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Be part of the solution!
Participate in our town government…

take time to vote.
Annual Town Meeting

Monday, May 1, 7:00pm
At the Village School

Annual Town Elections
Monday, May 8, 10:00am – 7:00pm

at the Village School

(continued on page 6)

Elizabeth DiGrigoli
Candidate for Selectman

Please describe your background:
where were you born and grew up,
your family, where you live.

I’m third generation raised in
West Stockbridge. I graduated from
the former Village School in 1958
and the former Williams High School
in 1963. I’ve been married to my
husband Michael for 42 years, have
three grown children and three
grandchildren. 

Education and professional 
experience?

I am a high school graduate,
have done extended studies in real

Tina Skorput Cooper
Candidate for Selectman

Please describe your background:
where were you born and grew up,
your family, where you live?

I am a native of West Stockbridge.
My son Billy and I live in my child-
hood home on Stockbridge Road with
our chocolate Lab Murphy Brown. I
am a 1983 Graduate of Monument
Regional High School.

Education and professional 
experience?

I have lived in West Stockbridge
all of my life, worked (still fill in on
occasion) at the Public Market from
the time I was 13 years old. After high
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It’s Town Meeting Time
By Eugene A. Dellea, Moderator

History: The basic unit of 
fiscal government is the town
meeting. The distinctive 
characteristic of town 
government is the town 
meeting in which are vested
the traditional powers of the

legislative branch of any level of government – the
power to make laws (by-laws), and the power of the
meeting to make appropriations of money.

The town meeting is a way for those who are
governed to be able to reach those who govern, that
they will be able to make their voices heard where it
counts, and will be recognized. 

In the beginning of town meetings, attendance
was compulsory, and fines were levied for tardiness.
Since everyone was required to attend, the only
notice needed was of time and place. There was no
need to warn the voters of the business that might be
taken up. It is no longer required for citizens to
attend special or annual meetings on matters they
don’t care about.  

So, the definitions, by articles in the warrant, of
matters that will be acted upon at meetings became
important.  

The Warrant: The foundation of every town meeting
is the warrant. Every town meeting, whether special
or annual, is called by a warrant. The warrant must
state the time and place of the meeting and subjects
to be acted upon, and no action at a town meeting is
valid unless the subject matter is contained in the
warrant. The warrant must contain a sufficient
description of what is proposed so as to constitute an

adequate warning to all the town’s people. Every
action taken at the meeting must be pursuant to an
article in the warrant, and must be within the scope
of such article.  

The warrant is issued by the selectmen or upon
the written request of a number of registered voters
of the town.

The Meeting: Voters are one of the three elements of
a town meeting. The other two are moderator and a
clerk. In Massachusetts, the by-laws specify a 
minimum number of voters must be present before
the meeting can transact any business. This number
is called a quorum. In West Stockbridge a quorum is
twenty voters. The moderator will ascertain (with the
help of the clerk) if a quorum is present before calling
the meeting to order.

The Moderator: The word “moderator” comes from
the Latin word that is spelled the same and means
the same – one who regulates or governs. The 
moderator presides and regulates the proceedings of
the meeting, decides all questions of order, and
makes announcement of all votes.

Town Clerk: Of the town clerk’s many duties, one
of the most important duties is to record all votes
passed at town meetings. This makes the clerk one
of the three indispensable elements of the town
meeting. No town meeting can be conducted without
voters, moderator and a town clerk.

Please join us for the annual town meeting on
May 8th, 7:00 PM, at the West Stockbridge Village
School.
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Town Warrant Special Articles Explained
By Mark Webber

The following Special Articles and brief 
explanations for each have been proposed by the
Board of Selectmen and appear on the warrant for the
Annual Town Meeting to be held May 1st beginning
at 7:00 PM at the Village School. Special articles are
listed outside the normal departmental raise and
appropriate articles which precede them on the warrant.
Typically these are one-time actions, hence the “special”
denotation. Funding sources for these articles may
be from certified free cash, stabilization fund,
through borrowing, or by raise and appropriation.

Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to
authorize the Treasurer to borrow the sum of
$2,600,000 for the purpose of funding construction
for the conversion of the Village School to Town
Offices and Library, or take any other action in 
relation thereto.

Explanation: :  If approved, this article 
authorizes the Treasurer to borrow $2.6M.  The
Treasurer would then solicit competitive bids from
lending institutions to secure the most favorable
interest rate and re-payment terms. This borrowing
will be used to fund the proposed conversion of the
Village School to Town Offices and Library.
Borrowing authorization requires a two-third Town
Meeting approval.

Article 26: To see if the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate the sum of $107,250 for the purpose
of paying the debt service for the construction for
the conversion of the Village School to Town Offices
and Library, or take any other action in relation
thereto.

Explanation: If approved, this article will fund
the first year debt obligation tied to the preceding
Village School Borrowing article. This amount
accounts for the interest payment only on the $2.6M
borrowing. Debt and principal payments would
begin the following fiscal year (2008).

Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to
authorize the Treasurer to borrow the sum of
$140,000 for a period not to exceed 3 years for the
purpose of purchasing a new model year Highway
truck with plow and sander to replace the existing
1969 Mack dump truck, plow and sander which will

be sold to the highest qualified bidder, or take any
other action in relation thereto.

(Note: first debt payment will be due in FY
2008.)

Explanation: If approved, this article authorizes
the Treasurer to borrow funds for a new Highway
Truck/Plow/Sander as a replacement to an older
vehicle. As noted, this article would not have a
financial impact until fiscal year 2008. The
Treasurer would perform the same solicitation of
bids exercise as with Article 25 (above).

Article 28: To see if the Town will vote to 
transfer from certified free cash the sum of $75,000
and appropriate the same amount to the Fire Truck
Trust Fund for the purpose of replacing the current
1974 Sanford Pumper, or take any other action in
relation thereto.

Explanation: This article seeks to establish a
trust fund in anticipation of the future purchase of a
new fire truck to replace one of the Town’s aging
fleet. The intent is to continue adding to this “savings
plan” for the next few years in order reduce the
amount that will be needed to purchase the new
truck. The estimated cost of the replacement fire
truck is approximately $300,000.

Article 29: To see if the Town will vote to transfer
from certified free cash the sum of $6,000 for the
purpose of funding initial phase engineering for the
reconstruction of the Main Street and sidewalks, or
take any other action in relation thereto.

Explanation: This article would use free cash to
hire a qualified engineering firm to draft and submit
a design to the State for the purpose of securing
funding for the reconstruction of Main Street, its
sidewalks and curbing. This step is considered to be
“pre-engineering” and does not constitute full 
engineering plans for the project. This is a necessary
preliminary step in order to secure a favorable 
position on the State’s Highway funding list.

Article 30: To see if the Town will vote to transfer
from certified free cash the sum of $200,000 and
appropriate the same amount to the Stabilization
Fund, or take any other action in relation thereto.
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Explanation: This article seeks to add $200,000
from certified FY 2006 free cash to the Town’s
Stabilization Fund. It has been recent past practice
to add to Stabilization when the free cash balance
permitted. The intent is to transfer an available sum
of unencumbered funds (free cash) to enhance the
Town’s savings fund (Stabilization) which earns
interest which is returned to the Town. Free cash
does not earn interest. This addition to the Fund
could be used for any number of emergencies, 
capital needs, or to offset Town borrowing or capital
expenses. Prior to this article, the Stabilization Fund
balance is approximately $500,000.

Article 31: To see if the Town will vote to
appropriate from certified free cash the sum of
$2,170 for the purpose of funding archival services
for Town Records, or take any other action in 
relation thereto.

Explanation: This article seeks funding to copy
and convert many of the Town’s vital records to an
electronic storage format for preservation and will
reduce storage space needs.

Article 32: To see if the Town will vote to 
transfer from certified free cash the sum of $5,000 
and appropriate the same amount to the Capital
Improvement Fund for the Parks and Recreation
Committee, or take any other action in relation thereto.

Explanation: This article seeks to add to last
year’s appropriation of $5,000 to help fund 
improvements to the Town’s recreation facilities.
Among the intended projects is the resurfacing of 
the tennis court.

Article 33: To see if the Town will vote to
appropriate from certified free cash the sum of
$5,000 for the purpose of establishing a Town of
West Stockbridge government website, or take any
other action in relation thereto.

Explanation: This article, if approved, would
establish an official Town of West Stockbridge 
website. A qualified vendor would establish the site
and load all the information. Town employees would
receive training and support to facilitate loading of
updates, changes and additions. The site would
include: downloadable forms and applications,
announcements, meeting schedules and minutes and
would facilitate easy contact with Town Officials 
and Officers.
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��� 2006 Candidate Profiles ���

school I went to work at Lee Savings Bank for two
years as Head Teller in the Stockbridge Office and
after getting married in 1986 went to work for Great
Barrington Savings Bank, working as a mortgage
department clerk and working as a Teller and a
Financial Service Representative until 1993. In 1993 I
opened my own family daycare, which I operated until
becoming Town Clerk in March of 1996.  

How have you been involved in community affairs
and Town government?

My family has always been involved in the 
community. I grew up watching and helping my Dad
and uncles in various community related activities. I
learned real fast the sense of “community” from my
Dad and uncles. My Dad was very proud of West
Stockbridge and I feel the same way.

I am a member of the West Stockbridge Fire
Department Support Services, member of the Parks
and Recreation Committee, Chairperson of the Special

Education Parent Advisory Council, President of the
Berkshire County Clerk’s Association, Member of
the New England City and Town Clerk’s
Association, Member of the International Municipal
Clerk’s Association, Member of the Massachusetts
Town Clerk’s Association, Co-Founder and Co-
Editor of the West Stockbridge Local Yokel.  

Why do you want to be a Selectman?

I see the job as a member of the Board of
Selectmen as leading and giving guidance. I will
take a proactive approach as a member of the Board
of Selectmen, continuing to build the infrastructure
of our Town Government needed to support growth,
while maintaining the small town values, friendliness
and atmosphere. 

What do you see as the most important issues
facing the Town in the next few years?

The most important issues facing our Community
are affordable housing for young families and the
elderly of our Town, and how to cope with the fast
pace that our town seems to be growing at without
losing sight of the West Stockbridge that Town
Officials before us worked so hard to create.

Do you have any specific goals if elected?

My goals if I am elected to the Board of
Selectmen will be to improve the communication
between all departments, committee boards and the
public; to work on bringing affordable housing to the
community to benefit our young families and our
elderly; to promote our community and help to bring
in businesses that will benefit everyone. ���

(Tina Skorput Cooper, continued from page 1)
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Gene Dellea
Candidate for Town Moderator

Eugene A. Dellea has served
as West Stockbridge Town
Moderator since 1965. Prior to
that, he served six years as a
member of the Board of Selectmen,
and five years as its chairman.
Currently, Mr. Dellea is the

president of the Hillcrest Campus of Berkshire
Medical Center, and is the president of Fairview
Hospital. He also currently serves on various boards
including Legacy Bank, the Community Health
Association, Hillcrest Educational Centers, Central
Berkshire Chamber of Commerce and others. Mr.
Dellea is a graduate from the Carnegie Institute of
Medical Technology, and he holds a master’s degree
from Cambridge College. ���

Marshall Fisher
Candidate for Library Trustee

I am a writer, and my wife
Mileta and I have been living
year-round in West Stockbridge
since 1999. Our sons Satchel
and Bram are students at Muddy
Brook Elementary. The library
has always been one of the cen-

ters of town for our family. We have appreciated the
library’s intimacy and accessibility as well as the
kindness and hard work of librarian Leslie Meltzer.
As a frequent patron, I look forward to the chance to
help shape the direction our library takes. I hope that
we can introduce new technologies and services
without losing the small-town-library atmosphere we
now enjoy.���

��� 2006 Candidate Profiles ���

estate and LPN, an EMT graduate, Justice of the
Peace, a Supervisor and Bookkeeper at K-B Toys for
15 years, currently serving as Administrative
Assistant for the past seven years.                            

How have you been involved in community affairs
and Town government?

I am currently serving on the Executive Board of
Selectmen and the Board’s scholarship committee,
the Women’s Auxiliary, Rosary Altar Society, Girl
Scout Leader, CCD Teacher, recipient of the
“Women on the Move” award (11/05), Sewer &
Water Commission, Alternate on Zoning Board of
Appeals, School Re-use & Vision Committee, the
Town Building Committee, and the Finance
Committee for St. Patrick’s Church. 

Why do you want to be a Selectman?

I see it as my opportunity and special privilege
to continue to preserve a sense of community and all
the beauty that West Stockbridge has represented
over the years – mainly all the reasons why people
love to live here.

What do you see as the most important issues
facing the Town in the next few years?

Taxes, education expense, opening the new Town
offices. I am concerned about national health care
issues and disaster issues that filter down to a small
community like ours. 

Do you have any specific goals if elected?

To continue to serve all the people with honesty
and as unbiased as I have in the past while working
on the issues I already have on my plate. ���

GET MORE TURNOUT AT YOUR TAG SALE
Advertise with a Local Yokel Classified! $2.50 for the
first 10 words and 10¢ each additional word. Please
send to WSLY, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge
01266, or email to vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com.
Deadline for June issue is May 10th.

(continued on page 8)

(Elizabeth DiGrigoli, continued from page 1)
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Mitchell Greenwald
Candidate for Planning Board

I’ve been a resident of West
Stockbridge for the past 25
years, and I practice law in
Pittsfield. I have served on the
Planning Board since 1985 – for
a number of those years as its
Chairman. In those years, I have
seen many changes in town. I

believe that the town must continue to take responsi-
bility for its future through orderly planning that
reflects the needs and concerns of all interests.���

Ellen Greer
Candidate for Board of Health

Born in Yonkers, NY, I
moved to the Berkshires in 1976
and lived the last 10 years in
West Stockbridge with my 
husband Mike and three sons. A
Registered Nurse, I am Patient
Relations Director at Berkshire
Medical Center as well as partner

and general manager of the Card Lake Inn.
Completing my first term on the BOH, I am interested
in community health and have a good understanding
of the laws and regulations. I look forward to moving
into the new offices and developing Emergency
Operations Plans. The BOH has knowledgeable, 
experienced leadership and I appreciate working with
them. ���

Holly (Fadding)
Hamilton
Candidate for Cemetery
Commissioner

My name is Holly (Fadding)
Hamilton and I am running for
election as a cemetery 
commissioner. I live on Wilson
Road with my husband Jeff and

son Mark. I grew up in West Stockbridge and returned
here in 1998. I’m a former Cub Scout den leader. Now
that my son has completed Cub Scouts, I’m looking for
some other way to be of service to the town. ���

Nancy Kearns
Candidate for Library Trustee

I have lived in this community
with my husband, Paul, since 1991;
being property owners since 1971.
As a retiree I have expended
many volunteer hours in a variety
of community organizations. As a
library trustee I bring my expertise
of 15 years of school based

library services. I look forward to my third term as a
trustee, with anticipation for the relocation of the town
offices and library to the village school where the
library will have more space and we can expand its
services for our community. ���

William B. Kie
Candidate for Finance Committee

Billy Kie is a native of West
Stockbridge. He owns and 
operates Billy Kie’s West Center
Construction. He served on the
West Stockbridge Finance
Committee for many years 
previously. Billy was very active

in the Stockbridge-West Stockbridge Kiwanis, serving
on the Board of Directors and as club President. 
He has also been the elected Tree Warden for many
years. ���

(Editor’s note: a profile from the candidate was
unavailable at press time, so we took the liberty of
putting in a short bio for him.)

Julia Krahm
Candidate for Finance Committee

Since moving to West
Stockbridge I have worked with
others to spearhead the Visioning
Committee, volunteered with the
Parks and Recreation committee,
and written several articles for
the Local Yokel – you may
remember my “Queen for the

Day” article. Last year I became part of the 
amazing Cultural Council, which organizes the
Zucchini Festival. Educationally I have a Bachelors

��� 2006 Candidate Profiles ���
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and Masters degree. I have worked for several large
corporations and owned a small business for five
years. Probably my most important credential: my
C.P.A. husband prefers that I handle the family
finances and taxes! ���

Gary Schieneman
Candidate for Finance Committee

I am a CPA and former 
partner in Arthur Young (now
Ernst & Young). I left public
accounting in 1987 for Wall
Street where I retired 14 years
later as a senior analyst with
Merrill Lynch in 2001. I then
joined the FASB (the seven-

member board which sets financial reporting require-
ments for US companies) serving until the end of
2004. My wife and I have owned a home in West
Stockbridge for 25 years. Now that I am retired, I
would like put my accounting and analytical skills to
work as a member of West Stockbridge’s Finance
Committee. ���

Irene Skorput
Candidate for Board of
Assessors

I am a native of West
Stockbridge and attended local
schools. I am married to Tony
Skorput and we celebrate our
55th anniversary on May 12th.
We have three children and eight
grandchildren. I have been

employed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for
36 years, having been elected Register of Deeds for
the last 18 years. I will be retiring January 2, 2007. I
have been an Assessor for 26 years and currently serve
as chairman of the Board. I am looking forward to
aiding in the installation of a new assessors office in
the former Village School. ���

Jennifer Wilton
Candidate for Board of
Assessors

I was raised in South Lee,
graduated from Lee High
School, and live on Moscow
Road with my husband Curt and
our three sons Travis, Zachary
and Curt III. When I moved to
West Stockbridge 14 years ago I

never imagined myself involved in town politics. That
has all changed. As a Selectman’s wife, I realize how
important it is to get involved, so when I was
approached by the Board of Assessors to fill a vacant
seat, I agreed. I was appointed as an Assessor in August
and look forward to serving the town of West
Stockbridge. ���

Photo
Unavailable at

Press Time

Photo
Unavailable at

Press Time

West Stockbridge 
Compactor Station

Hours:
Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm
Sat. 8am-6pm
232-0307
Bill Pixley, Attendant

Bill’s Recycling Tip of the Month:
Yes, you may dispose of garden debris and
leaves at the Compactor Station. However,
no woody plants or brush please, and debris
or leaves must be removed from bags.

Reach your customers AND support the Local Yokel
with a display ad. Extremely reasonable rates.

Contact Vicki Grayson at
vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com
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Old Town Hall Committee Makes Preliminary Recommendations
By Joel Hotchkiss, Committee Chairman

Progress To Date:

During 2004, the Town formed a committee to
evaluate options and costs related to the Town Hall.
At the annual meeting in May 2005, the Town 
formally voted $6,000 for the committee “to establish
the historical status and significance, including a
structural assessment and building appraisal.” The
funds were to be used in retaining outside independent
professionals for the evaluations. During the past
year, the committee retained a structural engineer, a
historic preservation specialist, and a real estate
appraiser with the approval of the Board of
Selectmen. The engineering and historic preservation
work is completed and copies of their reports are
available at the Town Hall. The real estate appraisers
have completed their preliminary work and the final
report should be available by the time of the annual
town meeting. Only $3,500 of the budgeted $6,000
has been spent.

In summary, the engineer found the building to
be well maintained and in relatively good shape.
While some minor remedial work is required, the
cost estimate is not significant.

Historic preservation specialists conducted a 
historic review and their report contained some of
these comments:

“The Town Hall retains a high degree of integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association. The building is exceptional
for its long and consistent history of use for civic
and community functions.” 

“The West Stockbridge Town Hall is one of the
oldest public buildings in the community and represents
a vernacular architectural tradition that was deeply
rooted in rural Massachusetts communities prior to
the Civil War era. The building’s unbroken 150-year
history of use for civic and community functions is
particularly significant. On the basis of its architectural
character and historical significance, the Town Hall
merits a concerted effort toward preservation and
adaptive reuse.”

Massachusetts’ Historic Commission reinforced
this view with the letter supporting the Town Hall’s
nomination for National Register of Historic Places
status. At a recent Selectmen’s meeting, they voted
to permit the town Historic Commission to file for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

The real estate appraisal is still in process. While
the building has a number of issues limiting its 
commercial value, such as parking and zoning, it
does have a commercial worth. (The building started
life with commercial space on the first floor and
town space on the second floor.) The appraisers are
also looking at a residential value as well since the
building is currently zoned in a residential district.
This work will be completed prior to the Annual
Meeting on May 1.

Over 152 years ago, the residents of West
Stockbridge erected the Town Hall on Main Street to
be a centerpiece of the town. A classic Greek revival
structure, the building has escorted our town through
many tumultuous and prosperous periods. From the
Civil War to the present day, the Town Hall has
served this town in numerous ways including town
meetings, plays, Chautauqua lectures and even 
basketball games in the upstairs hall. Historically
and architecturally impressive, the building is the
cornerstone of Main Street. Generations of residents
have served there as officers of the town. The recent
passing of John Astore and Ray Smith reminds us all

Wines:

New Fish
Eye
All Types
1.5 LT
$9.99
Save $3.00!

Blue Marlin
All Types
1.5 LT
$9.99

Spirits:

Buy 1 - 1.75 LT
Jose Cuervo
$39.99
Get a FREE 1.75
LT Margarita
mix!

Fleischmann’s
Whiskey
1.75 LT
$13.99

Beer:

Grolsch
while it lasts
at this price
$10.99 12 pk
+ dep

$19.99 case +
dep

Twisted Tea
12 pk can
$10.99 + dep

Come in for Our
Great Spring Specials!

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good May 1-31

�
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Be Sure to Enter the Local Yokel 

Cover Art Contest!

Theme: West Stockbridge on the 
4th of July

What it is: Create a photo, collage or
artwork that conveys the fun and
excitement of West Stockbridge
on the 4th of July! There must
be some recognizable feature of
the Town in your entry.

Who can enter: All children ages 2-18.

What you can enter: Paintings, drawings, photos,
collages and computer art.

What size artwork to submit: 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller.

If you want to submit your entry on a CD or DVD:
PDF, GIF or JPEG formats will be accepted on disc.

What you can win: 
Grand Prize: $50 and your artwork on the

cover of the July Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 2-6: $10 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 7-12: $25 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 13-18: $35 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

Cash prizes donated by Rusch Studio Inc. Direct Marketing and Design

Local Yokel Cover Art Contest 
Official Entry Form

Attach this form (copies are OK) to entry and drop off at
The Floor Store, 12 Main Street, Tues.-Fri.9-4; Sat. 9-12.
Must be 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller. PDF, GIF or JPEG files also
accepted on CD or DVD. One submission per person.
All imagery must be original – please do not use cartoon
characters or other copyrighted content in your submission.
All submissions become property of The Local Yokel and
will not be returned. Decision of the judges is final.

Submissions due June 10, 2006!
For questions, e-mail karenrusch@verizon.net 

or call 274-6800.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Age:

Time’s 
Running Out...

Deadline is
June 10!

of the dedication and spirit these residents as well as
many others gave to the town in the building. 

Preliminary Recommendation:

Based upon the outside evaluations and feedback
from numerous townspeople, the committee has
developed working assumptions for the building
which include:

– Town retaining title in whole or part of the
building,

– Returning the building to its original format of
commercial space on the main floor and town
space on the second floor,

– Restoring the second floor to its open space
configuration to be used for lectures, meetings,
historical displays and education, and town
museum, and performance space, etc. 

– The capital and income from the first floor
used for building capital improvements and
maintenance,

– Making the second floor ADA compliant
including access and restroom installed and
access from the upper town parking lot,

– A separate not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization –
possibly the West Stockbridge Historic Society –
to manage the building, raise funds, apply for
grants, and maintain the building and town’s
interest in it.

The next steps in the process include completing
the real estate appraisals, establishing the capital
requirements, ongoing costs and potential income, and
identifying any legal and accounting requirements.
The committee’s objective is to have final 
recommendations presented to the Board of Selectmen
and the town in fall 2006 with final approval for the
2007 Annual Town Meeting, if not sooner.

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org



Parks & Rec Tag Sale
The West Stockbridge Parks and Recreation

Committee will hold a Spring Fever Tag Sale on
Saturday, May 13th from 9:00am to 4:00pm and
on Sunday May 14th from 9:00am to 1:00pm at
the West Stockbridge Village School. Spaces are
available for $25.00. If you would like to reserve
a space, please call Tina Skorput Cooper at 232-
0300. Spaces must be reserved and paid for by
Wednesday May 10, 2006.

Lifeguard Needed
The Parks and Recreation Committee is 

looking for a certified lifeguard for the 2006
swimming season at Card Pond. Please call
Jeanne Girdler at 232-7719 or Tami Cardillo at
232-4028 for more information.

The Community Health Association 
Celebrates National Women’s Health Week

Come for a FREE Cardiac Risk
Screening, Wednesday, May 17
When women take even the simplest steps 

to improve their health, the results can be 
significant. Make National Women’s Health
Week (May 14-20, 2006) your time to reconnect
with your health. Contact Community Health
Association to make an appointment for a cardiac
risk screening (Blood Pressure, Blood Glucose,
& Cholesterol) free of charge.

Call 413-698-3303 to schedule an 
appointment at our office: 1831 State Rd.,
Richmond MA.

Community News & Events
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Friends Of The Library News
By Tina Bardwell

Bernard Drew Lecture
The West Stockbridge Friends of the

Library will be sponsoring an adult lecture
with slides by Great Barrington historian
Bernard A. Drew on Friday, May 19th at 7:00
pm at the Village School in West Stockbridge.
Bernard Drew will be presenting “Smoke on
the Mountain,” a lecture about how the 19th
century iron and charcoal industries changed
the forests of South Berkshire County. He will
talk about what evidence survives in the woods
today, how forests responded to the intense 
cutting and how colliers belatedly contributed
to area culture. 

Drew’s “Our Berkshires” columns have
appeared in the Berkshire Eagle since 1996. 
He has written twelve hardcover and twenty
soft cover reference and local history books 
including the 656-page history of Great
Barrington in 1999. His fourth reference book
featuring biographies of popular African-
American fiction writers is in production for
Libraries Unlimited. Please join us for this 
fascinating presentation.

Local Authors Night
WANTED: West Stockbridge authors to

participate in the first Local Author Night
sponsored by the Friends of the West
Stockbridge Library. If you are a local author
and are interested in participating in this event,
please contact Kathy Davis at 232-7784 for
further information.

Meeting Scheduled
The next meeting of the Friends of the

West Stockbridge Library is Wednesday,
May10th at 4:30 at the West Stockbridge
Library on Main Street. Please join us. All
newcomers are welcome!

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com
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Everyday
Milk Prices

From Byrne Dairy

Gallon $3.49
Half Gallons $1.99
Quart $1.19
Pint $1.09

Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce
Full Service Deli

Daily Lunches
Daily Dinners

Coffee & Donuts

Beer, Wine & Liquor

�

�

FREE COFFEE
Just bring this coupon in

and SMILE 

Have a great day!

Good through May 31, 2006.

Organic
and

Natural
Foods
Check out 

the selection!

On Saturday, April 15, the Fire & Rescue Squad hosted the annual Easter Egg Hunt at the Village School. A “smashing”
success, about 60 children, parents and grandparents attended and a great time was had by all.

Photos by J. Parker

Many thanks to the West Stockbridge Fire & Rescue Squad 

for a fun 2006 Easter Egg Hunt!

FLOWERS Coming Soon!
Annuals, Perennials 

and Hanging Baskets.
Get Ready!

Buy 8 Gallons
Get One FREE

from Byrne Dairy!

Thanks to the 
Local Yokel staff for all of your 
hard work, effort & dedication 

with this informative 
West Stockbridge Newspaper.
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

April Donors:

Ed Desaulniers

Arthur and Mary Ann Siskind

Joseph A. Masiero

Margaret Skaggs

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on next page.)

May Birthdays &

Anniversaries
May 1: Happy 85th Mrs. D

May 3: Liz & Mike DiGrigoli

May 11: Glenn Girdler

May 8: Tara Koloski

May 15: Barbara Tonini

May 18: Paula Jane Skorput

May 25: Kate Lockenwitz

May 29: Walt Skorput

May 28: Melissa Roy

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

The Best Chicken Salad

Salad:
3 cups cubed chicken
1/4 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup sour cream
1 8oz. can crushed pineapple 
(somewhat drained)
1 to 2 Tblsp. Amaretto
1 tsp. salt
2 Tblsp. toasted crushed almonds 
(optional)
1/2 cup chopped celery
Raisins to your liking

Dressing:
2 Tblsp. Amaretto
1/2 cup mayo

I’ve had this recipe for at least 20 years. 
I serve it consistently throughout the summer
months and get more compliments than any-
thing else! You will too!

Send your favorite recipes to:

Lynn Ryan
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266

“Thy sun is set, 
thy spring is gone –

We frolic while ’tis May.”
– Thomas Gray
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Please Support The

Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $10.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will
continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to: WSLY, P.O. Box 238. West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

� I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

�

�

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319
bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Fire Department 232-4490 (non-emergency)

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500 (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300
wstnclerk@aol.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Mon.–Fri. 10am-3pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266

April 2006 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

May 1 Annual Town Meeting 7:00pm Village School

May 4
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Village School

Board of Health Monthly Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

May 8 Annual Town Elections 10:00am – 7:00pm Village School

May 13 Spring Fever Tag Sale 9:00am – 4:00pm Village School

May 14 Spring Fever Tag Sale 9:00am – 1:00pm Village School

May 14 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

May 15 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

May 16
Finance Committee Meeting 7:30pm Village School

Parks and Recreation Meeting 7:00pm Village School

May 18 WSFD Support Services 7:00pm Fire House

May 22 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

May 29 MEMORIAL DAY

MAY 2006
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

The Local Yokel is now available online at
www.weststockbridgetown.com


