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The Annual Town Meeting of West Stockbridge
was held on Monday, May 7. It was held in the Parish
Center of St. Patrick’s Church this year due to the
reconstruction of the Village School. Over 185 voters,
residents and visitors attended the meeting.

Moderator Gene Dellea opened the meeting by
thanking long-time Town Collector Eunice Panzeri for
her sixteen years of service to the Town of West
Stockbridge. Eunice will be retiring this year.

Resident and Voter John Pons addressed the Town
Meeting about his concerns of how the accounting
reports of the Town are printed in the Town Report
each year. He feels, as others do as well, that the
reports should be more detailed, breaking down the
expenses for each department (i.e. office expenses,
postage, salaries). It used to be done that way and he
would like to see it happen again.

All the operating budgets presented for the new
year passed with little or no discussion by Town
Meeting Voters. The majority of the boiler plate articles
that give authorization to the different Officers of the
Town also passed without hesitation. Articles 5 and 6
were amended by voters.

Article 5 of the Annual Town Meeting gives the
authority to the Moderator to appoint any agents or
committees of the Town and give them authority or
instructions. Under this article, the voters amended it to
authorize the Moderator to appoint a steering committee
to investigate the Board of Selectmen’s concerns
regarding the job performance of the Chief of Police
and to give its recommendations at a Special Town
Meeting on June 25.

Article 6 gives the Selectmen the authority to
appoint all non-elected Officers of the Town. This article
was amended by voters to withhold authorization of the
Board of Selectmen to appoint non-elected officers
until after the Special Town Meeting of June 25.

Articles 28-38 were funded by free cash 
appropriations. The Voters approved spending $28,000
for a new Police Cruiser and $12,500 to cover police
salaries for shift coverage while the Full Time Police
Officer attends the Police Academy. Voters approved
transferring $200,000 to the stabilization fund and then
voting to pay $365,600 for the FY08 Village School

Annual Town Election Results 2007 Annual Town Meeting
By Tina Skorput Cooper

MODERATOR VOTES

Eugene Dellea 442

No Vote 54

TOWN CLERK VOTES

Tina Skorput Cooper 442

No Vote 54

BOARD OF SELECTMAN VOTES

Curt Wilton 255

William Kie 135

Dominick Luchi 99

No Vote 7

TOWN COLLECTOR VOTES

June Biggs 344

Sandra Hotchkiss 119

No Vote 33

BOARD OF ASSESSORS VOTES

Amy Butterworth 409

No Vote 87

BOARD OF ASSESSORS VOTES

Irene Skorput 387

No Vote 109

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTES

Michael Skorput 406

No Vote 90

BOARD OF HEALTH VOTES

Cory Smith 7

Jan Wolthers 3

No Vote 486

PLANNING BOARD VOTES

Dana Bixby 335

No Vote 161

LIBRARY TRUSTEE VOTES

Jennifer Summers 188

Kathleen Davis 245

No Vote 63

CEMETERY COMMISSION VOTES

Archibald Fadding 412

No Vote 84

CEMETERY COMMISSION VOTES

Peter Skorput 362

Cory Smith 79

No Vote 55
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Conversion Debit Service. In preparation for the closure
of the Town Hall on Main Street, an appropriation of
$5,000 was secured. The voters also approved putting
aside another $5,000 for the Parks and Recreation
Capital Improvement Fund. Voters approved $10,000
for the demolition of the Hill Property on State Line
Road and $7,000 for year two of the aquatic weed
removal at Mill Pond. The Voters also approved the
Town share of the purchase of the Fire Department’s
new Rescue/Pumper, which totaled $19,000. The Board
of Selectmen made a motion, which voters approved, to

table the article asking for funds for the next step of the
Downtown Revitalization Project.

Article 32 asks the voters to approve the transfer of
$75,000 to the Fire Truck Trust for future replacement
of the 1974 Sanford Fire Truck. The article was amended
by adding that the Fire Department, Board of Selectmen
and Finance Committee will meet and discuss options
available to expedite the purchase of a new truck. The
results of that meeting will be discussed at the Special
Town Meeting of June 25.

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John
Albany Road, West Stockbridge

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Lawn Maintenance

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322

Mowing, Planting, Mulching
Tree&Brush Removal, Flowerbeds, Caretaking & More!

Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured
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Friday evening, May 18, the Friends of
the Library presented this season’s program.
The topic was “Prohibition in West
Stockbridge” (or the lack thereof). It was very
well attended by over fifty residents and 
people from around Berkshire County.
Following a brief talk about the history of the
Temperance Movement and enactment of
Prohibition in 1920 by Bob Salerno, Town
Historian, the main part of the program 
featured a multimedia presentation of 
interviews with various town members. 

These interviews were compiled and 
edited by William Davis as part of his Eagle
Scout project. William and other members of
the Friends interviewed a number of town 
residents about their recollections, family 
stories and other knowledge of Prohibition, in
town during the 1920’s and early 1930’s.
Many people contributed to the local lore of
life and society in town during that period. 

We learned that West Stockbridge, like
many other towns around the country, had a
vibrant ethnic population that made their own wine and distilled spirits prior to and during Prohibition. Beer,
wine, grappa, grain whiskey, apple brandy and cider were all made locally. In addition, there was some 
importing trade from Canada in more commercial “bonded” whiskey products.  The program featured a map

identifying some of the taverns, stills, speakeasies, and storage places
active during that period in town. 

In addition, we also had an actual still and some bottles used during
that era that we loaned to the Friends from a local resident for the program. 

One of the more interesting stories included the “Kitchen Dances.”
These were parties held on a frequent basis in West Stockbridge homes
with dancing in the parlor to music provided by local musicians. The
kitchen really didn’t have any dancing but instead served as the bar,
where local drinks were provided. 

Although the program took a considerable amount of effort by the
Friends to put together, it was very rewarding. It captured a part of our
history and lore not recorded anywhere at this time.

We thank William Davis for compiling and editing the interviews, and
members of Boy Scout Troop 23 for assisting setting up the facility. We
look forward to capturing more stories and information about the period
and hopefully developing a booklet and video available to everyone.

Prohibition in West Stockbridge
By Bob Salerno

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

A still and bottles from the Prohibition era in West Stockbridge
were loaned for the program by a local resident.

Photo: William Davis
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The new Wetlands Protection Bylaw will strengthen
the provisions of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act (WPA), helping to protect our wetlands, water
resources, flood prone areas and adjoining upland areas.
More than half of the communities in Massachusetts
have adopted non-zoning wetlands bylaws that impose
stricter standards on projects involving wetlands and
other resource areas than the Massachusetts WPA.

Resource areas that are protected by the West
Stockbridge bylaw are springs and the streams flowing
from them, isolated vegetated wetlands not bordering on
any banks, and vernal pools that have not been certified
by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Vernal pools are
an interesting 
feature of our 
environment.
Depressions with
poorly drained soils
will fill up with
snowmelt and 
hold water. When
conditions are just
right, salamanders
migrate from the
woods to these
pools, lay eggs in
the water, and return
to live in the cool
leaf litter of the forest.
As the eggs hatch,

the pools come alive with juvenile salamanders that
eventually make their way out into the woods. These
amphibians are reclusive forest dwellers that are seldom
seen but have evolved to depend on water and certain
conditions for procreation. If their breeding habitat is lost
they are doomed. Later in the year these pools usually
dry up and may not even be noticeable. There are a 
couple of certified vernal pools in West Stockbridge and
thirty to fifty potential vernal pools mapped by aerial
survey. There are probably many more areas that function
as vernal pools that have yet to be documented. Anyone
can discover and certify a vernal pool.

Your Conservation Commission thanks you for your
support of this bylaw.
We look forward to
your comments and
suggestions. Our
meetings are always
open to the public
and there is plenty
of seating.  

West Stockbridge Wetlands Protection Bylaw
By John Masiero, Co-Chair, Conservation Commission

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

This vernal pool is
on Town land near
the summit of Tom
Ball Mountain.

Photo: Jon Piasecki
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(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available in
full and unedited on the new Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)

April 9, 2007
Open Meeting at St. Patrick’s Parish Center.
Present: Selectmen Michael Kirchner, Curt Wilton
and Tina Skorput Cooper. Also present:
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber, Berkshire
Record.

Wetland By-law. Conservation Commission Co-
Chair John Masiero presented a by-law proposal for
the Annual Town Meeting warrant. The proposed 
by-law would strengthen protections of the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act. It uses language from the
Massachusetts Association of Conservation
Commissions, which has been adopted by several
Massachusetts communities and approved by the
Attorney General. The Board approved a motion to
include the by-law proposal on the warrant. Two 
public hearings would be held before the Annual
Town Meeting.  

COA Van. Norwin Rehm of the Council on Aging
presented a grant opportunity to the Board for the
purchase of a new COA van. The current van is getting
old and needs to be replaced. The van is shared with
Richmond, which is considering joining the BRTA
and, if so, will get a new van from them. COA
pledged $5,000 toward the local share (20% of the
total cost of $50,000). The Board agreed to submit an
application for the new van. 

Fire Truck. Alan Thiel and Fire Chief Peter Skorput
addressed the Board about the need for a new Fire
Truck, proposing a lease for the estimated cost of
$350,000 and requesting an article on the Annual
Town Meeting warrant. Mike Kirchner said the
Board supports a new truck and will look into the
lease idea, but more information is needed and time
is short for adding a warrant item.

Pothole Damage. The Board reviewed a letter from
Mr. Collatsos of Richmond who claims his car was
damaged when he hit a pothole on Swamp Road and
wants reimbursement from the Town. The letter was
forwarded to Town Counsel.  

Tree Trimming. The Board reviewed a complaint
from a Birch Hill Road resident that a company hired

by Verizon to trim trees around town left a mess on
his property. It was suggested that Norm Taft of
MassElectric be contacted. Tree Warden Bill Kie has
been informed.

Club Manager Resigns. The Board received and
accepted a letter from Kristany Skorput resigning as
Manager of the West Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club.
A Change of Manager application has not yet been
returned to the Town. The Administrative Assistant
will contact the ABCC to determine the status of the
Club liquor license.

Wedding Dates. The Board approved a Special
Permit for four wedding event dates at the
Williamsville Inn.

Sewer Grant. The Board was informed that $5,004
in State Sewer Rate Relief Funds has been received
as applied for under a grant program. This amount
will be applied to the FY ’08 sewer debt.

Damaged Door. The Board discussed a bill for
repairs to an overhead door at the Fire Station which
was damaged by a fire truck. Tina Skorput Cooper
objected to the bill being submitted under the Fire
Department line item instead of Town Buildings.

April 23, 2007
Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center.

Old Town Hall. Old Town Hall Committee members
Joel Hotchkiss and Bob Salerno presented an update
and report on Committee activities. An application
has been submitted to the State Historical
Commission to put the Town Hall on the State
Historic properties listing. The Committee intends to
preserve the building with an eye towards using the
2nd floor for display of historic items and for com-
munity events. The first floor could be leased out as
commercial space. (The Lenox Academy is an example
of a town-owned building leased out to commercial
tenants.) The Planning Board is studying changes to
downtown zoning to include the Town Hall in the
commercial district – presently it is zoned residential.
Fund raising is expected to defray the cost of renovation.
Mike Kirchner noted there are legal, handicap and
building code issues that need to be addressed. Once
town offices vacate the building, any subsequent use
would be a “change of use” and trigger a full
upgrade. It was suggested the Committee contact the
State Building Inspector to find out what renovations
would be needed to carry out the Committee’s vision. 

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker
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Mobiles Café. Joel Hotchkiss presented the Board
with his plan to open a small café at his place of
business, Hotchkiss Mobiles. He stated he has
reviewed his plans with the Board of Health
Inspector and the Zoning Enforcement Officer, and
asked if there are any other steps he must take. Curt
Wilton said he will need to obtain a sign permit if he
plans to add a sign.

Annual Town Meeting. The Board reviewed and
signed the Annual Town Meeting warrant. Town Counsel
has ruled the Voter Petition Articles concerning the
Chief of Police and his contract as out of order. A
copy of the opinion has been provided to the Town
Moderator.

Village School. The Board reviewed work progress
at the Village School and discussed the 4-24-07 
job-site meeting, Whiteway payment mix-up, sewer/
water lines placement, bathrooms wall, and additional
work.

Dam Inspection. The Board reviewed an inspection
report on the Shaker Mill Dam done by Haley and
Aldrich engineers as required by the Dept. of
Conservation and Recreation.

Downtown Reconstruction. The Board reviewed a
letter from Peter Niles of MassHighway suggesting 
a meeting on 4-30-07 to discuss the downtown 
reconstruction project. The Board decided to postpone
the meeting until soon after the Annual Town Meeting
to allow for more notice to concerned parties. The
Board discussed tabling Article 33 of the Annual
Town Meeting warrant asking for $14,000 for the
next engineering phase of this project until more is
found out from MassHighway.

Water Rate. The Board reviewed a Public Hearing
Notice announcing a request for a water rate hike
from Housatonic Water Company. Several West
Stockbridge residents are served by this private 
company. Individual customers have been notified.

Part Time Officer. The Board approved a request
from Chief of Police Karl Cooper to appoint part-
time Officer Robert Carter. Mr. Carter has all of the
required training and qualifications.

Librarian Resigns. The Board read a letter from
Librarian Leslie Meltzer, who is resigning, to take a
new position in Great Barrington. The Board wishes
Leslie the best in her new job.

Chief of Police. The Board instructed Town Counsel
to speak with Chief Cooper’s attorney and work out a
date for a joint meeting between the Board and the
Chief.

(continued on page 8)

Wines:
Concha Y
Toro
Cabernet &
Merlot
1.5LT
$6.99

Papio
Chardonnay
750ml
$4.99

Liquor:
Svedka Vodka 

Jim Beam 

Canadian Club

All 1.75 LT
$19.99

Beer:
Beck’s
12 pk bottles
$12.99 + dep

Twisted Tea
12 pk cans
$12.99 + dep

Stock up now for your
Summer parties!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good June 1-30, 2007

!

Located @ Route 22 
& I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4 Adjacent to 24hr.Truck Stop
4 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Lit
4 RV Parking – Boat Storage
4 Automobile Parking
4 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!
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Many will have noticed the improvements to village memorials Joshua Morse has brought about with his
Eagle Scout project. In time for the Memorial Day, the War Memorial Monument at the Village School has
been power washed, scraped, sanded and painted, and new plantings installed. Flower beds at the Veteran’s
War Memorial Cannon have been reconstructed and newly planted.

Joshua’s father, Larry Morse, added, “Joshua would like to thank the generosity of the donors from
around town and the businesses from around the county as well as the volunteers that have worked hard on
the project. Without any of these very important pieces this project could not be done.”

Scout Project Improves Memorials
By John Parker

Before and after photos of the War Memorial Cannon and the War Memorial Monument at the Village School.

Photos: Larry Morse

¶ Before

After ©

§ Before

After Ä

(Board of Selectmen, continued from page 7)

Insurance. The Board agreed to solicit a quote 
from MEGA for FY 2008 property and casualty and
professional liability insurance. 

Fire Truck. Mike Kirchner reiterated his support for
a new fire truck to replace the 1974 Pumper but
would like to speak with the Town’s financial advisor
first on how best to structure the purchase. Leasing
the vehicle may be a good idea but needs to be
fleshed out. The same approach needs to be taken
with this purchase as with other major purchases or
projects.

April 30, 2007 
Open Meeting. St. Patrick’s Parish Center. Present:
Curt Wilton, Tina Skorput Cooper. Michael Kirchner
unable to attend. Also present: Administrative
Assistant Mark Webber.

Potholes. The Board reviewed an opinion from Town
Counsel on the Town’s liability for claims for repairs
to vehicles damaged by potholes. The Board will 
discuss again when the whole Board is present. 

Library Match. The Board also reviewed a letter
from the Library Commissioners sent to the State
Library Board expressing the Commissioners 
displeasure with a matching funds program promoted
by the State that didn’t turn out to be as generous as
thought. The Commissioners raised over $5,000
recently in private donations expecting an equal
match from the State. Instead, the Library will only
receive a few hundred dollars. 

Village School. The Board reviewed progress at the
Village School renovation project. 
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It’s funny how things work out. When I recruited
high school Big Brother and Big Sister Volunteers
for our new site-based program in Great Barrington,
I didn’t anticipate an exact match! But that is indeed
what happened – right down to their names.

Haley King is a junior at Monument Mountain
Regional High School and signed up as a Big Sister
in the fall of 2006 to be matched up with a “Little”
in our program. She was matched with Haley Barrett
based on their personalities and interests. It was just
coincidence that they had the same name.  

Commenting on her experience thus far, Little
Sister Haley said, “It was the best!” Members of
Haley’s family added, “When first asked about
Haley doing the BBBS program, we didn’t think she
needed it. Then we decided she could use another
person to care about her. We are
so happy that we signed her up
because Haley loves her Big
Sister. Haley looks forward to
Saturday mornings. She and her
Big Sister Haley also e-mail each
other. This program has made a
big difference in Haley.”

Big Sister Haley enjoys her
Little Sister too. She was at a
loss for words when, on her
birthday, Little Haley came in
with a cake in the shape of a
horse and accompanying 
chocolate horse-shaped pops for
everyone – all of which Little Haley

insisted she and her grandmother make for Big
Haley.  

Big Sister Haley said, “I joined because I know
that I have fun with kids and I can get them to open
up and simply be themselves. Being matched with
Haley has helped me to see a different side of kids
because I usually baby sit younger children, so it’s
definitely a learning experience. Haley’s also helped
me because I know that if I miss one session it will
be less of a happy week than it could have been. We
really help each other to be better versions of ourselves,
better people all around.”

The group of eight high school volunteers meets
every Saturday morning at Berkshire South
Community Center for two hours. The Big Sisters
and one Big Brother are matched in a one-to-one

relationship with a 2nd or 3rd
grader. Programming focuses on
fun and relationship building.  

We developed this site-based
program with funding from the
Berkshire Bank Foundation. 
This is a significant help to our
small organization. Many people
think that because we carry a
nationally-known name we have
funding from BBBS of America
and that just isn’t true. We
receive monies as a United Way
agency (Berkshire and Northern
Berkshire). The rest is received

(continued on page 10)

Big Sister, Little Sister
By Kimberly Blair, Executive Director, Big Brother, Big Sister of Berkshire County

Big Sister Haley King enjoys mentoring
her Little Sister Haley Barrett. The two
were matched through Big Brother, Big

Sister of Berkshire County.

Photo: Kimberly Blair
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(Big Sister, continued from page 9)

from community fundraising. So we were very
happy Berkshire Bank agreed to fund this expanded
school site program.

Prevention through mentoring is an effective, but
often-overlooked way to reduce risky behavior in
youth. And mentoring is very cost effective, too.
The cost of drug abuse intervention and dropping
out is almost $3,500 per youth while mentoring
costs only $1,000 per match. National research has
found that, after 18 months, Little Brothers and
Little Sisters are:

• 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs 

• 27% less likely to begin using alcohol 

• 52% less likely to skip school 

• 37% less likely to skip a class 

• More confident of their performance in 
schoolwork 

• One-third less likely to hit someone 

• Getting along better with their families

The bonus is that the high school youth also 
benefit from the experience. They get hands-on 
volunteer experience, are connected more to their
communities, and will likely consider other 
volunteer experiences in their adulthood, therefore 
becoming more civically engaged citizens.

BBBS of Berkshire County has an office in
Pittsfield in the YMCA on North Street. We can be
reached at 413-443-9471 or by e-mail at 
bbbs@rnetworx.com. However, we can meet 
volunteers, parents and children just about anywhere.
We are aware that our office location is not easy
for all of our clients or volunteers from South
County. While we would like to have an office
space there it is not fiscally possible. We are able
to use Berkshire South Regional Community Center
and that is a blessing because of their wonderfully
accessible facility. Eliza Crecsentini and the staff 
at BSRCC are a great help. They realize that 
collaboration is the key to successfully serving our
community. 

In spite of major changes
happening at the library,
patrons continue to enjoy all
that our local library has to
offer. Trustees, Friends and
volunteers are helping to keep
the library open during regular hours as a new
librarian is sought. Shelves are being weeded
out in anticipation of the upcoming move to the
new Town Hall. The Friends continue to plan
for future adult lectures and fun children’s
events. Upcoming events include:

• Saturday, June 23rd at 2:00 pm 
“Muggle Magic” with Greg McAdams
will kick off the summer children’s
programming.  

• Thursday, July 5th at 11:00 am
A program presented by the Boston
Museum of Science.

• Friday, July 13th at 7:00 pm
The West Stockbridge Cultural Council
and Friends of the Library host an interactive
presentation by naturalist John Root who
will discuss and examine live specimens
of locally available plants.   

Do you know that the library has more than
just books? We now have three daily museum

passes that can be borrowed. These
include a family pass to the
Norman Rockwell and Hancock
Shaker Museums. The Mount has
donated an annual pass to the

library where one person gets free
admission and up to three others can

gain admission at 1/2 price. 

The Friends are always looking for new
ideas for the library and invite anyone who may
be interested to attend their monthly meetings
where we work together to support and promote
the West Stockbridge Public Library.  

News From the Friends 
of the West Stockbridge 

Public Library
By Tina Bardwell

NOW:
Borrow a Pass

to 3 Area
Museums!
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Tokonoma Gallery
By Vicki Grayson

Business Profile:

A new gallery opened in town on Center Street
last summer that carries a very interesting collection
of fine art and crafts. Robin Schmitt, the owner, has
been living in West Stockbridge for 20 years. Her
first gallery was a booth at the Buggy Whip Factory
in New Marlborough that consisted primarily of
crafts. A couple years later in 1991 she started
Tokonoma at Jenifer House and added fine art to the
collection. Later on when she decided she also want-
ed to do framing, she moved Tokonoma to its own
building in Housatonic, where the gallery remained
for 12 years until she moved it to West Stockbridge. 

Robin said that from the time she was very young
she was always interested in how things are made
and put together and loved doing all kinds of crafts.
She comes from a family of carpenters and wood
workers with the whole family working on projects
together. After working as a mental health 
professional in local schools, she took a design
course in Vermont, changed careers, and for about 
10 years worked as a carpenter before opening her
first gallery.

Her interest in the process of creating art is 
evident in the many beautiful and unusual items in
the gallery. There are a lot of paintings by regional
and internationally recognized artists that include
oils, watercolors, mixed media, collage and hand 
colored etching. The gallery also represents six to
seven photographers, each with a different style.
There is a wide selection of porcelain and ceramics
including Jean Meinhardt vases and bowls hand thrown
in unusual shades of iridescent glazes; smoke fired
vessels from Brenda McMahon; Natalie Blake’s 
colored hand carved vessels; and objects by Hiroshi
Nakayama that give the appearance of river-worn stone. 

In addition to the above, there is hand-blown art
glass and a large selection of jewelry. The jewelry is
all hand made by local artists in a wide variety of
styles and includes beaded pieces, mostly pearls, by
Jasmine Gage; braided silver jewelry by William
Gage; Jennifer Story’s beaded pieces combining
Swarovski crystals with other stones; and pieces by
Bridgette Rallo with many different kinds of stones
in very unusual silver settings.

And finally there is framing. Museum quality
framing is done right on the premises and in addition
to some standard items there is a very unusual 
collection of molding to choose from. Robin has a
special talent for selecting exactly the right frame for
every piece of art and will work with you on making
your art look fabulous.

Tokonoma Gallery on Center Street features arts and
crafts as well as museum-quality framing.

Photo: J. Parker

Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Custom Painting and Airbrushing
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Towing – AAA Approved

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette
Formerly of Carlson’s Auto Body
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On August 11 the West Stockbridge Cultural
Council will host the 4th Annual Zucchini Festival.
For those of you who are new to our town, the
Festival is all about our community gathering 
together to have fun!

There will be plenty of activities 
for kids and adults: zucchini decorating,
zucchini car races, gondola rides, a
bounce house, zhotos booth, zocket toss,
bocce, even a zucchini catapult and much
more. The Pet Parade, which kicks off the
Festival first thing in the morning, is always
a favorite. You can enter a zucchini from
your own garden to compete in the largest
zucchini contest. If you like to bake, your
favorite zucchini creation can be entered into
the best recipe contest. Local craftspeople
will be selling their wares and local 
restaurants will be offering their specialties.
And don’t forget the infamous Zuck
races down the Williams River in
which you can purchase a Zuck
to win fabulous prizes. There
will also be entertainment
provided during the day.

In the evening there will
be a great band playing music for
dancing in the street followed by
another fabulous fireworks display.

Sound exciting? It is!

We need your help to make our town’s largest
event happen. Committees are already meeting and
organizing the Festival. Please contact Marjorie
Powell at 232-0222 or Vicki Grayson at 232-6131 if
you are interested in helping prepare for the event.

If you want to help work at booths on the day of
the Festival, please contact Sue Coxon to offer

your assistance at 232-7762.

Every year the Festival draws larger
crowds and more activities are added, but it
is still not making enough money to be
self-supporting. Many of you have been
very generous in supporting the Festival
in the past and we are again asking for
your help. Checks should be made out to
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council
and mailed to the Cultural Council, PO
Box 163, West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Please include your name and address
so we can thank you and send you
a receipt for your tax records. If
you have any questions, please
call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222.
Thank you all for your support.  

ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL FANS UNITE!
By Kathleen Davis

Zucchini Festival Needs 

YOU
To help prepare for the Festival: Please call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 or Vicki Grayson at 232-6131

To work at a booth at the Festival: Please call Sue Coxon at 232-7762.

If you can’t volunteer, your donations are also crucial to the success of the Festival.
Please make checks out to the West Stockbridge Cultural Council and mail to the Cultural Council, 

PO Box 163, West Stockbridge, MA 01266. Please include your name and address so we can 
thank you and send you a receipt for your tax records.
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RESERVE SPACE NOW FOR A BOOTH AT THE ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL
IN WEST STOCKBRIDGE ON AUGUST 11, 2007

4 Open to all Berkshire craftspeople and vendors.

4 We’re looking for a variety of vendors selling fun
and/or unique items.

4 Anything related to Zucchini is especially welcome.

4 The booth fee is $30.

4 Space in the Food Court is $70.

All applications will be reviewed by the Festival
Committee.

Please call Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 to apply for a
booth.

Craftspeople! Artists! Food Vendors! Sellers of All Fun or Unique Items!

tokonoma gallery

5 Center  Stree t ,  West  Stockbr idge ,  MA 01266
Robin  Schmit t    413.232.8505

f ine  ar t & craf t
c u s t o m  f r a m i n g
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-232-4354, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

Library Declares Amnesty for 
Overdue Items

The West Stockbridge Library is looking for
all overdue or missing books, videos and Books
on Tape. Help find these materials before our
move to the new library. Scour the house, look
under the beds, in the family room, check your
bookshelves, backseat of your car, maybe left at a
friend’s house. No overdue fines will be charged
during this period of amnesty. The library looks
forward to being overwhelmed with returns!

Getting Ready for the Move
The Library will need volunteers to pack up

books at the library and to unpack at the new
library during the period of transition. You may
sign up at the library desk or call 232-0308 during
open hours. Tell your friends and neighbors. No
heavy lifting! Our time frame will be mid-July.
Watch for announcements in the local newspapers,
on the town web page, and posters at the library. 

Tag Sale Permits
Tag Sale Permits are required when you plan

on having a Tag, Garage or Yard Sale. The cost is
only $5.00 and you can obtain a permit through
the Selectmen’s Office by calling 232-0319. The 
permits are for three days and you cannot have
more than three sales a season. If you would like
more information, please contact the West
Stockbridge Board of Selectmen’s Office.

St. Patrick’s Tag and Bake Sale
Saint Patrick’s Church in West Stockbridge is

hosting a Tag and Bake Sale on Saturday, June 9
from 9 am to 3 pm at the Parish Center of St.
Patrick’s Church.

Big Band Dance and Social
On Saturday, June 30th from 7:00 to 11:00

pm,  Father CJ “the DJ” Waitekus will host 
another dance to benefit St. Patrick’s Church.
Tickets will be at the cost of $15 per person. 
The dance is BYOB. All adults over the age 
of 21 are welcome to attend. 
Snacks and
desserts will be
provided. Tickets
will be available
for sale after Mass
on Sundays at St.
Patrick’s or St. Ann’s.
You may also call the
rectory at 232-4427.
Whether you like to
dance or just socialize
with friends you’re
guaranteed to have a
fun evening!

Dog Licenses
Dog owners have

until June 8 to
license their dogs
without paying the
late fees. All dogs not
licensed as of June 11
will be charged the regular licensing fee plus late
fees. Please take the time to license 
your dog(s). If you have any questions, please
contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 413-232-0300
or wstnclerk@msn.com.

Community News & Events
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Did you know that most individuals in Massachusetts MUST 
demonstrate they have health insurance by December 2007?

The Massachusetts Health Care Reform requires
that all Massachusetts uninsured residents age 19 or
older obtain and maintain health insurance beginning
July 1, 2007. The Department of Revenue will enforce
this provision with tax penalties by the end of year.

Don’t wait till the last minute! See our calendar
and come to our free enrollment events and learn
about Commonwealth Care, the state’s new health
insurance option that brings affordable or low cost
coverage to Massachusetts residents who don’t have
medical insurance.  

At these sites, a
community health
worker will help you
apply online for
MassHealth
(Medicaid in MA) or,
if you don’t qualify,
for the new
Commonwealth Care
program. It only takes 15-20 minutes to complete
the application. Please bring with you a copy of your
birth certificate and MA driver’s license (or your
U.S. Passport), and last 2 pay stubs or most recent
tax return.

Our enrollment service includes a comprehensive
FREE** health screening with immediate results of
blood pressure, cholesterol, and blood glucose. 

** This free service is provided by Healthy
Communities Access Project (HCAP), a program of: 

Community Health Programs

Our calendar for June 2007
10:00am-Noon

Sites will vary monthly

June 5: 1st Congregational Church,
Lee

June 12: Becket Town Hall 

June 13: BCC, Great Barrington

June 15: Berkshire Bank,
Main Street, 2nd Fl.,
Great Barrington

June 18: West Stockbridge Public
Library, West Stockbridge

June 19: Monterey Town Hall

June 21: Family Center,
Great Barrington

June 22: Berkshire Bank, Main Street,
2nd Fl., Great Barrington

June 26: Old Parish Church, Sheffield

June 28: People’s Pantry,
Great Barrington

We can help. Just ask Octavio
Hernandez at 413-644-0104 ext. 15

Enrollment
Application Checklist

Bring these items with you:

M Birth Certificate…and
M MA Driver’s License OR

U.S. Passport…and
M Last 2 paystubs OR most

recent tax return
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News From The Parks And Recreation Committee
By Robert T. Powell

Summer is upon us, and Card Pond will officially
open on June 22. Our lifeguard, Tim Butterworth,
will be on duty again this summer. Thanks to Jeanne
Girdler for continuing to function as the Pond
Manager. We have ordered additional sand and a
stockade privacy booth. Weed harvesting is scheduled
and we hope everyone enjoys our beach.

Proposals for the 
tennis court upgrade are
in the works and the 
project should be 
completed soon.

We now have 
approximately $20,000
set aside in our capital
improvement account
earmarked for the tennis court, skate park, bocce
courts, horse shoes, baseball field upgrade and 
various other items at the new Town Hall Complex.
Parks and Recreation has requested to be involved in
the master planning for the improvements at the
Town Hall Complex.

At our May 15th meeting, Tina Skorput and I
both resigned our duties as Secretary and Chairman
respectively of the Parks and Recreation Committee.
I had been involved for many years prior to becoming
the chairman, and Tina has been involved 
forever. I am sure Tina feels as I do that it has been a
great and rewarding experience and we thank all
those who have helped and participated in the past.

I would personally like to express my sincere
thanks to Tina. It has been a pleasurable experience,
and with her help and knowledge it has been a much
easier task to head up the Committee. A Chair and
Secretary were nominated and approved at our last
meeting, and both Tina and I are confident in their
abilities to lead Parks and Recreation into the future.
Curtis Thierling and Tina Bardwell will be the new
Co-Chairs and Sue Coxon and Michaela Thierling
will be the new Co-Secretaries. We wish them good
luck and encourage residents to attend a meeting and
meet the new members and express any suggestions
or concerns you may have. We also welcome Kathie

Ragusa-Hallock and Peter Thorne as the newest
members.

As in the past, the Parks and Recreation committee
will conduct the “Zuck” races at the Zucchini
Festival and we are seeking volunteers to help record
the winners and supervise the ever popular “duck
drop.” Please contact Curtis Thierling or Tina

Bardwell if you would
like to help.

In closing, I would
like to thank all the 
residents of West
Stockbridge. Our town is
a unique village full of
wonderful and creative
people. It has been my

pleasure to have been involved as the Parks and
Recreation Chair. We are more of a family than a
village. It’s a great place to live. My sincere thanks
to all.

FREE COMPOST!
Now available to be picked up 
as long as it lasts. Bring your own
container.

CARDBOARD:
Please cut up cardboard into pieces no 
larger than 3´ square so they will fit into
the compactor.

Hours:
Tues & Thurs:
10am-6pm

Sat: 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:

Please welcome New Co-Chairs
Curtis Thierling and Tina Bardwell,
and new Co-Secretaries Sue Coxon

and Michaela Thierling to the
Committee.
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Need more room for your 
Summer guests? 

Book one of our Suites for your visitors and 
get a special Local Resident’s Discount!

Visit www.shakermillinn for details.

413-232-4600
www.shakermillinn.com

Deluxe Suites at Moderate Prices…In the heart of West Stockbridge!

TV/DVD/VCR • Free Internet Access • Full Kitchen • Private Deck

Mark Hallock
K&M Custom Construction

Offering Davis Frame timber frame homes
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June 1 Vinnie Fruet
June 8 Tricia Skorput
June 24 Karl Cooper
June 26 Connie Lockenwitz
June 26 Adelaide Rusch
June 30 Pam and Ron Race

June Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Local Yokel 
Happy Birthday Special

Message – Just $10!
Send us a photo (optional) and birthday message for that someone
special! Deadline for July Issue: June 10th. Mail this form with
your check, payable to the Local Yokel to: P.O. Box 238, West
Stockbridge, MA 01266, or drop it off at the Town Clerk’s Office.

Your Message:

Your Name

Your Phone Number (in case we have a question)

The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net
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Recipe Corner By Lynn Ryan

Berkshire Strawberry Shortcake
Submitted by Amy Cotler, Fresh & Company

Makes 5-6 Servings
When local strawberries are ripe, my family and I always drive over to Ioka Valley Farm in Hancock to

pick heavenly berries. Some classics can’t be beat, and strawberry shortcake, using local June strawberries,
is one of them. A little extra work, sure, but well worth it! This version uses warm cream biscuits, which
are rich, dense and divine.

1. Preheat oven to 450°. Hull and slice strawberries. In a
medium bowl, mash them with a potato masher, just a
little, until very coarsely chopped. Stir in sugar to
taste and set aside.

3 pints local strawberries 
Sugar to taste

Biscuits:
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 teaspoon sugar
1 cup heavy cream
4-6 tablespoons melted butter

1 cup whipped cream, 
sweetened to taste

2. Whip cream in a mixer or with a whisk until it
forms soft peaks. Whip in just a little sugar to taste.
Refrigerate.

3. Sift all dry ingredients into medium bowl. Add
cream and mix with hands or rubber spatula. Knead
no more than a minute, just to bring the dough together.
Turn onto lightly floured board or counter. Pat into
square about 1/2 inch thick. Cut into four strips one
way and four strips the other way. Pour half melted
butter on baking sheet and top with other half. Bake
12-15 minutes, or until top just starts to brown a
little.

4. Split biscuits by hand.
Top one half with berries
and whipped cream.
Place second half on top.
Or let diners prepare
their own.

PEACE

it does not mean to be in a place
where there is no noise, trouble,
or hard work. it means to be in the
midst of those things and still be
calm in your heart

– Author unknown

Submitted by Lynn Ryan

Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

May Donors:
Robert Schierloh

Carter and Carol White
Mary Korte

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 19.)

Send your favorite recipes to: Lynn Ryan, 17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319   bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission 232-0300

Fire Department 232-4490   (non-emergency) Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500   (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300   wstnclerk@msn.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Wed. 4-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Check out the

NEW 
Town 

Website! 
Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

Community and Business Website: www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA
01266

June 2007 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

June 4
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

June 6 Council on Aging Meeting 1:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

June 7
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

June 9 St. Patrick’s Tag and Bake Sale 9:00am-3:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

June 11 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

June 15 VOTER REGISTRATION 12:00noon-8:00pm Town Clerk’s Office

June 18
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

June 19 Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 7:00pm Library

June 21 Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

June 22 CARD POND OPENS FOR SEASON

June 25 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

June 28 -
July 6 TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE CLOSED

June 30 Big Band Dance and Social 7:00pm-11:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

JUNE 2007
S M T W TH F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

 


