
Local YokelWest Stockbridge

(n.) a country folk living in a quaint neighborhood community

Summary of Annual Town Meeting Articles
by R. Michael Kirchner, Chairman Board of Selectmen

The upcoming Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 7 at 7:00 pm
in the St. Patrick’s Parish Center, Albany Road, West Stockbridge. There are 43
articles on the warrant. Many are standard housekeeping articles, some are spending
articles, and some have been placed by petition. Your Town Reports are in the
mail and we encourage you to review them carefully before coming to the Annual
Town Meeting, as some of the articles are long and deserve some study. 

The first eleven articles are what are considered standard housekeeping 
articles. Although important and necessary, they appear year after year for the
purpose of authorizing the Selectmen and other officials to make appointments,
borrow money, and seek and accept grants.  

Articles 12, 13 and 14 were placed by voter petition. This petition was 
presented to the Selectmen with the necessary ten voter’s signatures and the articles
have been placed on the warrant as required by law. The articles concern the
appointment of the Chief of Police. I have sought guidance from Town Counsel
so that we may handle these articles in the correct manner at the Town Meeting.

Article 15 is by far the longest article on the warrant, covering more than
nine pages. This article was placed by the Board of Selectmen at the request of
the West Stockbridge Conservation Commission. It concerns the adoption of a
Wetlands Protection Bylaw/Ordinance. This bylaw is intended to utilize the Home
Rule authority of this municipality so as to protect the resource areas under the
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131 S.40). The Conservation Commission
has held public informational meetings on the implementation of this bylaw and
will be available to address the issue. Please take the time to read this important
proposed bylaw before Town Meeting so that you will be better informed, and
also feel free to contact a member of the Conservation Commission to ask questions
prior to the Town Meeting.

(continued on page 3)
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Town Meeting and Elections 
will be held at St. Patrick’s Parish Center this year.

VOTE!
Annual Town Meeting
Monday, May 7, 7:00pm

Let your voice be
heard.Take time to

Annual Town Elections
Monday, May 14, 10:00am – 7:00pm
St. Patrick’s Parish Center
28 Albany Road…followed by a Coffee & Dessert

Reception hosted by the Local Yokel –

come meet the Candidates!
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(Articles, continued from page 1)

Article 16 was also placed on the warrant at the request of the Conservation Commission. It is an authorization
for the Selectmen to request special legislation for the purpose of appointing two Associate Members of the
Conservation Commission. This will enable these members to participate and vote on issues where there may be an
absence of regular members or a conflict of interest concerning regular
members. This situation has occurred in the past and has resulted in the
Board having to postpone meetings and important votes. Hopefully this
will solve these problems. 

Article 17 fixes the salaries of the elected officials. Four of these 
positions are level funded and two are requesting increases. 

Articles 18 through 27 include all the line item spending budgets.
There are increases in some and decreases in others. The largest, of course,
are Articles 20 and 21 and they are the Education articles. Our assessment
for the support of our schools is by far the largest spending article on the
warrant and constitutes a large portion of our total annual budget. This year
our assessment for the Operating Budget is up by $127,655, and the Capital
Budget is down by $18,957. It is important to remember that last year our
assessment was substantially down from the FY 06 budget due to the
impact of the School Building Administration starting the reimbursement
for the new schools earlier than expected and paying not only a reimbursement
for the first year, but also for the short term borrowing that had occurred
during the previous years. That was a one-time windfall. This year the 
reimbursement continues, but has leveled off to a more
predictable amount. The total assessment for the
schools for the FY 08 budget is $2,591,272. Although
higher than last year this amount is still less than our
assessment in the FY 06 budget. 

Article 28 begins the Special Articles. This article
asks for the transfer of $200,000 from certified free
cash to the Stabilization Fund. The purpose of this is to
put funds into an interest earning account for the purpose
of assisting with the payment of the new Town Offices
Renovation project, and thereby reducing the annual
assessment.

Article 29 is a request to transfer from Stabilization
the sum of $365,600 to go toward the FY 08 payment
of the Town Offices renovation project.  

Article 30 is for the purpose of purchasing a new
model year police cruiser for the Police Department
and to sell the 2001 sedan cruiser that we currently
have. The requested amount is $28,000.

Article 31 requests a transfer of $5,000 from Free
Cash to the Capital Improvement fund for the Parks
and Recreation Committee. This money is for the 
continued improvement of the recreation facilities at
the new Town Offices complex (old Village School).

(continued on page 4)

William Merelle
owner / chef

Maggie Merelle
owner

3 Center Street
West Stockbridge MA 01266

tele 413-232-4111
fax 413-232-0111

Wines:
Barefoot
Cellars
Chardonnay &
Merlot
Big 1.5LT
$9.99

Beringer
Founders
All Types
750ml
$9.99

Liquor:
Svedka 
Jim Beam
Canadian Club

All 1.75 LT
ALL $19.99

Beer:
Corona
12 pk bottles
$12.99 + dep

Beck’s
12 pk bottles
$12.99 + dep

Mirada!  
Cinco de Mayo 
is much more fun with:

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good May 1-31, 2007

!

!
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(Articles, continued from page 3)

Article 32 is for the transfer of $75,000 from
free cash to the Fire Truck Trust Fund that was
established last year with a similar transfer. The purpose
of this is to attempt to save funds to offset the cost
for the replacement of the 1974 Sanford Pumper.
The Fire Department recently brought forward a 
proposal to lease a new fire truck instead of an out-
right purchase. This option is being explored and
investigated by the Board of Selectmen and may be
brought to the Town at some point in the future. 

Article 33 is for the transfer of free cash in the
amount of $14,000 for the purpose of additional 
engineering for the reconstruction project on Main
Street. The Commonwealth of Mass has received our
proposal for this reconstruction project and our request
for a grant of more than $1 million. They have recently
notified us that further study and engineering is 
necessary and we are working closely with them as to
exactly what our next steps are.  

Article 34 deals with transferring $5,000 for the
purpose of mothballing the Old Town Hall. As we will
be moving from this building this summer, this will
allow us to secure the building and take measures to
make it safe until it is decided what will become of
this old building.  

Article 35 is a special article requesting a transfer
from free cash of $12,500 for the purpose of paying
for shift coverage during the time that our newly
appointed full-time police officer will be attending the
police academy. This expense was anticipated when
Rosario Messina was appointed to the position of 
full-time police officer and he will begin the academy
on April 23, 2007.

Article 36 transfers again from free cash, this time
in the amount of $19,000 for the purpose of paying
our share for the new Fire Department Rescue/Pumper.

As you know, the Fire Department did an outstanding
job applying for a grant for this truck and this money
is the small matching portion that is required in the
grant language. Kudos go out to the Fire Department
for securing this grant. 

Article 37 is a further request for a transfer from
free cash. This is for $10,000 and will go to the 
demolition of the house known as the Hill residence
on State Line Road. The State Land Court recently
ruled that the Town owns this property and these funds
will demolish the house and fill in the cellar hole. The
Town then plans to level the site and seed it. It will
then become a much more attractive welcome to West
Stockbridge. 

Article 38 is the final request for transfer from the
free cash account. It is fortunate that we have a healthy
free cash account that allows us to do all of the above
very worthy projects. This item is for the transfer of
$7,000 and it is for the second year of weed removal
for the Mill Pond. For the past two years we have been
working through the permitting process to gain approval
to treat the weeds that have been choking the Mill
Pond. Approval was granted early this spring and the
first treatment will take place immediately. This transfer
of funds will allow us to conduct a second treatment
next spring as is recommended by the contractor.  

Articles 39-41 deal with the sewer and water.
These articles are all offset by user receipts. 

Article 42 deals with a small routine transfer of
$1,000 from the Dog Fund to the Library Fund.

Article 43 sets up revolving accounts for our
inspectors. The fees charged by these inspectors go into
this account and are then paid out to them upon request.

All in all there are some very important items on
the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting and I urge
you all to attend. 

Need more room for your 
Springtime guests? 

Book one of our Suites for your visitors and 
get a special Local Resident’s Discount!

Visit www.shakermillinn for details.

413-232-4600
www.shakermillinn.com

Deluxe Suites at Moderate Prices…In the heart of West Stockbridge!

TV/DVD/VCR • Free Internet Access • Full Kitchen • Private Deck
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The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

Mark Hallock
K&M Custom Construction

Offering Davis Frame timber frame homes
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After eight years of service as our town librarian,
Leslie Meltzer is leaving to take a full-time position at
the Ramsdell Public Library in
Housatonic. The Friends of the West
Stockbridge Library would like to
wish Leslie the very best in her 
new endeavor. We will miss her 
welcoming smile, enthusiasm, 
and infectious laugh.

The Friends group enjoyed her
input and participation during our
meetings. Supporting and helping plan summer 
programs for children was always a fun, collaborative
effort. Leslie’s artistic talents added so much to the 
programs and activities. We will miss the lively 
discussions many of us had with Leslie, whether they
were about new books or our favorite authors.  

And Marshall Fisher has added this reminiscence:

Our move to West Stockbridge eight years ago
came just shortly after Leslie Meltzer began her tenure
as town librarian. A few days later, we paid our first
visit to the library, our two-year-old boy in tow, and
since that day Leslie has been one of the brightest and
steadiest fixtures in our West Stockbridge life. We soon
had a second son, and as Satchel and Bram moved
from picture books to being read to and then to reading
on their own, Leslie always took an interest in their
interests and helped them find books they would enjoy.
Often she even had a new book waiting, which she had
ordered with one of them in mind. Our kids have also
always enjoyed the art workshops that Leslie, an artist
in her own right, has organized in the library.

Leslie has been terrific for adult patrons of the
library as well. On a tight budget, and with limited

space, she has managed to keep the library stocked
with an excellent selection of the latest books. My

mother, on her visits here, is always
eager to visit our library, which she
says has a better selection of current
fiction than the much larger public
library near her home in Miami.

We’re happy for Leslie, who has
found a full-time position in her
hometown at the Housatonic library.
But we will certainly miss her friendly,

helpful presence in the cozy old library on Main Street.

I am sad to be leaving my position of Director of the
West Stockbridge Public Library. For eight years, I
have enjoyed being of service to the patrons of the
Library, working with the Townspeople, teaching
workshops for children. Thank you to all who have
helped me and the Library. Your new Library is sure
to be wonderful. Please feel free to visit me at my
new job at the Ramsdell Library in Housatonic.
Special thanks go
to all the volun-
teers, patrons, the
Friends, the
Trustees, the
Town employees,
the Knitters and
the families and
their children who
have made this
job so meaningful.

Sincerely;
Leslie Meltzer

Departing Librarian 
and artist Leslie Meltzer has one

last message…

The Library Trustees wish Director 
Leslie Meltzer well as she moves on to a 

full-time position at an area library. 
Leslie has served as our librarian for 

eight years and we especially appreciate the 
programs she created for children in 

our community.

Thank You

A Fond Goodbye to Town Librarian Leslie Meltzer
By Kathleen Davis, Friends of the Library Chairperson
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(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available in
full and unedited on the new Town web site at 
www.weststockbridge-ma.gov and at the Town offices.)

March 12, 2007
Open meeting.  Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton and
Tina Skorput Cooper, Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber.

Eagle Scout Project. Josh Morse presented a proposal
for an Eagle Scout project to beautify and improve
plantings at the Village School War Memorial, the
cannon at Albany and State Line Roads, and around
the sign at the Village School. The Board commended
Josh and supports his proposal.

Parks & Recreation. Parks & Recreation Committee
Chair Bob Powell addressed the Board about the
Committee’s capital plans and FY 08 budget request.
The operating budget will remain the same but an
additional $5000 for capital projects is requested
including resurfacing the tennis courts, reconstruction
of the little league diamond and a walking path
around the Village School grounds. The Board
agreed to sponsor the $5000 capital appropriation at
the Town Meeting. The Board also advised Bob that
the existing playground equipment at the Village
School would have to be removed if the Senior
Center is funded and goes forward. Five new members
of the Parks & Recreation Committee were proposed
and appointed: Tina Bardwell, Michaela and Curtis
Thierling, Michael Brex and Ed Robbins.

Noxious Odors. The Board reviewed a letter sent by
the Board of Health to resident Wayne Cooper directing
him to cease use of a coal furnace which has been
causing noxious odors leading several neighbors to
complain.

Recycling Payments. The Board announced the
Town has received payments totaling approximately
$6000 this year for recyclables.

Other. The Board approved a request from Town
Treasurer Karen Williams to appoint Bruce Turner as
Assistant Town Treasurer. The Board reviewed and
approved proposals for additional engineering services
for the Village School renovation. The Board plans to

attend a meeting with the Finance Committee on
March 16 and a Conservation Commission meeting
on March 15. The latter is in regard to aquatic weed
removal at Mill Pond.

March 19, 2007
Open meeting. Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton

and Tina Skorput Cooper, Administrative Assistant
Mark Webber.

Scout Observer. The Board welcomed Tyler
Summers, present to observe the meeting as part of a
Boy Scout project.

Abandoned Property. The Board discussed steps
to be taken now that notice has finally been received
from Land Court that the Town now owns the 
abandoned Hill House property on State Line Road.
Quotes have been received for removal of the building
and an article to appropriate funds could be considered
at the Town Meeting.

Meetings. The Board agreed to a joint meeting
on March 30 with the Finance Committee to review
the FY 08 budget. A meeting will be held at the
Village School on March 23 to review progress and
plans for the gymnasium, kitchen, site work and
other items.

Zucchini Festival. Marge Powell asked the Board
whether the Shaker Mill bridge reconstruction will
present any problems for the upcoming Zucchini
Festival. Tina Skorput Cooper and Curt Wilton
responded that the project has gone smoothly to date
with few traffic concerns.

March 26, 2007
Open meeting. Present: Selectmen Curt Wilton and
Tina Skorput Cooper, Administrative Assistant Mark
Webber.

Police Staffing. The Board discussed a letter from
Police Chief Cooper concerning plans to replace
Officer Messina when he attends the training academy
by making Officer Perrin temporarily full-time. Curt
Wilton is opposed to this because Officer Perrin is
not full-time academy trained, and also because he
would then have to be offered health insurance benefits
while working full-time. Curt prefers part time 

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker
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officers be used to fill the gap as was initially 
proposed. The matter was tabled until next week.

Proposed Article. The Board discussed placing an
article on the Town Meeting warrant that would
allow a Town Board member to miss one session of a
public hearing and still be able to sit in on any ruling
if the Board member were able to “get up to speed”
on the session missed.

Old Town Hall. The Board discussed the eventual
disposition of the Old Town Hall. It was suggested
that Old Town Hall Committee Chair Joel Hotchkiss
be invited to join the Board at a future meeting.

New Town Web Site. Tina Skorput Cooper
announced the new official Town web site will go
“live” this week. The Board thanked Tina for her
work on this.

Village School. State Building Inspector Gordon
Bailey will accompany Building Inspector Jim
Vosburgh on an inspection of the Village School on
March 28. The Board also discussed altering the rear
Village School entrance in the event the Senior
Center project is approved and agreed that the rear
entrance should receive temporary treatment until the
status of the Senior Center is determined.

Meetings. The Board will meet jointly with the
Finance Committee on March 30 to review the FY 08
budget. A meeting with Chief Cooper was postponed
due to scheduling conflicts.

Annual Town Meeting. The Board reviewed a draft
warrant for the Annual Town Meeting.

April 2, 2007
Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center.

Present: Selectmen Mike Kirchner, Tina Skorput
Cooper and Curt Wilton.  Minutes of March 26 meeting
were approved with corrections.

Abandoned Property. Responding to an inquiry
from Ralph LaCasio of State Line Road concerning the
abandoned Hill House property, Mike Kirchner
informed Mr. LaCasio that the Town had just received
final disposition from the Massachusetts Land Court
and now owns the property free and clear. The Town
will seek approval of an article at the Annual Town
Meeting appropriating a sum to demolish and remove
the structure.  

Village School Project. The Board considered a
“Notice of Delay” letter from the general contractor,
Whiteway Construction. The Board will inform Whiteway
that the Town will not be not responsible for any delay
in the event that the asbestos abatement contractor 
cannot return to remove the building windows. 

Truck Traffic. The Board discussed a complaint
about truck traffic on Main Street from resident Mati
Kiin. The Board will pass the complaint along to Police 

(continued on page 12)
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HHHHHH
KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES

(All Candidates were invited to submit profiles to The Local Yokel. These are the profiles received as of press time.)

Gene Dellea
Candidate for 
Town Moderator

Eugene A. Dellea has served as
West Stockbridge Town
Moderator since 1965. Prior to
that, he served six years as a
member of the Board of
Selectmen, and five years as its
chairman. Currently, Mr. Dellea
is the president of the Hillcrest Campus of Berkshire
Medical Center, and is the president of Fairview Hospital.
He also currently serves on various boards including
Legacy Bank, the Community Health Association, Hillcrest
Educational Centers, Central Berkshire Chamber of
Commerce and others. Mr. Dellea is a graduate from the
Carnegie Institute of Medical Technology, and he holds a
master’s degree from Cambridge College. 

Tina Skorput Cooper
Candidate for 
Town Clerk

My name is Tina Skorput Cooper
and I am running for my fourth
term as your Town Clerk. I am a
native of West Stockbridge and
care very deeply about the Town
and its people. I am the President
of the Berkshire County Clerk’s
Association and a member of the New England Clerk’s
Association and the Massachusetts Town Clerk’s
Association. I am currently working toward my designation
as a Certified Massachusetts Municipal Clerk and a
Certified Municipal Clerk. The job of Town Clerk is the
only job in local government that you have contact with all
Departments, Committees, Elected Officers, Appointed
Officers, residents and visitors. The people are what make
my job interesting. I can honestly say that I love my job!

Curt Wilton
Candidate for 
Selectman

My name is Curt Wilton, I am
seeking to be re-elected as your
selectman. I live on Moscow
Road with my wife and three
sons. Born and raised in town,
my roots go back three 
generations. I have served as
your selectman for the past three years. All the excitement
began just a few years ago. A 51% voter turnout set the
town aglow. The town has become very proactive in this
short time. The old village school/library is funded and
underway. The grant for our new senior center has been
submitted. The most exciting project I am involved with is
the revitalization of our downtown. I want to work with the
merchants, taxpayers, and officials to see this project
through. I do not want to see it go dormant again. This
proactive approach is exciting and energetic to all of us. 
Let us continue together into the future.

June Biggs
Candidate for
Tax Collector

I moved to Swamp Road in 1976
with my husband Bill, and I have
two daughters. I hold two
Masters degrees and have taught
mathematics for 17 years. I also
have training in computers and
statistical analysis. I am secretary
of the Board of Community Health (1985-07), a Library
Trustee (1988-07), editor of COA’s Newsletter (1998–07), a
lector at St. Patrick’s (1996–07), member of the School 
Re-use Committee, Zucchini Festival volunteer, and a former
CCD teacher (15 yrs.). I am running for the Collector’s
position because I feel that I have the organizational and
management skills to do the job well. My mathematical
skills, computer literacy, and attention to detail will allow
me to maintain the high standards and fine record of the
present Collector. I hope to be able to provide evening and
weekend hours in the new Town Hall for the convenience
of town residents.
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tokonoma gallery

5 Center  Stree t ,  West  Stockbr idge ,  MA 01266
Robin  Schmit t    413.232.8505

f ine  ar t & craf t
c u s t o m  f r a m i n g

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

Sandra Hotchkiss
Candidate for 
Tax Collector

My husband Joel and I have
operated our gallery and business
(Hotchkiss Mobiles) since we
moved to West Stockbridge in
1993. Although I am not a local
(I was born in VA, raised on
Long Island and lived in CA for
16 years), I feel I have become integrated into this 
community over the last 14 years. I was a Kiwanis member
for a number of years and have volunteered much of my
time with the Downtown Merchants and have coordinated
the town-wide display of the bridge flowers and hanging
baskets for the last 4 years. I have handled all the accounting
and the buying for our gallery since the mid 1980’s. Given
my Italian heritage, I have always had the ability to speak
honestly and without a lot of fluff. Now that you know a bit
more about me, I hope to get your vote.

Amy Butterworth
Candidate for 
Assessor

My family and I have lived in West Stockbridge since the
spring of 1997. My husband Brian works at the Red Lion
Inn and our children Tim and Jancy are at Monument. I was
appointed Assessor in 2001 and elected to that position in
May of 2003. I was fortunate to learn a lot about assessing
from John Astore and Irene Skorput. Their wealth of
knowledge and experience has been invaluable. Irene 
continues to teach Jennifer Wilton and me in the many and
varied facets of assessing. As members of the Massachusetts
Association of Assessing Officers we attend informational
seminars. We have access to the state Department of Local
Services and their legal, educational and CAMA (computer)
support departments. We receive bulletins informing us of
changes in laws and procedure. We use local resources,
such as the Berkshire County Assessors Association. Being
an Assessor is interesting, challenging and never boring! 

Located @ Route 22 
& I-90 @ Exit B-3

In Canaan, New York…
Just 3 MILES from West Stockbridge!

4 Adjacent to 24hr.Truck Stop
4 24/7 Access
4 Fully Fenced & Lit
4 RV Parking – Boat Storage
4 Automobile Parking
4 3-Phase Plugs Available

for Tractor Trailers

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

MEET THE CANDIDATES
at the Local Yokel 

Coffee & Dessert Reception
Immediately After Town Meeting!
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Jennifer Summers
Candidate for 
Library Trustee

My name is Jennifer Summers and I am running for my third
term of Library Trustee. I am a Substitute Teacher in the
BHRSD. Before that, I was President of the Parent/Teacher
Association at the Village School. I have been active with
Cub Scouts, but am also a Boy Scout Troop Committee
Member for Troop 23 for the last 2 years. I was nominated by
Mary Panzeri 6 years ago and have served as Treasurer of the
Board since 2001. As a Library Trustee I have worked tirelessly
on the planning, development, and – by summer’s end – the
move to our new library facility. I have been an advocate for
our new space and a fiscally responsible advocate for the
town. I enjoy my position and hope, with your help, to continue
working for the West Stockbridge Library. Please remember
to vote, Jennifer Summers, Library Trustee.

Kathleen Davis
Candidate for 
Library Trustee

I would like to serve our town as a
Library Trustee. For the past 12
years I have been a Friend of the
Library. As a Friend, I have been
involved in children’s programming,
fundraising, and the Historic
Lecture series, now in its fourth
year. As Trustee, I would like to increase the library’s circulation
and expand the programs available to the citizens of our town.
There are many people in town who spend time using the
services of other libraries in Berkshire County instead of our
own. I would like to bring those individuals back to our town
library. My other volunteer activities in West Stockbridge
include a past and present member of the Cultural Council,
Girl Scout leader, and active member of St. Patrick Church. I
currently work part-time as a BHRSD tutor, private tutor, and
GED teacher.

Dana Bixby
Candidate for 
Planning Board

I first served on the Planning
Board about 17 years ago and,
except for an interruption in
service for a time when I lived in
Great Barrington because of the
fire at my house, I have been on
the Planning Board since then. I
am currently chairperson of the Planning Board.

If we had formal subcommittees I would be chairperson of
the zoning subcommittee charged with making a proposal
for updating the zoning for the village downtown area. As
an architect who sometimes works with land development
issues and has knowledge of new zoning ideas, I want to
bring some updated thinking to the zoning changes that
will be proposed. I am in favor of zoning changes that 
facilitate and support the creation of more affordable housing
in West Stockbridge. I would like to see less development
of large houses on isolated large lots. 

Irene Skorput
Candidate for 
Assessor

I have been an Assessor for 25
years, having completed all 
educational courses and earning
my designation of Massachusetts
Accredited Assessor Certificate
#905. I have been attending all
seminars and workshops and
continue to earn credits for renewal of my MAAO designation.
I recently retired as Southern Berkshire Registrar of Deeds
with 36 year experience in real estate. I am looking forward
to moving into the new town offices. This transition will
provide more space, better work flow and be more user
friendly for the residents to visit with concerns of valuation
and how tax rates are established and certified. I am proud
that, with my fellow Assessors Amy Butterworth and
Jennifer Wilton, our office has consistently set a timely
approved tax rate, preventing borrowing money to continue
governmental functions. I am looking forward to using my
experience to ensure fair and honest property assessments.

HHHHHH
KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES

(All Candidates were invited to submit profiles to The Local Yokel. These are the profiles received as of press time.)
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Custom Painting and Airbrushing
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Towing – AAA Approved

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette
Formerly of Carlson’s Auto Body

Archibald Fadding, Jr.
Candidate for 
Cemetery Commission

I am a lifelong West Stockbridge
resident and a former cemetery
commissioner with 22 years 
experience. I am interested in
restoring the older cemeteries back
to good condition by cutting back
encroaching brush, removing dead
trees, and having fallen gravestones reset as money becomes
available to have the work done.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
at the Local Yokel 

Coffee & Dessert Reception
Immediately After Town Meeting!

Local Scout Plans Beautification
Project

By Tina Skorput Cooper

Joshua Morse of West Stockbridge is working
toward the completion of his Eagle Scout project.
Josh currently holds the rank of Life Scout with Troop
23 in Great Barrington. He lives with his parents and
sister on Maple Hill Road in West Stockbridge.  

Josh’s project includes: 

• Reconstruction of existing flower beds at the
Veteran’s War Memorial Cannon located on the
corner of Albany and State Line Roads;

• A new 16´ diameter perennial flower bed at the
base of the Town Offices and Police Department
sign;

• Painting the base of the War Memorial Monument;

• Planting a flower bed and mulching existing
shrubs and trees around the monument at the
Village School.

Josh needs financial assistance for the plantings,
paint and other materials needed to complete the project.
If you would like to donate to Joshua’s project, please
send your donation to Joshua Morse at 2 Maple Hill
Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266.  
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(Selectmen, continued from page 7)

Chief Cooper. The Board also reviewed a letter from
Chief Cooper seeking guidance on whether to permit
oversize trucks from Unistress to pass through Town
center for a limited period. The Board feels that it is a
public safety issue and should be handled as the Chief
sees fit.

Police Staffing. The Board reviewed a letter from
Chief Cooper suggesting that part-time Officer Perrin
be allowed to work full-time during the 20-week period
that Officer Messina is attending the Police Training
Academy.  The Board responded that any Town
employee who works 20 or more hours per week on a
consistent basis is considered a full-time employee and
must be enrolled in the county retirement system and is
also eligible for health and dental insurance.
Furthermore, a full-time Officer should be full-time
academy trained.  The Chief was advised to be creative
in his staffing while Officer Messina is unavailable.

Aquatic Weeds. The Board signed a contract with
Lycott Industries for aquatic weed removal at Mill
Pond. The initial application will take place this spring.
The contractor will be asked to give the Town a few
days notice prior to beginning.

Main Street Reconstruction. Mass Highway has
responded favorably to the Town’s Project Need
Request for the reconstruction of Main Street. However,

additional studies are needed before the project can
proceed. The Board will invite Mass Highway District
1 Director Peter Niles and Berkshire Regional Planning
to a meeting to discuss what the Town needs to do.

Old Town Hall. The Board discussed what is to
become of the Old Town Hall after it is cleared out this
summer. Old Town Hall Committee Chair Joel Hotchkiss
will be invited to a meeting.

Cemetery Mowing. The Board discussed
Cemetery Commission plans to pay for mowing this
season. Curt Wilton observed that if all the mowing
was sub-contracted properly it would be subject to 
prevailing wage laws and the Commission’s FY 08
budget request would not be enough. Commission
members will be called in soon to a meeting.

Town Elections. The Board voted to hold the May
14 Town Elections at St. Patrick’s Parish Center. 

Eagle Scout Project. Tina Skorput Cooper passed
along a concern of Eagle Scout candidate Josh Morse
that the Village School project sign was too close to the
Town sign in order to do a planting around the sign.
The Board responded that the project sign is temporary
and will be removed when the project is done.

Driveway Permit. The Board approved a driveway
permit application from Amy Pressman.

Budget. The Board reviewed the FY 08 budget.

Easter Egg Hunt, 2007 Easter Egg Hunt, ??????

An Easter Egg Hunt in the late 1970’s – can you identify
any of these folks? 

Photo Courtesy of Jim Fallon

The West Stockbridge Fire Department Support Services
hosted the popular Annual Easter Egg Hunt at the old
Village School on April 7.

Inset Photos: Lisa Parker
Starting Line Photo: Tina Skorput Cooper
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Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Lawn Maintenance

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322

Evidence of a New Main Street Parking Method
By Bob Salerno, Town Historian

After publishing the photo of early parallel parking on Main Street (see the April issue of the Local
Yokel), additional research has surfaced showing evidence of an alternative parking method. We believe that
the “Random Diagonal” method shown in this early photo existed at the water troughs at either end of Main
Street. Note: we have not found this method being used in any of the central blocks in town. Perhaps it could
be considered in the reconstruction of Main Street.

This undated photo is likely from the early 1900’s –
prior to lane marking, heavy trucks, and highway
department snow plowing. The cattle are from the
Gaston farm on Swamp Road, and might have been
frequent visitors to the water trough in front of the
Moffat house at the intersection of Main Street,
Swamp Road and Lenox Road. The water trough was
removed when the road was later reconstructed since
there seems to be a decline in cattle on Main Street. 

The “traffic” in this undated photo from the
early 1900’s are cattle, likely from the Gaston

Farm on Swamp Road.

Photo Courtesy of Marshall Gaston

Mowing, Planting, Mulching
Tree & Brush Removal, Flowerbeds, Caretaking & More!

Professional, Reliable and Fully Insured
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-232-4354, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

The West Stockbridge
Cultural Council is part of a
statewide network of local councils
that are supported by an annual
appropriation from the State. The
State guidelines stipulate that the
grants are to be used to support
public programs and educational
activities in the arts, sciences and
humanities. Decisions are made at
the local level by a board of
municipally appointed volunteers
under the criteria of the State.  

While the 2007 allocation for
West Stockbridge is much larger
than it has been in prior years, the
amount is not enough to cover all
the projects we would like to 
support and we were still not able
to give many recipients the full
amount of their requests. The main
focus in making grant decisions is
on cultural activities and programs
that will benefit the most people
in our community.

If you would like to make a
donation, are interested in 
applying for a grant, or would like
to volunteer, the Cultural Council
would love to hear from you. The
Council currently needs someone
to fill the position of Secretary
and a lot of volunteers to participate
in pre-planning and organizing
the Zucchini Festival. Please send
a letter to the Cultural Council at
Town Hall or call Marjorie Powell
at 232-0222.

GRANT RECIPIENT PROJECT FUNDED AMOUNT

Barrington Stage Company Kids Act!  Countywide summer 
program for students ages 8-17 $125

Berkshire Theater Festival BTF Plays!  School Residency
Program at Muddy Brook $600

Jane Burke Teaching Math & Science Through
Ceramics at Muddy Brook $150

Children’s Health Program 
Family Network   

Berkshire Botanical Garden field trip
for West Stockbridge playgroup $ 50

Community Access to the Arts CATA Artist in Residence $400

Flying Cloud Institute
Berkshire Environmental Educators
Network: promote environmental 
science in public schools

$150

Friends of West Stockbridge
Library Historical Lecture Series $600

IS183 Art School of the
Berkshires Needs-Based Scholarships $100

Gary Leveille West Stockbridge Vintage
Photographs $150

Muddy Brook Elementary Colonel Ashley House field trip: part
of social studies curriculum $150

John Root
Edible Wild Plants of New England
lecture at West Stockbridge Public
Library

$250

Sculpture Now
A 3-D Exploration of Sculpture 
program for students at Monument
Mt. High School

$600

Shakespeare & Company
Fall Festival of Shakespeare
Program for students at Monument
Mt. High School

$150

The West Stockbridge Local Yokel Community newspaper $400

The Stockbridge Sinfonia Free Community Concert $ 50

James & Teri Weber Joy of Samba Percussion Workshop
to take place at the Zucchini Festival $400

West Stockbridge Public Library Summer Reading Program $250

West Stockbridge Cultural Council Announces 2007 Grants
By Vicki Grayson
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It’s time to start planning this summer’s 4th Annual Zucchini Festival. As
everyone knows, the festival is HUGE and growing larger every year. The core
group of volunteers can’t manage all the pre-planning and organization without
some additional help. 

Some of the areas in which help is needed are: Media/Advertising,
Decorations, Booth and Game Supplies, Volunteer Coordination, “Zuck” Races,
Gift Certificates for Prizes, Mailings, Poster Distribution, Zucchini for
Children’s Games and T-Shirt Sales. There is someone on the committee who
has done all of these things for prior
festivals and can tell you who to call,
how to accomplish everything, and will
be available to help if you run into any
problems. 

Please call Marjorie Powell 232-0222, Joel
Hotchkiss 232-0200 or Vicki Grayson 232-6131 and see what might work for you. Or you can complete the
following form and mail or drop off to the Cultural Council at Town Hall.

There will be a meeting at 9:00am, Saturday, May 19 at Hotchkiss Gallery. If you’d like to volunteer and
are unable to attend the meeting, please call one of the above people. If you’d like to help and didn’t call or
send in the form, please come to the meeting anyway – we will be very happy to see you.

The Zucchini Festival Is Coming Soon
By Vicki Grayson

Name

Phone

E-Mail

Area of Interest (If you’re not sure or will work in any area, leave blank)

ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL NEEDS YOU

VENDORS:
Reserve Booth Space Now! 

Call Marjorie Powell 232-0222

3 ways to get involved:
1: Mail this form to:

WS Cultural Council
PO Box 163
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

2: Drop off this form at Town Hall

3: Call one of the Members:
Marjorie Powell 232-0222
Joel Hotchkiss 232-0200
Vicki Grayson 232-6131

YES! I’D LIKE TO HELP MAKE THE 
ZUCCHINI FESTIVAL HAPPEN.
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Community Wide Tag Sale
Saint Patrick’s Church in West Stockbridge is

hosting a community-wide Tag Sale on Saturday,
June 9 from 9 am to 3 pm. Any person interested in
renting a table to sell your tag sale items should
contact Lucy Bellville 232-4423 by May 25th. The
cost of renting a table is $20

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
The Stockbridge Grange will hold its monthly

public dinner on Sunday, May 20 from 1:00 to 2:00
pm at the Grange Hall on Church Street in
Stockbridge. The May dinner will be Stuffed Breast
of Chicken served family style. The cost is $9.00
per person, children under 12 cost $4.50. Takeout is
available by calling 298-3185.

Postal Rates Increase
The cost of a first-class postage stamp will

increase from 39 cents to 41 cents on May 14, 2007.
The Post Office has an adequate supply of 2 cent
stamps available and as of April 12 the new stamps
are available for purchase. A non-denominated flag
stamp and the Forever Stamp are available as well.

The new Forever Stamp went on sale April 12
and it will remain valid for a First Class Mail, 
1-ounce letter until the next rate change. Though the
stamp costs 41 cents (new rate effective May 14)
customers may use it anytime after it becomes 
available. To avoid a customer rush to purchase the
stamp on May 14, the stamp will be available for
pre-sale at the new 41 cent rate as follows:

• Retail counter in booklets of 20 beginning
April 12 (no rolls available)

• Post Office vending machines in booklets of
20 beginning April 14

• APC and ATMS in sheetlets of 18 beginning
May 14

Hope Line Program
The Berkshire County District Attorney’s Office

is sponsoring a Hope Line Program, through
Verizon. You can donate your old wireless phones
and accessories from any service provider to this
program. The Hope Line Program provides cell
phone access to victims of domestic violence
through the District Attorney’s Office. You may drop
off your old wireless phones and accessories at the
West Stockbridge Police Station or the West
Stockbridge Public Market.

Prohibition Era Program
The West Stockbridge Friends of the Library

and the Historical Commission are sponsoring a
presentation of West Stockbridge during Prohibition
(1919-1933). It will be held on Friday, May 18 at
the St. Patrick’s Parish Center beginning at 7 pm.

West Stockbridge Fire and Support
Services Hold a Fundraiser

The West Stockbridge Fire and Support Services
are holding a fundraiser during the month of May
and into the first part of June. Members will be sell-
ing raffle tickets for the following prizes:

• First Prize $250 Gas Card

• Second Prize $100 Gas Card

• Third Prize $50 Gas Card

Tickets will be $2.00 apiece and gas cards will
be purchased at the gas station of the winner’s
choice. The raffle will be drawn on Monday, June
18, 7 pm at the West Stockbridge Fire Station.  

Community News & Events

“If you think you're too small to make an impact in this world, 
try going to bed with a mosquito in the room!”

– Anita Roddick

Make an impact in August by volunteering at Zuke Fest!  
– Lynn Ryan
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

APRIL Donors:
Annette Bernstein

Jeri and Dan Buehler
Madie Cotlowitz

Beth and Rich Fentin
Joan and Paul Kopperl
Bill and Marion Loeb

Ed and Elizabeth Parnes
Thanks to everyone who has 

donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 
your support! Keep the Local Yokel 

coming. Send your gift today! 
(See response form on page 19.)

PLEASE REMEMBER:
STYROFOAM IS NOT RECYCLABLE – NO
EXCEPTIONS! Please place in regular trash.

Flip your lid! Unless they are embossed with the
recycle symbol, container lids are not recyclable and
should be disposed of in the garbage.  

Crush your containers! They will take up less space in the
compactor and save the Town – and you – money!

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

Heavy rainfall caused extensive flooding throughout the area on April 15-18. West Stockbridge’s Mill Pond rose over its
banks, and water pouring over the dam reached within a foot of the new bridge supports.

Photos: J. Parker
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The best crunchy brittle you’ve ever eaten. No
one will guess the secret ingredient!

35 saltine crackers

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter

1/2 cup firmly packed brown sugar

1 pkg. semi-sweet chocolate chips

1 cup chopped nuts walnuts, pecans
etc. (optional)

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Place crackers
in a single layer on a foil lined 15x10x1 inch
baking pan. Heat butter and sugar in saucepan
on medium-high heat until the butter is melted
and the mixture is well blended. Bring to boil,
boil 3 minutes without stirring.  

Spread over crackers and bake for 7 minutes.
Immediately sprinkle with the chocolate; let
stand for 5 minutes. Spread melted chocolate
evenly over ingredients in the pan; sprinkle
with nuts. Cool. Cut or break into pieces.
Makes 16 servings.  

(Personally, I like them without the chocolate
or nuts, so you can do half and half.)

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

May 3 Liz and Mike DiGrigoli

May 8 Tara Koloski

May 11 Glenn Girdler

May 12 Lisa Parker

May 15 Barbara Tonini

May 18 Paula Skorput Law

May 25 Katie Lockenwitz

May 28 Melissa Roy

May 29 Walt Skorput

Send your favorite recipes to: Lynn Ryan,
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

CRUNCH BARS

May Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Local Yokel 
Happy Birthday Special

Message – Just $10!
Send us a photo (optional) and birthday message for that someone
special! Deadline for June Issue: May 10th. Mail this form with
your check, payable to the Local Yokel to: P.O. Box 238, West
Stockbridge, MA 01266, or drop it off at the Town Clerk’s Office.

Your Message:

Your Name

Your Phone Number (in case we have a question)

**********LOCAL YOKEL CLASSIFIEDS*********

LIBRARIAN: 20 Hour Week. Start mid-May. BA
required, benefits. Send resume and letter of
interest to Library Trustees, PO Box 47, West
Stockbridge, MA 01266

WEST STOCKBRIDGE
2 small offices in beautifully restored downtown
building. $350/month includes all utilities. Call
Stone House Properties, LLC 232-4253 x201.
(Broker Owned)
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319   bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission 232-0300

Fire Department 232-4490   (non-emergency) Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500   (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300   wstnclerk@msn.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Mon.–Fri. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!

Check out the

NEW 
Town 

Website! 
Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

Community and Business Website: www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA
01266

May 2007 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

May 2 Council on Aging Meeting 1:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

May 3
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

May 7
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

MEET THE CANDIDATES Following Town Meeting St. Patrick’s Parish Center

May 12 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

May 14
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTIONS 10:00am-7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

May 15
Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 7:00pm TBD

Finance Committee Meeting 7:30pm TBD

May 17 Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

May 18 Lecture on Prohibition Era (1919-1933) 7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

May 20 Grange Dinner 1:00pm-2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

May 21 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

May 28
MEMORIAL DAY

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 10:00am

MAY 2007
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

 


