council

A cookbook will be on sale with all the recipes from 2005 and 2006. All of this year’s recipes will go
into next year’s cookbook.
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Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce
Full Service Deli

Daily Lunches
Daily Dinners

Coffee & Donuts

Beer, Wine & Liquor

413-232-8595
8 Main Street, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

West Stockbridge Dining Guide
The Berkshires at their most delicious!
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William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

38 Main Street, West Stockbridge
Featuring SoCo Creamery Ice Cream

Deli • Beer • Wine • Penny Candy • Frozen Yogurt
3 Harris Street • Open 7 Days

413- 232-4204

Make lunch and dinner reservations for 
the summer now, or just stop by for coffee,
a sandwich or a tasty snack at these 
West Stockbridge establishments.

Pizzeria, Restaurant and Bar

413-232-7269
30 Main Street

West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Hours: Noon – 9:00pm

Thursday – Monday
Call for Summer Hours
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RESERVE SPACE NOW FOR A BOOTH AT THE ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL
IN WEST STOCKBRIDGE ON AUGUST 11, 2007

4 Open to all Berkshire craftspeople and vendors.

4 We’re looking for a variety of vendors selling fun
and/or unique items.

4 Anything related to Zucchini is especially welcome.

4 The booth fee is $30.

4 Space in the Food Court is $70.

All applications will be reviewed by the Festival
Committee.

Please call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 to apply for a
booth.

Craftspeople! Artists! Food Vendors! Sellers of All Fun or Unique Items!
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tokonoma gallery

5 Center  Stree t ,  West  Stockbr idge ,  MA 01266
Robin  Schmit t    413.232.8505

f ine  ar t & craf t
c u s t o m  f r a m i n g

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

Travel Rules Change Due to
Passport Processing Delays

Submitted by Colleen Wich,
West Stockbridge Postmaster

The State Department has issued
guidance for U.S. Citizens 
traveling to Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean
and Bermuda who have
applied for but not yet
received their passports
due to an overwhelming
backlog of applications.
They will be allowed to
temporarily enter and
depart from the United
States by air with a 
government issued photo ID and official proof 
of application for a passport from the Department 
of State through September 30, 2007. Travelers 
who have not applied for a passport will not be
accommodated.

U.S. Citizens with pending passport 
applications can obtain proof of application at
travel.state.gov.

Adults who have applied for but have not yet
received a passport should present a government-
issued photo ID and official proof of their 
application from the Department of State.
Children under the age of 16 traveling with parent
or guardian must have proof of application.

This accommodation does not affect the entry
requirements into other countries. Americans 
traveling to a country that requires a passport must
still have a passport to enter.

Currently, it is taking up to 10-12 weeks from
the application date for travelers to receive their
passports. Customers with questions or concerns
about their applications should call the National
Passport Information Center at 1-877-487-2778.
Customers can also check the status of their 
passport applications at travel.state.gov.  It takes 
3-4 weeks for the State Department’s system to 
start tracking passport applications.
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-232-4354, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

Friends of the West Stockbridge Public Library News
By Tina Bardwell

July 5th at 11:00: “Science Magic”, at St. Patrick’s Parish Center, 30 Albany
Road, West Stockbridge. The Boston Museum of Science will host a presentation
aimed at audiences ages 7 and up (preschooler children are welcome to attend with
an adult and will probably enjoy watching although there will be some loud noises
that might startle them). The program’s goal is to show that magic can often be
explained by science. The presentation will include some of the following demon-
strations: a fireproof balloon; a bucket of water that won’t spill out on a 
volunteer’s head; a floating metal puck that defies gravity and a real bed of nails
that the educator will lie on. Don’t miss this one!

Friday, July 13th at 7:00-8:30: “Edible Wild Plants of the Northeast” at St. Patrick’s Parish Center, 30
Albany Road, West Stockbridge. The Cultural Council and Friends of the Library will host an interactive
presentation by naturalist John Root who will discuss and examine live specimens of locally available plants.
Learn to identify characteristics, habitats, seasons of availability, instructions for preparation and delicious
recipes of wild plants of the Northeast. Samples of wild plants and beverages will be available to taste.

Remember, we now have three daily museum passes that can be borrowed. These include a family 
pass to the Norman Rockwell and Hancock Shaker Museum. The Mount has donated an annual pass to the
library where one person gets free admission and up to three others can gain admission at half price. For 
more information or to reserve a pass, call the library at 232-0308.

The Friends are always looking for new ideas for the Adult Lecture series. We also welcome any new
members who may be interested in joining the Friends of the Library. For further information or to tell us of
your ideas for the library lecture series, please contact the “Friends” president Sue Coxon at 232-7762.

West Stockbridge Welcomes
New Librarian!

The West Stockbridge Library Trustees are
very pleased to announce that Alison (AJ) Cole
has accepted the position as the Town Librarian.
AJ has a very diverse background that will 
definitely be an asset to the Library and she is
excited to have this opportunity. Another addition
to the Library is Owen, AJ’s Newfoundland dog.
He is a Delta Society therapy dog and Reading
Education Assistance Dog. Please stop in to the
Library and meet them.

Alison Cole and Owen – the Reading Education
Assistance Dog – are ready for work at the Library.

Photo courtesy AJ Cole
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FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John
Albany Road, West Stockbridge

New Cafe Opens in 
West Stockbridge

By Vicki Grayson

This month Hotchkiss Mobiles Gallery is opening
Perks in the Berks! – a cafe that will include outdoor
seating on the deck of the gallery building. They
will be serving coffee and espresso drinks like lattes
and cappuccino, both hot and cold. Soda, ice tea,
and smoothies will also be on the menu along with a
variety of cakes and other delicious goodies. The
gallery will be open when the café is open, so customers
can shop and sip at the same time. It will be open
Sunday-Wednesday
9:00am-5:00pm and
Thursday – Saturday
9:00am-9:30pm.

It was an itsy-bitsy, teeny-weeny
silver striped green zucchini
While we slept, what went wrong?
Overnight it's two feet long!!!

- Author unknown

Submitted by Lynn Ryan
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West Stockbridge Fire Department
Receives Grants

Fire Chief Peter Skorput is pleased to
announce that his department has received the
following grants: a $3,700 Fireman Equipment
Grant and a $3,200 Fire Prevention Grant. The
equipment grant will be used to supplement
needed equipment for the department and the
Fire Prevention Grant is obtained each year by
Pam Race, Fire Safety Officer. It is used for
Fire Prevention programs for the children and
elderly of West Stockbridge.

Stockbridge Grange Monthly Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will serve a family

style Baked Ham Dinner on Sunday July 8,
2007 in the Grange Hall on Church Street,
Stockbridge, MA. The public is welcome to
attend and it will be served between 1pm and
2pm. The cost is $9.00 for adults and $4.50 for
children under 12. Take out is available by 
calling 413-298-3185.

W.S. F.D. Support Services
announces Gas Card Raffle Winners

The W.S.F.D. Support Services want to
thank everyone who participated in the recent
Gas Card Raffle. The drawing was held on
Monday, June 18 at the West Stockbridge Fire
Station. The winners are:

Jenny LePera $250 Gas Card
Hue Nguyen $100 Gas Card
Walter Bavineau $50 Gas Card
Congratulations to all the winners! 

Day Passes to Local Attractions
The West Stockbridge Library has free Day

Passes for the Norman Rockwell Museum, The
Mount, Clark Museum and the Hancock
ShakerVillage for residents of West
Stockbridge. Please stop in to the Library for
more information.

Community News & Events CEMETERY REGULATIONS
By Holly Hamilton, Chairperson, Archibald

Fadding and Peter Skorput;
West Stockbridge Cemetery Commission

The Cemetery Commission would like to remind
Residents and Visitors of the rules and regulations of
the West Stockbridge Cemeteries:

• Cemetery Hours are 8AM to Sunset.

• Speed Limit is 15MPH.

• No dogs or horses are allowed in the cemeteries.

• No motorized recreational vehicles (i.e. ATVs, dirt
bikes, snowmobiles) are allowed.

• Dumping of garbage and refuse is prohibited.

• No work of any kind may be done on cemetery
grounds without the approval of the Cemetery
Commission.

• No plantings of any kind may be made on any lot
without permission of the Cemetery Commission;
however, annual flowers may be planted next to
monuments, but must be removed in the Fall.

• Trees, bushes and shrubs may not be planted in
cemeteries. Existing trees, bushes and shrubs may
be removed at the owner’s expense.

• Winter wreath decorations are permitted from
November 11 (Veteran’s Day) until April 15.

Tourist Booth Needs a New Door
The West Stockbridge Information Booth is in

need of a new door. Please contact Jenni Roy
Hallock at The Floor Store, 232-7175, if you have a
door to donate or can provide for a reasonable price.
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

June Donors:

Eve and Jim Orlow

Stockbridge Grange

Laura Gratz

Roy and Rita Schafer

Hal and Jill Gaffin

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 19.)

Located @ Route 22 
& I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4 Adjacent to 24hr.Truck Stop
4 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Lit
4 RV Parking – Boat Storage
4 Automobile Parking
4 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

Need more room for your 
Summer guests? 

Book one of our Suites for your visitors and 
get a special Local Resident’s Discount!

Visit www.shakermillinn for details.

413-232-4600
www.shakermillinn.com

Deluxe Suites at Moderate Prices…In the heart of West Stockbridge!

TV/DVD/VCR • Free Internet Access • Full Kitchen • Private Deck
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1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1/2 stick unsalted butter
1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
Pinch of salt
1/2 tsp. Baldwin's vanilla extract
1 cup dried cherries, cranberries, 
blueberries, or raisins
1/2 cup chopped nuts of your choice
1 1/2 cups crispy rice cereal
1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats
(not quick cooking)

Line an 8-inch square baking pan with heavy
duty aluminum foil, making sure it is tucked 
into all the corners and there is at least 1 inch 
overhanging the top on all sides.

Combine the honey, brown sugar, butter, 
cinnamon, and salt in a medium-size saucepan.
Cook over medium heat until the butter is melted
and the brown sugar is dissolved. Bring to a boil
and cook, stirring constantly, for one minute.

Remove from the heat and stir in the vanilla,
dried fruit, nuts, rice cereal, and oats. Scrape into
the prepared pan and smooth with a rubber spatula.
Refrigerate until firm, at least one hour.

Grasping the overhanging foil on either side of
the pan, lift out the granola bars and place on a 
cutting board. Cut into 16 squares. Serve immediately
or store in an airtight container in the refrigerator
for up to a week.

There’s nothing better than homemade granola
and it’s good for you too!!!

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

July 6 Paula Lockenwitz

July 7 Pam Lockenwitz

July 8 Michael Skorput

July 18 Ian Babcock

July 24 Dale Skorput

Send your favorite recipes to: Lynn Ryan,
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

1. Cut all cardboard up into
three foot squares or smaller. It saves a lot
of space and money for the Town.

2. Remove the lids from containers before
throwing them in the cans and bottles bin.
Metal tops can be recycled. The plastic
tops are to be thrown away in the regular
garbage.

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tips of the Month:

NO-BAKE GRANOLA BARS

July Birthdays
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Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319   bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission 232-0300

Fire Department 232-4490   (non-emergency) Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500   (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300   wstnclerk@msn.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov
Community and Business Website: www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA
01266

July 2007 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

July 2
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

July 4 HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

July 5

Science Magic 11:00am St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

July 8 Baked Ham Dinner 1:00pm - 2:00pm Grange Hall

July 9 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

July 13
Edible Wild Plants of the Northeast 7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

LOCAL YOKEL SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

July 16
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

July 17
Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 7:00pm Library

Finance Committee Meeting 7:30pm Fire Station

July 19 Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

July 23 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

July 30 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

JULY 2007
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.


