
Local YokelWest Stockbridge

(n.) a country folk living in a quaint neighborhood community

As the transformation from Village School to Town Offices takes place, the next
chapter in the Town’s history will be written where a chalkboard once was.

Photo: Tina Skorput Cooper

West Stockbridge Town Offices and Library
Renovations Under Way

By R. Michael Kirchner, Chair, Board of Selectmen

The new Town Office and Library project is now in full swing. Asbestos
removal has been taking place for the past month and is nearly complete.
Asbestos was located in the floor tiles, vapor barrier paper in the ceilings and
in some of the caulking. It was decided by the Board of Selectmen to have all
of this material removed prior to the commencement of construction so as to
provide the General Contractor with a clean building to work with, and the 

(continued on page 8)
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(Editor’s note: the following are edited 
summaries of Board minutes, which are available
in full and unedited on the Town web site at
www.weststockbridgetown.com and at the Town offices.)

December 11, 2006

Downtown Improvement Plan. At the request
of Bob Carter of SEA Consultants, engineer for the
downtown grant proposal, the Board set a date of
January 8 at 7:00 pm for an informational meeting
to present downtown infrastructure improvement
plans to the public. (Editor’s note: the informational
meeting was later changed to January 22.) 

Village School. Myron Ritrosky of EcoGenesis
will hold weekly project meetings for asbestos 
abatement at the Village School beginning
December 20 at 10:00 am. The Board indicated it
would consider updating kitchen facilities and 
equipment at a later time if the budget allows.  

Storm Damage. A severe storm on December 1
resulted in many fallen trees, particularly in Town
cemeteries. Tree Warden Bill Kie was commended
for his response, but a lot of fallen trees and branches
remain. Cemetery Commissioners requested the
Highway Department clean up the trees, but
Selectman and Highway Department Superintendent
Curt Wilton indicated the Highway Department
doesn’t have time now that winter has arrived. The
Board agreed that the cemeteries are sensitive and
important, but the trees cannot always be the 
responsibility of the Highway Department.

Beaver Problems. Providing an update on
beaver problems at Card Pond, Administrative
Assistant Mark Webber reported that a trapper has
been contacted but no date has been confirmed for
beaver removal.

Withholding Pay. The Board discussed the 
issue of pay withheld from a police officer for work
performed for the Town because the officer had not
returned equipment belonging to the Town.
According to Chairman Michael Kirchner,
Massachusetts General Law prohibits withholding
pay for any reason. Selectman and Town Clerk Tina
Skorput Cooper held that she was acting in the best
interest of the Town in withholding the pay. Kirchner
also asserted the officer had been granted a leave of
absence, so he was under no obligation to return the
items. Wilton confirmed the leave of absence and

agreed that the check should not have been withheld.
Skorput Cooper noted all items have been returned
and the officer’s pay has been released. Kirchner
stated the Board needs to act as a group in order to
avoid perception of individual Board Members taking
actions on behalf of the Board. Skorput Cooper
asked if she can conduct Board business while in the
Town Hall working as Town Clerk. Kirchner and
Wilton agreed that if Board inquiries come up, she
should bring that information to the Board or suggest
that the caller attend a meeting.

December 18, 2006

Gymnasium Bid. Selectmen Mike Kirchner and
Tina Skorput Cooper discussed a proposal from
Whiteway Construction for work on the Village
School gymnasium (Selectman Curt Wilton was
absent due to a water main break). The Board gave
preliminary approval, but noted the contract cannot
be finalized until the general construction contract is
signed. The contract is under review by Town Counsel.

Public Meetings Planned. A public hearing will
be held January 22 at 6:30 pm at the St. Patrick’s
Parish Center to discuss the Senior Center project
and grant application. This hearing will be followed
at 7:00 pm by an informational meeting on the
downtown improvement project. 

Police Department. Chief Cooper will be asked
to attend the next Selectmen’s meeting to discuss
Police Department activities and training. 

Village School. One of the two adjoining 
bathrooms for the future Library space will be
demolished in order to check for asbestos. If no
asbestos is found in the first bathroom, the adjoining
bathroom will not be demolished since they were
constructed at the same time and in the same way.
EcoGenesis will be so informed.

Tax Rate Set. The FY 2007 tax rate has been
approved by the State Department of Revenue at
$8.80 per $1000 of value.

Beavers Again. The Board discussed beaver
removal at Card Pond. It appears that beaver activity
is taking place on both Town and adjoining private
property. A trapper has been asked to take a look at
the area.

(Editor’s note: there were no meetings December
25, January 1, or January 15.)

What’s Happening At The Board of Selectmen
By John Parker
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The 1900 House
Bed and Breakfast
59 Kingstown Road

Narragansett Pier, RI 02882

BILL & SANDRA PANZERI 

(401) 789-7971
www.1900houseri.com
1900house@cox.net

Mark Hallock
K&M Custom Construction

Offering Davis Frame timber frame homes
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Linda J.Briggs
413-443-1685

cell 413-441-2020

Sit and Stay
Pet & House Sitting

“Until you have loved an animal 
a part of your soul remains unawakened”

Fire Department Receives Grant
to Fund New Truck
By Tina Skorput Cooper

The West Stockbridge Fire Department recently
received a Homeland Security Grant in the amount
of $171,000 to help fund the purchase of a combination
Rescue/Pumper truck. The Town will need to kick in
5-8% for the total cost of the new equipment.

Fire Chief Peter Skorput credits Assistant Chief
Ron Race with receiving the grant. He spent an
enormous amount of time writing the grant and
doing all the “leg work” associated with applying for
a grant and being diligent about keeping informed
about the award process. 

The Town has put the truck specifications out to
bid. The bids are due back to the Town by February
12, and after the bid has been awarded it will take
approximately nine months before the truck arrives
in West Stockbridge.

A Homeland Security Grant will provide most of the funding
for a new rescue/pumper truck similar to this one.

Manufacturer’s File Photo

Quote of the Month
Submitted by Lynn Ryan

“Every day, have something
to do or somewhere to go

Every day have someone
to call someone to see

someone to love
But most important

every day have something
to GIVE to someone.”

– Natasha Josefowitz
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Selectmen Hold Meetings on Downtown Improvements, Senior Center
By Tina Skorput Cooper and John Parker

The Board of Selectmen hosted an informational
meeting on January 22nd to discuss plans to pursue
a “SAFETEA-LU” Grant (the acronym stands for
Safe Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users). About 25 interested
residents attended and listened to a short presentation
by Bob Carter representing SEA Consultants of
Stoneham, project engineers.

The proposed project is expected to cost 
somewhere between $1.1 million and $1.6 million,
depending on what improvements are needed and
desired. The project area will be from Great
Barrington Road north to the Shaker Mill Bridge
and Center Street from Main Street to Depot Street.
Improvements under consideration include:

• Updating drainage

• Replacing worn curb and bituminous berm
with all-granite curbing

• Changing sidewalks to all cement

• Ensuring ADA (handicapped accessibility)
requirements are met

• Resurfacing roadways throughout the project
area

• Widening the lower portion of Stockbridge
Road (Route 102) by four feet from South
Street to Great Barrington Road

At this time it is uncertain whether the State
would approve the grant without requiring changes
in the downtown parking setup, i.e. replacing the
current diagonal (angle) parking to parallel parking
along portions of Main Street. The Selectmen are
seeking clarification from MassHighway. Many factors
are considered when the State reviews the grant
applications, and the competition for funds is very
strong. 

Pros and cons of parallel parking were discussed:
safety issues were raised as well as the convenience
of diagonal parking. Some downtown merchants

Floor plan of the Senior Center to be constructed in the old Village School.

Courtesy Clark & Green Architects
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Ricky’s Auto
Body Inc.

44 Great Barrington Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Ph. 413-232-4455   Fax 413-232-4655

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1978

4 ASE Certified Technicians
4 Computerized Estimating
4 Expert Collision Repairs
4 Windshield Replacements
4 Custom Painting and Airbrushing
4 Frame Straightening and Measuring
4 Restorations
4 Painting and Baking in Our New, State-of-

the-Art Blowtherm Downdraft Booth
4 Towing – AAA Approved

We proudly welcome our new Collision/Management Team:
Ed Lorette • Gary Lorette
Formerly of Carlson’s Auto Body

expressed concerned that if parallel parking is 
instituted, customers go elsewhere. Everyone agreed
that sidewalk repairs and sprucing up the business
district are needed. 

No final decision is required at this time about
the parking plan. The first step is to file a “Project
Need” form, which will be reviewed by the grant
committee at the State level. If the committee is 
persuaded the need is sufficient, the Town will be
invited to submit a design for the project.

A public hearing was also held concerning the
Senior Center grant application, the last step before
it is submitted to the State in mid-February. Tom
Webb of Berkshire Home Works is preparing the
application, which will include construction of the
Center and also fund a program run by Elder Services
to provide small home repairs for the elderly. The
planned Senior Center will be 3,148 square feet, and
the cost of construction will be approximately $605,000.
Grant awards will be announced sometime in May.

Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce
Full Service Deli

Daily Lunches
Daily Dinners

Coffee & Donuts

Beer, Wine & Liquor

413-232-8595
8 Main Street, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Wines:
Woodbridge
1.5LT
All Types
$12.99

Segura
Viudas
Brut Reserva
750 ml
$6.99

Liquor:
Absolut 
Vodka
1.75 LT
$29.99

Burnetts 
Gin
1.75 LT
$13.99

Beer:
Ipswich Mix
12 pk bottle
$12.99 + dep

Newcastle
Nut Brown
Ale
12 pk bottle
$12.99 + dep

Keep your Valentine
warm and cozy with 
these special offers:

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good February 1-28, 2007

!
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Community Health Association Gets High Marks
By Vicki Grayson

Our Community Health Association (CHA) has
just received the highest rating possible from the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS). This
certifies that they are giving the highest quality of
care. Three years ago, when the last survey was
done, they also received the highest score. CMS
contracts with the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health to survey a variety of health care
organizations, such as hospitals, nursing homes,
clinics and home care agencies. The surveys are
very stringent; if there are deficiencies, the 
organization is surveyed more frequently and if the
problems are not corrected,
they can be shut down.  

According to Suzanne
Hatch, RN, the Administrator
of CHA, while there is no
actual score, the highest rating
is “Your survey has no 
deficiencies.” The surveys are
unannounced; this one began
on January 3, 2007, and was
finalized the following week.
The surveyor was very
impressed with the care plans prepared by the 
nurses, stating that the plans were very individualized
and patient specific – as opposed to some other
organizations which often use “cookie cutter” care
plans. The surveyor also found that patient satisfaction
was exceptionally high.  

There is more good news – Suzanne wants
everyone to know that CHA is now able to accept a
variety of different health insurance HMOs in addition
to Medicare. The largest are Tufts, Health New
England and Blue Cross/Blue Shield, but others are
accepted and you should call CHA if your insurance
company is not mentioned here. This change now
makes CHA home health care available to people
under 65 years old.

Every Wednesday morning CHA is open for
walk-ins. During this time a nurse is available to
answer questions about medication, diet and other
health care issues and to check blood pressure. And
there is a new service – they can do the Protime test
for people taking the drug Coumadin, a blood thinner

used by people
with heart
and/or clotting
problems. A
doctor’s order is
required in order to check patients using Coumadin,
but CHA can contact your doctor for you to set this up.

Suzanne asked me to remind everyone that if you
want CHA care that it is critical to tell the hospital at
the time of discharge that this is what you want. You
must specifically ask for CHA – and be very persistent.

Recently three people who
requested CHA were sent 
elsewhere for home health care.
It is a difficult marketplace and
this is a small agency. If they
are going to be able to continue
providing high quality service
locally, they need referrals.
Patients or their families can call
CHA prior to surgery or after
hospital admission to arrange
for home care – you do not have
to wait until you are discharged

from the hospital to make these arrangements. 

Our community is very fortunate to have such an
outstanding organization available to help us recover
from injury, surgery and illness. Please use our local
provider whenever possible so that this service
remains local.  The staff can be reached 7 days a
week at 413-698-3303 or toll free at 866-698-3303. 

**********LOCAL YOKEL CLASSIFIEDS*********

LOVE CANDLES AND DECORATING? NEED
EXTRA MONEY?
Looking to expand consultants in this area.
Represent exclusive candle and home 
accessories line. Established direct selling 
company. Experience unlimited income. No
start-up cost what so ever. Work part time or 
full time around your own schedule. This is an
awesome opportunity so give me a call to find
out more. (413) 232-7758

…if you want CHA care
that it is critical to tell the 
hospital at the time of dis-
charge that this is what you
want. You must specifically
ask for CHA – and be very
persistent.

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION
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At ceremonies held on
January 21, three West
Stockbridge students
(Village School class of
1999) were among a
select group of
Monument Mountain
High School students
inducted into the
National Honor Society.
Chosen for community
service, leadership,
scholarship and character
were (left to right)
Carolyn Webber, Matt
Kotleski and Riley
Baldwin. Congratulations
to all.

Photo courtesy of 
Pat Webber
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(continued from page 1)

Town a clean building long into the future. As
asbestos removal and other work will also be done in
the police station, a temporary trailer has been
brought to the site and the police department will be
moved there for probably the duration of the project.  

A pre-construction meeting was held on January
15, 2007 and work is planned to begin in earnest on
January 22, 2007. The first item of business will be
the continued demolition of existing ceilings and
some walls. Whiteway Construction of
Southampton, MA, is the General Contractor, and is
mobilizing quickly so as to complete this project in
the estimated eight months the contract allows. More
than 20 representatives from the General Contractor
and all the sub-contractors were present at the pre-
construction meeting, as well as EDM (the archi-
tect), CMS (the project manager), Bob Furlano (our
clerk of the works), and the Board of Selectmen. 

Everyone is anxious to get started and we
believe the project is off to a good start. We are con-
fident that very few obstacles lay ahead. There are
always the “unknown” challenges to deal with, but
as we complete the demolition of the ceilings and
walls there are fewer and fewer places for these
issues to hide. You will see much activity around the
old Village School for the next few months. We

would like to remind you that the school is now off-
limits for the duration of the project, and under the
control of the General Contractor. Caution should be
used if entering the property to visit the police
department as construction equipment and vehicles
will be working steadily. 

For your information, the following is a list of
the major sub-contractors on this project:

Collins Electrical, Pittsfield, MA (Electrical)

Adams Plumbing, Adams, MA (Plumbing)

J.R. Lahey Plumbing and Heating, Pittsfield, MA
(HVAC)

Allied Fire Protection, Springfield, MA
(Sprinklers)

Berger Painting, Holyoke, MA (Interior painting)

Berkshire Carpet, North Adams, MA (Ceramic
Tile, Carpet, Resilient Flooring)

Cantarella and Sons, Pittsfield, MA (Masonry)

Again, we look forward to a very successful
building project and we will keep you informed with
regular progress reports and photographs.

Asbestos removal and demolition are
underway as the old Village School is
converted into Town offices and Library.

Photos: Tina Skorput Cooper



9

To My Dearest,

I know that I have a 
hundred words, but it still
couldn’t possibly describe
my feelings for you.

Grandma Grandma,

Thank you for the treats
and the new squeakys
and letting us run around
in the snows even when
Karen doesn’t want us to.

Your Little Valentines,
Sammy & Pan

Arlene,

Thank you my Love…..
for making my life
meaningful and OH so
interesting! Thank you
for giving me your love
and support. Thank you
for loving me. Forever
yours, Bill

Jane,

You have been my Valentine for 30
years, a wife and mother who is
talented in so many ways: Interior
Designer, Sculptor, Painter,

Gardener, Fashion Coordinator, Card Player,
Chef, Investor, Computer Scientist, Radiologic
Technologist and High Performance Driver.
Wishing you the Best Valentine Day ever! With
Love Your T.H.B.M.L.B.

KC,

On this Valentine’s Day, I 
want you to have happiness
and love. I hope that someday
you will see that love and 
friendship has always been
right in front of you and you
will give it a chance.  

To My Lovely Lisa,

You light up my life every day!
Thanks for your patience and
support, and for being the best
momma for our little guy.
Happy Valentine’s Day – your
favorite Yokel (I hope), J.

Dear Cupid:

Send me someone.

Signed,
Ready

Danny,

Maybe I never told you 
this, but I love you with all
my heart, and thanks for
cheering on my Sondheim
dreams.

K

Local Yokel Valentines
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA, 01266. Deadline is the second Friday of each month prior to the month of publication. Editors: Tina Skorput
Cooper, 413-232-4354, wstnclerk@msn.com; John Parker, 413-232-4123, jandlparker49@verizon.net; Vicki
Grayson, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Design: Rusch Studio Inc.

The West Stockbridge Conservation Commission
was busier than ever in 2006. Twice monthly meetings
were the rule with site visits during daylight hours as
needed. A couple of proposals kept us occupied the
whole year while many others were resolved in one
sitting. 

For complicated projects we call upon a very
accomplished conservation agent whose services are
paid for by the applicant. This agent has graduate level
education and a good deal of experience in matters of
wetlands protection. She guides us through hearings
and reviews applications that have been prepared by
professional engineers. After the December meeting
we took the rest of the year off.

The West Stockbridge Scenic Mountains Act is
being reviewed by the Commissioner of the
Department of Conservation and Recreation. After 
formal approval the provisions of the Act will become
effective. The Conservation Commission will review
activities that fall under the scope of the Act.

Ed Desaulniers has retired from the Conservation
Commission. He served as chairman for more years
than anyone can remember, probably since the
Commission was established. We appreciate all the
years of guidance from Ed and will try to maintain his

high standards of attendance and volunteerism. Jon
Piasecki was appointed to the Conservation
Commission as a full Member. Jon was a member of
the Great Barrington Commission and is well qualified
to serve. Lori Rose was appointed Associate Member
of the Conservation Commission. As an Associate she
will perform all the functions and duties of a member
with the exception of voting. If a vacancy occurs an
Associate has the experience to become a full member.
We have never had an Associate before and we are
thankful for her time and interest.

I would like to thank all the members of the
Commission for volunteering their time to benefit the
whole town. Often members must step aside in order
to avoid conflicts of interest. This is unavoidable in a
small town. Sometimes citizens of the town think that
the Commission has great power and authority with
respect to the environment. Our jurisdiction is actually
quite limited and our function is to review and regulate
rather than to right all wrongs past, present and future. 

As we continue into 2007 looking out for the 
well-being of our community and its people, we look
forward to seeing and hearing from you. Open meetings
are a good way to listen, learn and participate in your
local government. You have the right to be heard!

News From Your Conservation Commission
By John Masiero, Co-Chair, Conservation Commission

Many cable viewers already know the reason why
Channel 2 has shown the same DVD repeatedly is
because we only had a single disc DVD player.  We
now have acquired a multi DVD disc changer that
will enable more diversified daily programming.
Regular programs will continue to feature MMTV,
which changes every week, and School Committee
meetings, which occur twice a month. We are adding
a Town Bulletin Board with pertinent official town
information and station ID. We will begin showing
“Journey Through Your MA Constitution,” produced

by the MA Citizens for Constitutional Reform
(MACCR). There are 16 shows to get through the
constitution, 3 recaps and more to come. We will also
include a variety of other shows as they become available. 

WSCTV will strive to be as current as possible in
its programming, which will be updated and rotated
every Wednesday. We always welcome ideas and
thoughts about programming and any programming
you may have that you would like to suggest. You can
contact us at: WS Cable Commission, 9 Main Street,
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

WSCTV Channel 2 Gets New Equipment
By The West Stockbridge Cable Commission
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News from 
the West

Stockbridge
Public Library
By Leslie Meltzer,

Director

Again a heart-felt thank you to all our donors.
The total of $6,235 will be matched by the state, and
applied towards new computers and new children’s
furniture. Our new, improved library is going to be
fabulous!

We are continuing to weed the collection and
will be starting an inventory of our holdings. If 
you would like to volunteer or just have some 
suggestions for the new library let us know. We’d
love to have your assistance.

Recent Acquisitions:

Adult Fiction:
Hoffman - Skylight Confessions
Koontz - Brother Odd
Hamilton - Mistral’s Kiss
Littell - Vicious Circle
DeMille - Wild Fire
Powers - The Echo Maker
Gregory - The Boleyn Inheritance

Adult Non-fiction:
Jung Chang - Mao
Faser - Marie Antoinette
Sudjic -The Edifice Complex
Hurley - Natural Causes
Goleman - Social Intelligence

Young Adult Fiction:
Levine - Fairest
Nimmo - Midnight for Charlie Bone
Smith - Bone Volume 2: The Great Cow Race
Enthoven - The Black Tattoo

Young Adult Non-fiction:
Hantman - I Wanna Make My Own Clothes
DenHartog - Sew What! Skirts: 15 Simple 
Styles You Can Make With Fabulous Fabrics

If you have a suggestion for a book, let us know.
Happy reading!

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org
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Cabin Fever Dinner Dance
The West Stockbridge Fire, Rescue and

Support Services are holding their Annual Cabin
Fever Dinner Dance at the Stockbridge
Sportsmen’s Club on Saturday, February 10, 2007.
Doors will open at 6:00pm with dinner at 6:30pm
and dancing to the sounds of Audio Sounds DJ
Service beginning at 8:30pm. Tickets are $25.00
per person and can be purchased through Fire
Chief Peter Skorput at 232-7853.

Burning Permits
Burning season in Massachusetts began on

January 15. Residents of West Stockbridge can
burn brush from January 15 through the end of
April, weather permitting. If you want to burn,
you must obtain a burn permit from one of the
following stores: Public Market, Williams River
Country Store or Baldwin’s Hardware. There is a
$1.00 charge for a burn permit and the permit is
only good for the date of issue. 

Hours of burning are 10:00am to 4:00pm. No
one will be issued a burn permit by telephone. If
you have any questions about the procedure or
have concerns about someone burning, please
speak to the Fire Chief directly at 232-7853.

Dog Licenses
2007 Dog Licenses are available at the Town

Clerk’s Office on February 1, 2007. All dogs must

be licensed by April 1, 2007. The fee for licensing
is as follows:

Male/Female $12.00

Spayed/Neuter $ 6.00  

Please remember you must have a current
rabies certificate before you can license your
dog(s). Reminders for licensing will go out to all
2006 dog owners at the beginning of February. As
always, if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Town Clerk at 232-0300 or
wstnclerk@msn.com.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
On Sunday, February 11, the Stockbridge

Grange will hold a Roast Pork Family Style
Dinner in the Hall of the Stockbridge Grange on
Church Street in Stockbridge. The dinner will be
held from 1:00pm to 2:00pm. Cost is $9.00 for
adults and $4.50 for children under 12 years of
age. Take-out is available by calling 298-3185.

Computer Literacy Class
A Computer Literacy class for beginners will

be starting on Thursday mornings in February
from 10:00am to 11:00am at the Library on Main
Street. Please call the Library Director for more
information and to sign up at 413-232-0308.

Community News & Events

tokonoma gallery

5 Center  Stree t ,  West  Stockbr idge ,  MA 01266
Robin  Schmit t    413.232.8505

f ine  ar t & craf t
c u s t o m  f r a m i n g

Need more room for your 
winter-time guests? 

Book one of our Suites for your visitors and 
get a special Local Resident’s Discount!

Visit www.shakermillinn for details.

413-232-4600
www.shakermillinn.com

Deluxe Suites at Moderate Prices…In the heart of West Stockbridge!

TV/DVD/VCR • Free Internet Access • Full Kitchen • Private Deck
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

January Donors:

Judith and Ralph Wehrenberg

Dominick and Michelle Luchi

Gary Schieneman and Susan Fisher

Donna Fallon

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on page 15.)

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

“Dear Santa” Gift Appeal
In our December 2006 issue, the Local Yokel

included an appeal for donations to the West
Stockbridge Fire and Police Departments, the Town
Library and (of course!) the Local Yokel. The result
was a total of over $3,000 raised for these worthy
causes. We thank all those who gave so generously.
Here are the results:

Fire Department $1,120
Police Department $790
Library $775
Local Yokel $350

Total $3,035!Wow! 
Thanks to everyone 

who contributed!

Tree & Brush Removal
Plowing & Sanding

Caretaking, Firewood $200/Cord
Professsional, Reliable and Fully Insured

Jim Hallock & Jenni Roy Hallock
P.O. Box 364 West Stockbridge

413-329-2332 / 232-4322
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2 boneless,skinless chicken breast halves,
thin sliced or pounded

1/2 cup flour

1/4 tsp. each salt and coarsely 
ground pepper

2 tblsp. olive oil

2 tblsp. butter

1 garlic clove

1 shallot, finely chopped

1/2 cup dry white wine such as
Chardonnay

2 tsp. small capers plus some juice

2 plum tomatoes, (diced or canned this
time of year)

2 tsp.fresh oregano

Cut chicken the way you like it or leave as is.

Combine flour, salt and black pepper in a bowl
or zip-lock bag and dredge chicken lightly, shaking
off excess. Heat oil and butter in a large skillet over
medium-high heat until hot. Place chicken in the
skillet and saute about 6-10 minutes or until golden
and cooked through, turning once or twice. Remove
chicken, cover and keep warm.

Add garlic and shallot to skillet; cook one
minute or until tender. Remove skillet from heat;
add wine. Stir to loosen browned bits from the 
bottom. Return to heat; simmer 1 minute or so. 
Add capers, caper juice, and tomatoes; stir until
heated through. Remove skillet from heat; stir in a
little more butter (1-2 tblsp.) and 1 tsp. of the
oregano. Return chicken to the pan and coat well
with the sauce. Sprinkle with the remaining oregano
if desired.

Serve with a hearty rice and salad, and finish the
chardonnay you needed to open to make this recipe!

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

February 02 Bernie Fallon

February 02 Liz DiGrigoli

February 04 Tina Skorput Cooper

February 07 Vasco Zanconato

February 13 Peter Skorput

February 14 Donna Piretti

February 22 Gabriella Thierling

February 28 Isabella DiGrigoli

February
Birthdays

Send your favorite recipes to: Lynn Ryan,
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Bill says it would 
help him a great deal
if residents would cut up
cardboard into pieces no larger than 3´ square
so they will fit into the compactor without 
having to be pushed and prodded.

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

West Stockbridge 
Compactor
Station
Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

CHICKEN MEDALLIONS WITH CAPERS AND TOMATOES
(This quick-cooking dish features a rich and flavorful pan sauce)
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319   bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission 232-0300

Fire Department 232-4490   (non-emergency) Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500   (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300   wstnclerk@msn.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Mon.–Fri. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

www.weststockbridgetown.com

Please Support The Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $15.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise).
(The Local Yokel will continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.)

M YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

M YES! I want to show the world
I’m a Local Yokel. Send me a Local
Yokel Bumper Sticker for just $3.00

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

M I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

M Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

M I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

!

Donate $25 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker FREE!



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA
01266

February 2007 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

February 1
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

Board of Health Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

February 5 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

February 8 TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE CLOSED

February 10 Cabin Fever Dinner Dance 6:30pm Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club

February 11 Roast Pork Dinner 1:00pm - 2:00pm Stockbridge Grange

February 12
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

February 14 HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

February 15 Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Fire Station

February 19 PRESIDENT’S DAY – TOWN OFFICES CLOSED

February 19-23 BHRSD WINTER VACATION

February 26
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Library

February 28 Finance Committee Meeting 7:30pm Library

FEBRUARY 2007
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from
the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

 


