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Beautification Strikes Again!
By Sandra Hotchkiss

2006 will be the 4th year West Stockbridge has been decorated in flowers
by West Stockbridge Beautification.

It started out innocently enough...a few friends, a little money, a lot of
sweat and a huge commitment to watering. None of this would have been
possible without:

Town Approves Village School Conversion
By John J. Parker

Townspeople gathered on May 1 to continue that venerable New England 
tradition of self-government: the Annual Town Meeting. Led by Moderator
Gene Dellea (himself a local institution having served continuously in this role
since 1965), the 96 voters present (from
a total of 999 registered voters) heard,
discussed and voted on 39 articles. 

The two most significant articles –
one authorizing the Town to borrow $2.6 million to convert the Village
School to Town Offices and Library and the other appropriating $107,250 to
pay debt service for the conversion – were deferred until the end of the 
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(continued on page 12)

(continued on page 3)

Welcome Second Home Owners!
By Karen Rusch

About 2 years ago I made the big change from being a West
Stockbridge second home owner to being a bona fide West Stockbridge
full-time resident. One thing I love about living here is the sense of 
community. And also the impressive amount of work people do to keep the
town running. In a big city like New York I never thought twice about how
the ambulance squad was staffed, or what it took to keep the Library open.
Here, those issues can be constant challenges, as they are in many small
towns across the country. Events put on at Central Park just magically
appeared, courtesy of some big, faceless corporate sponsor. Here, 
a fun, homegrown event like the Zucchini 
Festival is the result of hours and hours of 
planning, generous donations by local 

(continued on page 13)
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Voters Turn Out for Annual Town Election
By John J. Parker

With five contested races and four uncontested,
46% of registered voters turned out for the annual
Town Election on May 8. Moderator Eugene Dellea
was re-elected with 89% of votes cast. Challenger
Tina Skorput Cooper defeated incumbent Selectman
Elisabeth Digrigoli by a vote of 289 to 165. Assessor
Irene Skorput was returned for a three year term
with 74% of the vote, and Jennifer Wilton held off a
late challenge by Dominick Luchi to win a two year
term as assessor. 

Gary Schieneman easily retained his spot on the
Finance Committee, while William B. Kie edged out
Julia Krahm by one vote. Mitchell Greenwald won a

5 year term on the Planning Board and Ellen Greer a
three-year term on the Board of Health with 77%
and 78% of votes cast, respectively. Holly Hamilton
and Peter Skorput both secured places on the
Cemetery Commission, and Nancy Kearns defeated
challenger Marshall Fisher for a seat as Library
Trustee. 

We at the Local Yokel join our fellow citizens in
warmly thanking all these public-minded individuals
for their efforts and service to our Town. West
Stockbridge is what it is because you care enough to
serve. Thank you!

Moderator; 1 Yr. term Total Votes

Eugene Dellea 410

Blanks 51

Selectmen; 3 Yr. Term

Elizabeth DiGrigoli 165

Tina Skorput Cooper 289

Blanks 7

Assessors; 3 Yr. Term

Irene Skorput 340

Blanks 121

Assessors; 2 Yr. Term

Jennifer Wilton 281

Dominick Luchi 116

Blanks 64

Finance Committee; 3 Yr.
Term; Vote for 2

Gary Schieneman 288

William B. Kie 204

Julia Krahm 203

Blanks 227

Planning Board; 5 Yr. Term

Mitchell Greenwald 356

Blanks 105

Board of Health; 3 Yr. Term

Ellen Greer 361

Blanks 100

Cemetery Commission; 3 Yr.
Term; Vote for 2

Holly Hamilton 365

Peter Skorput 2

William Kie 1

Jeff Hamilton 1

Steve Pshenishny 1

Blanks 552

Library Trustee; 3 Yr. term

Nancy Kearns 278

Marshall Fisher 145

Blanks 38

2006 Election Results



3

1. Your donations

2. The Merchants’ support and gracious donations

3. My husband Joel, who no matter what else
was going on, was always by my side handling 
whatever needed to be done – especially
watering! 

4. My friends who donated their time and 
energy: Lisa Parker, Peter and Sarah Thorne,
Curt Wilton; and new volunteers to the list in
2006, Nancy and Allen (Bloomin Idiots), who
are working on the islands at Routes 41 and
102 and West Center Road, just to make our
town look beautiful.

For four years now the town has looked great!
The accolades received have made this form of 
community involvement well worth the effort. This
year because of truck damage to some planters, plus
wear and tear on the hayracks and brackets, these
items need to be replaced. We need more money for
flowers and plants. As most of you know this has
only been possible because of private donations.

To date we plant and service:

• Twelve hayracks on the three bridges( this year
we will consolidate these on two bridges
because of construction on the Dam Bridge).

• One hayrack on the town bathroom and two
barrels as well.

• Fifteen 24” hanging baskets, which will be
concentrated on Main Street this year.

• One barrel at the new Town Hall.

• Four Barrels on the islands into and out of
town.

• The Tourist Information Booth will need some
sprucing up as well this year.

So, please donate today. Let’s keep our town on a
beautiful upswing! Send donations to: WSB, P.O.
Box 373, West Stockbridge, MA 01266. Thank you.

(Beautification Strikes Again, continued from page 1)

FULL AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE

PROPANE CYLINDERS 
REFILLED

413 232-4295 Victor
413 232-4296 John

Albany Road, West Stockbridge

Just some of the 
beautiful plantings by 
West Stockbridge
Beautification last year.

All photos by 
Larisa Hotchkiss
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To Be Or Not To Be…Local
By Stefanie Weber

Interviewing John Forsberg (the “Grease Geek”
profiled in the January 2006 Local Yokel), piqued
my interest in what it means to be a “local” in this
town, described by part-time resident Debbie
Bogosian as, “less touched by the evils of the
world.” I went to a dictionary and found a definition
of local as somebody who lives in a particular area,
was born there, or has lived there for a long time.
But what exactly is a long time? It seemed to me
that something was missing – an understanding of
ourselves and each other in the community.

Talking to people around town, I got a vast array
of answers. At the Public Market, clerk Jodie Erwin
of Austerlitz said that “around these parts, they con-
sider you local if you were born and raised here.”
Evie Kerswell told me that being local means,

“Enjoying the area.” A customer
named John said, “Well, you
have to be here, live here.”
According to Dorothy Elsberg,
knowing that people are willing
to help each other defines what
is local and what is special about
our community. 

At the Post Office, Gordie
Soule described his experience
coming to town over 20 years ago and concluded
that being local is “to be accepted.” (While we were
talking, someone asked me, “Are you local?” That’s
what I’m trying to figure out,” I answered.) Peter
Anderson responded that it takes “five or six 
generations” to be considered local. Someone else
noted that, years ago, you “weren’t considered local

unless you were Italian.” A woman I met observed
that being local “has to do with being similar to 
others and comfortable in those similarities,” adding
that, for some, “diversity increases discomfort.” 

Residents Ming Lash and Caroline Weisberger
both agreed that “buying local” is an important
aspect of being local. Ming added, “I like knowing
people in my town,” while to Caroline, “It means
neighbors, friends, small groups within a community
sharing.” At The Floor Store, Joe Roy introduced me
to his children, Jenni and Joe, who also work there,
and told me that being local means “family – every-
body knows everybody here.” Jenni said being local
is knowing that “when I’m late picking up my
daughter off the school bus at the hardware store,
somebody will bring her here.” 

To be local seems to suggest some sort of 
ranking, a status similar to attaining tenure at a job.
Being considered “local” by the “locals” (whoever
they are) is somehow being worthy of respect. It
reminds me of my own experience as a proud native
of Pittsfield. I considered myself a local there, not

even knowing what that
meant but feeling that it
gave me some sort of right
to be there – more so than
new folks coming in.
Feeling uncomfortable
with my own reactions, I
reminded myself that as
Americans most of our
ancestors are from 
somewhere else. It is our
natural tendency to be
protective of our home
turf, but I wonder if it is
really necessary to create
definitions that cause 
separations among us. 

George Malon, who
has lived here just over 3 1/2 years, responded most
ardently. He believes that to be local is to love West
Stockbridge, declaring, “West Stockbridge is where
my heart is.” I think that is reason enough, but what
do I know? I’m not local – or am I?

George Malon (above left), and Dorothy Elsberg
(above) ponder the meaning of being “Local”

Photos by Stefanie Weber
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Wines:
Pepperwood
Grove
750ml
All Types
$6.99

Papio
1.75 LT
$8.99
2 for $15.99

Liquor:
Svedka
1.75 LT
$19.99

Jack Daniels
1.75 LT
$36.99

Beer:
Saranac
12 pk bottle
$11.99 + dep

Newcastle
12 pk bottle
$12.99 + dep

Second Homeowners:

Welcome Back to the
Beautiful Berkshires!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good June 1-30

�Mill Pond Aquatic Weed Removal
Delayed

By Mark Webber

The aquatic weed removal program planned at
Mill Pond has been delayed for another season. The
Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program
(NHESP), an agency under the State Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), informed the Town
that their maps show that an endangered weed may

exist somewhere on the shoreline of Mill Pond.
Apparently Frie’s Pondweed (Potamogeton friesii)
has protective status in Massachusetts. 

Accordingly, a NHESP-approved botanist must
be hired by the Town to do a survey of the pond to
identify the existence or non-existence of the endangered
weed. If the weed is discovered, a protection plan has
to be drawn up and approved by NHESP before the
nuisance weeds can be treated in the pond. Unfortunately,
the protected weed can only be identified by its
flower, which appears during August. So, the botanist
must do his survey in mid-summer and report his
findings to the NHESP. An approved botanist has
been retained. The planned treatment of the pond
weeds can only be done in the springtime for optimal
effectiveness.

Lycott Environmental, the firm hired to remove
the Mill Pond weeds, is confident that this hurdle can
be overcome and anticipates that the removal program
will take place next April. Lycott has extensive experience
in treating aquatic weeds throughout the state including
Cheshire Lake and Goose Pond in Lee. Cleaning up
Mill Pond has been talked about for a long time and
many are exasperated by the delay. We can only ask
that you hold on for one more summer.

Mill Pond may be home to rare plant.

Photo by Joe Roy



6

New Life for Tourist Info Booth
By Lisa Bouchard

A group of town merchants and residents is joining together to help remake the old town Info Booth into
a centerpiece for tourists and newcomers to the area. They are forming a non-profit organization to manage
the booth, earning funds for its care and maintenance by charging a fee to those who display their marketing
materials there. 

“The Info Booth is the first impression people get of our town when they drive through from the west,
and we want it to be both attractive and invite visitors to stop in,” says Tina Skorput Cooper, Selectman. “Our
objective is to get them to spend some time in West Stockbridge before they head to other attractions.”

A Board has been formed to direct these efforts: Tina Skorput Cooper, new Selectman; Jo Ann Losinger,
marketing consultant; Jackie Moffatt of Baldwin’s Extracts; Sandra Hotchkiss of Hotchkiss Mobiles; Lynn
Ryan of Parks & Recreation; and Lisa Bouchard of Cohen and White. Lori Bashour of the Shaker Mill Inn
(where the Booth resides) will continue to provide water for plants at the Booth and a source for electricity.
Marge Powell will oversee
sales of display space in
the Booth.  

Of key importance to
this venture is that the
booth be manned by helpful
volunteers during the 
summer months and into
foliage season. A proposed
operations schedule is that
the Booth be manned from
the hours of 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. If you would like to
work in the Booth this 
season, or would like to
volunteer to help in other
ways, please call Lisa at
(413) 329-1162. 

Tell visitors how 
great our Town is…

volunteer at 
the Information 

Booth this 
summer!

Photo by J. Parker
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COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

We are pleased to announce that Card Pond will
officially open on Saturday, June 24th. The lifeguard
will be on duty Tuesday through Friday from 11:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday from
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. On Mondays there is no 
lifeguard on duty, but the Pond is open.

Please be courteous to your neighbors, clean up
after yourself, and follow the directions of the Pond
manager and lifeguard. No pets are allowed beyond
the parking lot of the Pond by order of the Board of
Health. Feel free to use the barbecues and enjoy the
playground and, of course, a swim in the pond.
Please do not leave young children unattended, and
be sure to lock your car to safeguard your valuables.

We are all looking forward to another season at
the Pond.

Card Pond Opening This Month
By Bob Powell, Parks & Recreation Committee

Town recreation area opens officially June 24.

Photo by J. Parker
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Why that date? Last year we 
discovered that the second Saturday in
August works best for the zucchini.
Any earlier and they may not reach
their maximum weight; any later and
they can begin to rot in the field. So,
as you are making summer plans this
year or any year, you can count on
this weekend.

What is The Zucchini Festival?  
It’s hard to imagine that anyone

who has been near West Stockbridge
in the last year doesn’t know about the
Zucchini Festival, but for any new
arrivals, a brief history: talk circulated
around town for several years among
an energetic few who imagined a
local town festival unique to our 
community. Not for us the overly-
celebrated fruits and vegetables such
as the apple or pumpkin – too obvious
for our iconoclastic group. Likewise a
simple “Spring” or “Autumn” festival
did not highlight our old-fashioned,
New England, practical, no-nonsense
personalities.

The Zucchini, that late summer non-stop vegetable
that can be served fresh or fried, in desserts, soups and
salads, and in a pinch can be used to replace baseball
bats, was chosen as the guest of honor at West
Stockbridge’s annual festival. The first Zucchini Festival
was held in 2004 and was amazingly successful in spite
of it being the coldest, wettest day in August history!
Last year we added new activities, ironed-out out a few
of the wrinkles and by all measures the event was a
huge success.  This year we hope to further improve our
all-day festival with additional activities.

Volunteers Needed 

A thousand thank-you’s to all of you who 
volunteered last year. Everything was easier and
smoother than the previous year because we had about
twice as many volunteers. Rumor has it that several
members of the committee were even able to sleep 
for a few hours that week! 

Please, if you volunteered last
year, let us benefit from your expertise
and give us at least a couple of hours
this year. If you attended the festival
and thought, “Wow, this is so great!”
but didn’t get to volunteer, now is your
chance! Also, teens we would love to
have you involved. We would be happy
to complete any necessary forms to
document your volunteer hours to
meet college or other civic involvement.
Please fill out the volunteer form in
this issue of the Local Yokel or contact
Julia Krahm at 232-7103 or
krahm@hotmail.com. 

Please mark your calendars for
volunteer WORK DAYS scheduled on
the following weekends:  

Saturday, July 29th, 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday, August 5th, 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Meet at the Village School unless
contacted otherwise. We will be 
working on mailings, decorations,

painting or other booth repair/construction, assigning
poster deliveries and any other last-minute things.

Donation$ Needed 

Have you hosted a simple children’s birthday party
and been amazed at the cost? Imagine that expense
times a lot and that’s what it takes to put on the Zucchini
Festival! We received donations from wonderful individuals
and businesses in town as well as some funding through
the Cultural Council. Eventually we hope to actually
make money so that the Cultural Council can sponsor
additional activities throughout the year to benefit our
town. We are proud to say that many local civic 
organizations or businesses were able to make money
during the festival through food sales or booth creation.
In that way we already believe the Zucchini Festival has
a year-round impact.

If you don’t have the time to volunteer (or even if
you do volunteer), can you write us a check? ALL
DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE! Please 
complete the donation form enclosed with this issue.

The 2006 Zucchini Festival is Saturday August 12th!
By Julia Krahm

Zina Green discusses the inner
workings of a zucchini with 

Laura and Tricia Skorput at the
2005 festival.

Photo by Wynn Murrell
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Calling All Crafters and Artisans!

Remember the last time you were at a craft fair, 
and thought, “I could do that!”? Well…here’s your
opportunity! We plan to expand the art and craft options
and have set aside a large parking lot for booths.
Because we want to retain a local flavor at this festival,
we are limiting applications to only West Stockbridge,
Alford, and Richmond residents. (Alford and Richmond
being such close “cousins” to West Stockbridge, we’re
giving them honorary town membership for the day!) 

We know you seamstresses, quilters, jewelers, 
potters, painters, photographers, weavers, wood-workers,
cartoonists and sculptors are out there! Or, what about
your children? Do they have a creative pastime? Give it
a try! Please complete the enclosed application.

Town Organization

If your group or organization would like to participate
in the Food Court, operate a booth, or you have another
suggestion on how you can participate and hopefully
make money, contact Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 or
artifact@bcn.net.

Local Talent/Street Performers

We would love to contribute to the festival atmosphere
with jugglers, musicians, clowns, magicians, unicyclists
– you name it.  If you have a street performance and
want to be involved, we would love to have you! There
are several options for how you can participate. You can
volunteer your time, whether for one hour or all day.
You get to show your stuff and win our undying gratitude
(or credit for volunteer hours). You can also “put out a
hat” and accept donations at the festival or, depending
upon our budget, we could probably manage a free 
T-shirt! Please contact Marjorie Powell at 232-0222 or
artifact@bcn.net.  

Gardeners: Get Your Zucchinis Planted!

Once again we will be awarding prizes for the 
heaviest, prettiest, and strangest zucchini! We also will
be accepting donations of extra zucchini to be catapulted,
raced, tossed or Velcroed!

Stay tuned for additional Zucchini Festival 
information in future Local Yokel articles!

Perhaps it would be a good idea,
fantastic as it sounds, to muffle
every telephone,
stop every motor and computer, 
halting all activity for an hour
some day 
to give people a chance to ponder
for a few minutes 
on what it is all about,
why they are living, 
and what they REALLY want 
from life.”

- James Truslow Adams

Quote submitted by Lynn Ryan

“
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Earth Day Clean-Up
By Stefanie Weber

According to organizer Peter Thorne, approximately
35 West Stockbridge town residents gathered on
Saturday, April 29 to continue a twenty-year tradition
of cleaning the town of trash. 

Garbage was collected from alongside roads like
Swamp Road, Route 41, Baker Street and Pond, and
eventually brought to
the compactor station. 

The volunteers
gathered trash and 
dotted the sides of the
streets wearing glowing
vests and filling bright
yellow garbage bags
provided by the state at
the request of police
officer Simonelli. Peter
mentioned regretfully

that, within all the usual garbage, there were “no buried
treasures” this year. He did note that April’s clean-up left
participants in a hopeful state because “the world was
tidier this year.” 

Less garbage to pick up, a clear sky, warm sunshine,
and a crew of enthusiastic folks makes for a great

way to spend the day.
If you are considering
getting involved next
year, Peter thinks you
should know that “this
is an extremely satis-
fying thing to do. It is
easy to show up, is
very rewarding and
you get a lot more
out of it than you 
put in.”

Everyday
Milk Prices

From Byrne Dairy

Gallon $3.49
Half Gallons $1.99
Quart $1.19
Pint $1.09

Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce
Full Service Deli

Daily Lunches
Daily Dinners

Coffee & Donuts

Beer, Wine & Liquor

�

$2.00 
OFF

Rotisserie 
Chicken
Call or stop in!

Buy locally at
8 Main Street in

West Stockbridge, MA
(413) 232- 8595

Buy 8 Gallons
Get One FREE

from Byrne Dairy!

Start the BBQ!!
The best Steaks!

The best Hamburger!

The best Pork!

The best Chicken!

And…

Homemade Sweet Italian Sausage!

Tina Bardwell and Judith
Rosenberger pick up supplies

for Earth Day trash pickup.

Photo by J. Parker

Highway Dept. truck 
hauls away some of the refuse

collected by volunteers.

Photo by Curt Wilton

Good through June 30, 2006.
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Be Sure to Enter the Local Yokel 

Cover Art Contest!

Theme: West Stockbridge on the 
4th of July

What it is: Create a photo, collage or
artwork that conveys the fun and
excitement of West Stockbridge
on the 4th of July! There must
be some recognizable feature of
the Town in your entry.

Who can enter: All children ages 2-18.

What you can enter: Paintings, drawings, photos,
collages and computer art.

What size artwork to submit: 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller.

If you want to submit your entry on a CD or DVD:
PDF, GIF or JPEG formats will be accepted on disc.

What you can win: 
Grand Prize: $50 and your artwork on the

cover of the July Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 2-6: $10 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 7-12: $25 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 13-18: $35 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

Cash prizes donated by Rusch Studio Inc. Direct Marketing and Design

Local Yokel Cover Art Contest 
Official Entry Form

Attach this form (copies are OK) to entry and drop off at
The Floor Store, 12 Main Street, Tues.-Fri.9-4; Sat. 9-12.
Must be 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller. PDF, GIF or JPEG files also
accepted on CD or DVD. One submission per person.
All imagery must be original – please do not use cartoon
characters or other copyrighted content in your submission.
All submissions become property of The Local Yokel and
will not be returned. Decision of the judges is final.

Submissions due June 10, 2006!
For questions, e-mail karenrusch@verizon.net 

or call 274-6800.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Age:

LAST 
CHANCE!!

Deadline is
June 10!

Highway, Bridge and 
Road Work Updates

By Curt Wilton, Highway Superintendent

After speaking with a Representative from
Massachusetts Highway District One Office in Lenox,
we can be assured of the bridge replacement over Mill
Pond this season, even though a Notice to Proceed
Order has yet to be issued on the project. The contract
was awarded to J. H. Maxmillian on April 26, and a
construction conference will be held in mid to late June
between the Town of West Stockbridge, the contractor
and the Massachusetts Highway Department.

At the Annual Town Meeting in May, voters
passed Article 29 which asked voters to transfer
$6,000 from free cash to fund initial engineering costs
for the possibility of Downtown sidewalk and street
reconstruction. This is a very early phase of a lengthy
process to be considered for a million dollar state grant
funded under the SAFE TEA-LU Program. Phase #1 
is the first document required to be filed, called the
Project Need Form (PNF). More information about 
this project will come in future months.

Residents who live in the Iron Ore/Iron Mine
neighborhood will be seeing some major road
upgrades this summer. Back in May 1987, an article
sent in by petition was passed to accept and maintain
the Iron Ore/Iron Mine Subdivision. This subdivision,
in my eyes, should not have been accepted due to the
roadway not being up to standards. The roadway
should have been hard-surfaced, as promised by the
developer. Almost 20 years later, with the help of the
Silvermine Development Subdivision project, we can
now afford to hard surface this neighborhood. This
will be a huge savings to the Town, cutting costs for
maintenance and stone and gravel expenses. Schedule
permitting, work should take place mid to late June. 
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Fresh and Company

Amy Cotler, a culinary professional for 20 years and the former
director of Berkshire Grown, an advocacy organization for small
farms, will be teaching intensive gourmet cooking classes on West
Center Road with a focus on international dishes and using fresh
local foods. Fresh and Company offers a wide variety of culinary
services, including consulting on “Farm to Table” and “Farm to
School” issues.  

Amy recently teamed up with Debbie Phillips from Great
Barrington, a nutritionist for 30 years, to offer Integrated Culinary
Coaching. Integrated Culinary Coaching gives clients the support
and skills necessary to incorporate a delicious, healthy diet into a
balanced lifestyle. For information about Fresh & Company, or a
free Integrated Culinary Coaching consultation, contact Amy at
232-7174 or amy@freshcotler.com.

New Business Opening:

meeting. Following a presentation on the Village
School conversion by Selectman Michael Kirchner
and a lively discussion, both measures passed handily.
The key vote on borrowing the $2.6 million passed
with the required 2/3 majority, 68 to 13.

In other actions, voters approved articles setting
the salaries of Town officers and departmental budgets
including $335,760 for General Government,

$206,104 for Protection of Persons and Property,
$427,373 for Public Works and Facilities, $44,005
for Human Services, and $28,260 for Culture and
Recreation.

The Town voted to establish an Agricultural
Commission to support commercial agriculture,
forestry and other farming activities in West
Stockbridge. Members will be appointed by the
Selectmen, and the Commission will make an 
annual report at the Town Meeting. Voters approved
borrowing $140,000 to purchase a new Highway
truck to replace the 1969 Mack dump truck, and to
transfer $75,000 from free cash to the Fire Truck
Trust Fund to replace the 1974 Sanford pumper.

Voters also approved expenditure of $6,000 to
fund initial engineering for the reconstruction of
Main Street and sidewalks. Highway Superintendent
Curt Wilton explained this was a necessary first step
to applying for a million dollar State grant for the
project. Funds were also appropriated for an official
Town of West Stockbridge web site, for archival
services to preserve Town records, and for Parks &
Recreation capital improvements.

(School Conversion Approved, continued from page 1)

Former director of Berkshire Grown 
starts new business on West Center Road.

Photo courtesy of Amy Cotler

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

Bill’s Recycling 
Tip of the Month:

The Compactor Station cannot accept TV's
or computer monitors for disposal. These
items may be taken to Goodwill Industries
in Pittsfield.
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Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

businesses, and hard work by volunteers in the town.

You may think because you aren’t a full-time 
resident, that you can’t be involved. But that’s not true.
As much as West Stockbridge is important to you, you
are very important to West Stockbridge – and not just
because you pay taxes here. Whether you’re up for the
summer or here only on the weekends, your awareness
and participation can really help make the community
work – and it can be very rewarding.

The Zucchini Festival is looking for volunteers to
help with decorations, mailings, booth construction and
more. Do you love books? The Friends of The Library
always welcomes newcomers. If you’re here on
Thursdays, The West Stockbridge Fire Department
Support Services meet every 2nd Thursday of the
month – they help our volunteer firefighters during
calls and there are many ways its members can help
support these dedicated people. Do you love old 
houses and buildings with a history? The Historical
Commission is looking for volunteers.

Do you love to drive or shop or gab? Many seniors
in town need rides to doctors’ appointments, someone to
do their grocery shopping, or a little companionship –
simple chores that can make a profound difference in a
housebound person’s life. Who better to tell visitors at
the Information Booth about how wonderful West
Stockbridge is than someone like you who has chosen
this beautiful corner of the world as your special
retreat? And I can’t go without mentioning one more
way you can make a difference: help support the Local
Yokel. A completely volunteer effort, it brings you
news and events every month that help you keep in
touch with your “second home town”.

Best of all, no matter how you get involved, you
will meet some really great people in the process –
third generation residents…newly-arrived full-timers…
past and present second home owners – people who
love West Stockbridge as much as you do.

Friends of the Library: 232-0308
WSFD Support Services: 232-4637
Historical Commission: 232-4465
Council on Aging: 232-4317
Tourist Information Booth: 329-1162
Zucchini Festival: See page 8
The Local Yokel: See page 15

(Second Homeowners, continued from page 1)
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

May Donors:

David and Sandra Madill

Rose Girdler

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on next page.)

June Birthdays &

Anniversaries
June 1: Vinnie Fruet

June 8: Tricia Skorput

June 24: Karl Cooper

June 26: Connie Lockenwitz

June 26: Sammy and Pan’s GrandMa

June 30: Pam and Ron Race

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Pineapple Cookies

1 1/2 cups brown sugar
2 eggs
1 1/2 cups drained crushed pineapple
3 1/2 cups flour
2/3 cup butter
1/4 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder

Mix dry ingredients and add the rest 
gradually. Drop by spoonfuls onto greased
cookie sheet and bake at 350 degrees for 12-15
minutes. This is a fun and easy one to do with
the kids, and they love them!

Send your favorite recipes to:

Lynn Ryan
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

We, at the West Stockbridge Public Library,
thank the voters of the Town for their support. We
are excited about the prospect of a new library and
in the coming months we will be preparing for the
move. There is a lot to be done. We will be weeding
out our old collection, doing an inventory, updating
the card catalog and having meetings to discuss
plans for the new library. We are looking for help
with the old and ideas for the new. If you are 
interested in helping out in any capacity or simply
have ideas to share about the new library, please feel
free to contact the Director, Leslie Meltzer. We
would like input from adults, teens and children.

The Children’s Summer Reading Program with
the theme “What’s Buzzing at your Library?” will

kick off with a demonstration by Katy Edwards on
Saturday, June 24th at 2:00 p.m. She will be bringing
real creepy crawlies for observation and discussion.
Join us!

A volunteer will teach children and young adults
how to knit during workshop hours in July (times to
be announced). Please call 232-0308 or stop by the
Library to reserve a space.

Last, but not least, the Friends are looking for
helpers with their annual book sale, which will take
place on Saturday, July 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

Thank you again for your support and help.

Library Prepares for Move, Announces Programs
By Leslie Meltzer, Library Director
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Please Support The

Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $10.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will
continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to: WSLY, P.O. Box 238. West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

� I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

�

�

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319
bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission 232-0300

Fire Department 232-4490 (non-emergency) Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500 (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300
wstnclerk@msn.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Mon.–Fri. 10am-3pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266

April 2006 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

June 1
Conservation Commission Monthly Meeting 7:00pm Village School

Board of Health Monthly Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

June 5 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

June 12
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

Planning Board Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

June 19 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

June 20
Parks and Recreation Meeting 7:00pm Village School

Finance Committee Meeting 7:30pm Village School

June 26 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 7:00pm Village School

JUNE 2006
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

The Local Yokel is now available online at
www.weststockbridgetown.com


