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Town to Vote on Village School Renovation Project
By Mike Kirchner, Selectman

Voters at the Annual Town meeting on May1, 2006, will be asked to approve
the funds necessary to renovate the Village School into Town Offices and the
Town Library. Since last summer the Board has been working with EDM
Architects, Inc. on a plan to utilize the space at the now nearly-vacant Village
School. The plan will move the town offices and library from the existing Town
Hall building on Main Street. The existing Town Hall has proved to be inadequate
for the current needs of the Town and does not meet ADA or many life safety
requirements on any level. 

Two years ago, in conjunction with a plan to construct a new senior center,
EDM developed their first plan for moving the town hall and library into the
Village School. The grant application for the senior center was denied and the
plan was later determined by the board to be inadequate. It was decided that the
town offices and library spaces needed to be expanded. It was also decided that
the senior center plan needed to be downsized to improve the chances of obtain-

ing the grant necessary to
construct this center. 

A conceptual plan was
recently completed by
EDM and will be presented
at the Town Meeting.
Input was gathered from
many citizens during the
development of these
plans and each town officer
who will be using the
building was consulted as
to their space needs and
other requirements. The
southeast corner of the
building will not be
included in this project, as

(continued on page 11)

April 2006

Annual Town Elections are Coming…

Meet the 
Candidates 
See page 2 
for more details.

July Cover Art
Contest!

Calling All Artistic Kids 
and Teens: Enter the
Fourth of July in
West Stockbridge
cover art contest! See
page 9 for details!

Detail of the recently completed conceptual plan for 
Town Offices by EDM Architects. Full plan is available

for viewing at the Town Hall and Library.

Plan courtesy EDM Architects, Inc.
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Town Hall Eligible for National Register of Historic Places
By Bob Salerno, Town Historian

As part of the evaluation of the Town Hall options,
the West Stockbridge Historic Commission submitted
a preliminary request to the Massachusetts Historic
Commission to see if the Town Hall would be eligible
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic

Places. This is part of the normal process for inclusion
and provides the local authorities with a guide before
going through a longer application process. 

The previous town Historic Commission had 
considered applying and unfortunately the members
moved away before they could complete the process.
(Do you know what two other buildings in the town
are already on the National Register? See answer at
the end of this article.) 

Contrary to public perception, listing on the
National Register does not limit the owner’s options
with respect to the use of the property. Instead, National
Register listing increases the value of the property.
Various historic preservation grants, low cost loans
and other financial incentives are available for 
maintenance and renovation of National Register
buildings. It also raises awareness and area tourism and
scenic attractiveness. There is no loss of control or
options as supervision remains with the local authorities.

The Historic Commission received the letter back
from the state (shown on next page):

Built in 1854, the Town Hall on Main Street houses Town
offices and the Library.

Photo by J. Parker.

“Meet The
Candidates”

Night

The Local Yokel 

Proudly Presents:

Friday, April 28, 2006
7:00pm
The Village School
Your chance to get “up close 
and personal” with the candidates 
running for town offices.

• Annual Town Elections are 
on May 8, 2006

• Refreshments will be provided
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January 12, 2006

Dear Mr. Goodwillie,

At the request of the West Stockbridge Historical Commission, MHC staff has evaluated the West Stockbridge
Town Hall to determine whether it meets the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. It is the
staff opinion that the property is eligible for listing, both individually and as a contributing element in a potential
National Register district in the center of West Stockbridge.

The Town Hall, built in 1854, was erected during a period of relatively rapid growth and prosperity in West
Stockbridge, at a time when local iron mining and marble quarrying industries were thriving. Rail lines connected
West Stockbridge to markets in Albany, Connecticut, and Boston beginning in the late 1830s. The area retains a number
of well-preserved and largely modest examples of the Greek Revival and other mid 19th century styles executed in
institutional, commercial, and residential buildings, and was found eligible for listing as a potential National Register
district in 1989. The Town Hall would contribute to such a district, but is also individually eligible for listing in the
National Register.

The West Stockbridge Town Hall would be eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria A and C for
its historic and architectural significance. The well-preserved Greek Revival-style institutional building reflects the
community’s greatest period of development in the mid 19th century. While serving as the primary municipal space, it
also has housed at various times the town library (for much of the 20th century), the police station, an auditorium,
and a bank. The clapboard-sheathed property retains many characteristic features of the Greek Revival style, including
its enclosed pedimented side gable, cornerboards, and heavy cornices. The 9/6 sash on the second (main) floor may
be original. The cupola was added in the mid 20th century. On the interior, 19th century door enframements remain,
as does the bank vault associated with the property’s use as the Miners Savings Bank.

Listing would require the preparation of a National Register of Historic Places nomination. I have enclosed 
information about the National Register program. There are two approaches to completing a nomination. You could
complete a preliminary question-and-answer form yourself, in which case MHC would edit the nomination as time
and staff permit, in preparation for submission of the nomination to the State Review Board and then the National
Register/National Park Service in Washington, DC. 

At the present time, due to budget constraints, MHC has only limited ability to edit nominations, which means
that there is a considerable delay in the listing process in these cases. An alternative is to hire a professional preservation
consultant to prepare a final National Register nomination
to the standards of the National Park Service. Using a 
consultant expedites the listing process; once we have a
completed nomination in our files, it generally takes about
eighteen months to two years until the listing occurs. Please
let me know which approach you would prefer to follow.

I would strongly encourage the town and the West
Stockbridge Historical Commission to explore ways to
preserve this significant structure. The rehabilitation of
properties listed on the National and State registers of historic places may qualify for financial incentives, including
state grants and/or state or federal investment tax credits. MHC would also encourage the town to consider a 
preservation restriction for the building, which would protect its significant exterior and interior features. Information
on these programs is available on our website.

Keep in mind that projects that involve any funds, licenses, or permits from state or federal agencies are subject
to prior review by the Massachusetts Historical Commission in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (36 CFR 800) and/or Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 9, Sec. 26-27c, 
as amended by Chapter 254 of the Acts of 1988 (950 CMR 71.00). In order to request the Massachusetts Historical
Commission’s review under either of these regulations, it is necessary to provide the MHC with a completed Project
Notification Form (PNF). The PNF is also available from the MHC website.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

(Answer: West Stockbridge has two buildings on the National Historic Register, The
Congregational Church and the Grange. The church was listed in 1995 and the Grange in 1999. ).

“I would strongly encourage 
the town and the West Stockbridge
Historical Commission to explore 
ways to preserve this significant 

structure.”
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Rite of Spring: Building the Town's Budget 
By Mark Webber, Administrative Assistant

Annual Town Meetings are a rite of spring
throughout New England, and West Stockbridge voters
will assemble on May 1st to deliberate and act on various
issues of importance facing the Town. Chief among
these will be the Town’s annual operating budget for
fiscal year 2007. The Board of Selectmen is responsible
for developing and presenting that budget at the
Annual Town Meeting. The following is a brief outline
of how that budget is built:

• Around the beginning of January, budget
request forms are sent to Department heads
seeking their input and recommendations for the
upcoming fiscal year’s spending needs. Over 
the next 8 weeks, these requests are returned,
assembled and placed on a spreadsheet for review
and comparison to previous budget years.

• During this period, departmental budgets are
reviewed separately by both the Selectmen and
the Finance Committee. Individual department
heads may be asked to attend Finance Committee
and Selectmen’s meetings to present and explain
their budget requests. Prior to adoption of a final

budget, a series of joint meetings are scheduled
between the Selectmen and the Finance
Committee to review both departmental budgets
and special spending articles. Following the
notion that two heads are better than one, these
joint meetings provide for a useful exchange of
ideas and recommendations.

• Although the official Annual Town Meeting 
warrant (including budget) can be amended up
until it is signed by the Selectmen a week before
the Annual Meeting, mid-March brings an
effective close to the budget development
process. By the Beginning of April, the fiscal year
2007 budget is included into the Annual Town
Report and sent off to the printers for publishing.

Now that the budget is put together, how do we
pay for it? Municipalities have three primary sources
of revenue: State Aid, local receipts, and local property
taxes. Grants may provide additional revenue but
because they are competitive and non-recurring, grants
cannot be counted on as reliable sources of income.

• State Aid: Traditionally called the “cherry sheet,”
State Aid makes up the smallest portion of Town
revenue. The bulk of State Aid to cities and towns
is in the form of Lottery Aid. Based on the
Governor’s House 1 budget, West Stockbridge may
receive $119,333 in Lottery Aid for fiscal year 2007.
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) for State owned
land in West Stockbridge and Aid to Libraries
make up the balance for a total of $132,377.
However, both the House and Senate must take
their turn with the Governor’s budget so the final
number may go up or down before the State
budget is finalized later in the spring or summer.

Quote of the Month
Submitted by Lynn Ryan

“Failure is really a matter of conceit.
People don’t work hard because,

in their conceit, they imagine they’ll succeed
without ever making an effort.

Most people believe that they’ll wake up
some day and find themselves rich.

Actually, they’ve got it half right,
because eventually they do wake up!”

– Thomas Edison
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• Local receipts: These are fees collected each
year by the Town and include: automobile excise
taxes, penalties and interest on past due taxes,
charges for services, license fees, fines, and
investment income. An estimate of fiscal year
2007 Local Receipts is made by the Town
Accountant based on prior years’ actual local
receipts. Actual Local Receipts for FY 2006
totaled $316,860.

• Local Property Taxes: Made up of personal 
and property taxes, this category generates the
lion’s share of annual revenue for the Town and 
is responsible for covering the balance of annual
spending. For fiscal year 2006, the Town was
required to collect $3,553,096 in taxes to balance
the budget.

Proposition 21/2, levy limits, property values, and
tax rates are central to any discussion about budgeting.
But, we’ll leave those topics out for now and hopefully
address a topic that is near and dear to us all – property
taxes – in a future article.

Specializing in Custom
Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tile, Carpets,
Area Rugs, Linoleum, Tiles

Joe Roy, Jr., Owner
joeroyjr@the-floorstore.com

Store: 413-232-7175
Fax: 413-232-4659

Open T-F: 9-4 Sat.: 9-12
email: info@the-floorstore.com

Anne  M. Roy, Owner
annemroy@the-floorstore.com

THE

FLOOR STORE
Box 231   12 Main Street   West Stockbridge, MA 01266

www. the-floorstore.com

Wines:

New Fish
Eye
All Types
1.5 LT
$9.99

Woodbridge
All Types
1.5 LT
$12.99

Passover
Wines and
Sake

Spirits:

Fleischmanns
Preferred
1.75 LT
$13.99

Knob Creek
Bourbon
750 ml
$24.99

Beer:

Ipswich
12 bottle 
variety pk
$11.99 + dep
Save $2.00

Grolsch
From
Holland
12 pk 
$10.99 + dep

24 pk
$19.99 + dep

Happy Easter�
Happy Passover

Lottery • Milk • Eggs • Bacon • Cheese
Berkshire Ice Cream • Ben & Jerry’s

Specials Good April 1-30

�

Police Chief Karl Cooper discusses his department’s
budget with the Selectmen and Finance Committee.

Photo by Tina Skorput-Cooper
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Carbon Monoxide Alarms Required in Homes
By Peter A. Skorput, Fire Chief

State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan and Chief
Peter Skorput wish to inform homeowners that as of
March 31, 2006, carbon monoxide alarms will be
required in all residences with
potential sources of carbon
monoxide. The vast majority of
homes will not be required to
install hard-wired systems,
although where hard-wired 
systems are required by 
regulation, the deadline is January
1, 2007. The Board of Fire
Prevention Regulations (BFPR)
recently passed emergency 
regulations to implement the law
known as “Nicole’s Law.”

State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan said, 
“each year we see the devastating effects of carbon
monoxide poisoning. Many of these incidents are
avoidable with early detection and warning as 
provided through this new law”.

Consumer Information
The Department of Fire Services is distributing

A Consumer’s Guide to Requirements for
Residential Carbon Monoxide Alarms. This guide
and information about regulations can be obtained
from your local fire department and on the DFS
website at: http://www.mass.gov/dfs/osfm/pubed/
firesafetytopics/carbon_monoxide_safety.htm

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
also has information in both English and Spanish on
common sources of carbon monoxide in the home

and recognizing the symptoms of CO poisoning in a
pamphlet called The Invisible Killer at:
www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PUBS/464.pdf

General Requirements
For most residential buildings with fossil fuel

burning equipment or enclosed parking areas, the
new regulations require carbon monoxide alarms on
every level of the home or dwelling unit including
habitable portions of basements and attics. On levels
with sleeping areas the alarms must be placed within
ten feet of the bedroom doors. The regulations allow
the following options for CO alarms:

• Battery operated with battery monitoring; or
• Plug-ins with battery back-up; or
• Hard-wired with battery back-up; or
• Low voltage system; or
• Wireless; or
• Qualified combination smoke and carbon

monoxide alarm.

Acceptable Combination Alarms
Acceptable combination smoke and carbon

monoxide alarms must have simulated voice and
tone alarms that clearly distinguish between the two
types of emergencies. The State Building Code 
mandates that only photoelectric smoke alarms are
permitted within twenty feet of a bathroom or
kitchen. Consumers are urged to check with your
local fire department on whether a specific alarm
meets the code requirements.

Alternative Compliance Option
Owners of larger buildings with centralized or

minimal sources of carbon monoxide may wish to
consider the alternative compliance option contained
in the regulation.

Enforcement
Fire Departments are currently required to

inspect smoke alarms when homes are being sold
and transferred. Starting March 31, 2006 (or January
1, 2007 where hard-wired alarms are required) fire
departments will now inspect all residences upon
sale and transfer for carbon monoxide alarms.
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Annual Earth Day Cleanup
By Peter Thorne

The 17th annual town cleanup for Earth Day
will be held on Saturday, April 29th. Earth Day is
usually the third Saturday in April, but this year
because of travel plans and this April having five
Saturdays we are doing it on the 29th. 

Every year there is a ton of garbage out there
and those who participate get a great feeling of 
satisfaction at seeing the garbage disappear. I
would like to recognize some of the volunteers
who have shown up year after year. The first one
who comes to mind, and who will be sorely
missed, is Ray Smith. Ray and his sidekick Stuart
Kuller have been out there at 8 a.m. every time. 

Going back as far as 1993, others include:
Alan Clark, Steve and Judy Moore, David Shufelt,
Mike Kirchner, Earl Moffatt, John Masiero, Chris
Williams (and three kids), Jim and Marge
McDermott with granddaughter Caitlin, the kids
from East Stockbridge and Father Dave and Ed
from the Card Lake who provided hot dogs and
pizza for all the participants. 

Over the years, Ron Race and the scouts have
been a big help. Other volunteers in recent years
include Suzanne Crerar, Dana Zachary and Tyler
Summers, Nick Race, Travis and Zachary Wilton,
Ryan Vandervoort, Michael Lee. Jennifer
Summers and the cub scouts, John Parker, Becky
Campetti, Esther Chapuis, Brian and Amy
Butterworth, Mati Kiin and family, Gail Blackhall,
Ogden and Bianca Gigli, Mark Hungate and
Laurie Harrison. Some more names: Springstube,
Walsh, Elling, McCormick, Houldsworth, Goethe,
Greer, Powell, Hotchkiss, Krahm, Nielson,
Salerno, Skorput, Blyth, McGrory, Risen, Kulberg,
Greenwald, Redel, Davis, Soule, Howard
“Flagger” Allen, Molin, Hamilton, Green and
always the Wilton clan. 

There are people missing from this list and for
that I apologize, but please show up this year and
get your name recorded. This year we will deliver
bags to your house if you call 232-7098 and leave
a message. Or show up at the Fire Department
between 9 and 10 a.m. on Saturday April 29th to
pick up safety vests and bags and let us know where
you want to clean up. Thanks for your support.

On 
April 29th!
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BUY MILK!
$3.49 Gallon

Buy 8 get 9th FREE

FEATURED WINES
* Yellow Tail $6.99

(2 for $13.00)

* Three Blind Moose $8.99
(2 for $16.00)

* Blue Marlin $10.99
(2 for $20.00)

Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce
Full Service Deli

Daily Lunches
Daily Dinners

Coffee & Donuts

Beer, Wine & Liquor

�

�

“HAVE A GREAT DAY!”

STEAKS!
10% off any steak
purchase with this

coupon.

Have a great day!

Good through April 30, 2006.

The Public Market is located at
8 Main Street
(413) 232-8595

Organic
and

Natural
Foods
Check out 

the selection!

Selectmen Apply for Senior Center Grant
By Mike Kirchner, Selectman

At the Annual Town Meeting last May the 
Select Board was asked by a group of citizens to 
reconsider applying for a state grant for the purpose
of constructing a Senior Center in or around the site
of the Village School. Two years ago the Town
applied for such a grant and was turned down. As a
result the Board appointed a Senior Center Steering
Committee to investigate the space necessary for
such a senior center, explore the various options and
identify spaces that would be necessary.

After meeting a few times during the summer
and early fall of last year the Steering Committee
turned over to the Board a set of recommendations
for spaces and identified approximately 2700 square
feet as being necessary to build an adequate center
for the seniors of West Stockbridge. It was also 
recommended by the Steering Committee that the
center be built using some space in the existing
Village School building and adding an addition. 

The grant that will be applied for is in the amount of
$600,000. With current and future construction costs,
this funding limit also limited the size of the center.

The next step was for the Select Board was to
issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for an
architect. This architect would take the information
provided by the board and develop a conceptual plan
to bring to the Town for approval. This was done,
and Clark and Green, Inc. of Great Barrington was
chosen. After a few informational meetings with the
Board and the public, they quickly developed a 
conceptual plan for the senior center. Because one 
of the requirements of the grant is that a complete
set of construction documents be submitted with the
application, this conceptual plan was brought to a
Special Town meeting in February where the board
asked for funds to further develop the construction
documents. The Special Town meeting voted 
unanimously to approve the funds.

Specials good through April 30, 2006
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Detail of proposed Senior Center at the Village School by
Clarke & Green, Inc. Architects & Designers. Full plan is

available for viewing at the Town Hall and Library.

Plan courtesy Clark & Green, Inc.

Another requirement of the grant was that a 
public hearing be held to once again view the plans
as they were further developed but before they were
submitted. This hearing was held on March 6, 2006,
and the public offered a few suggestions for some
last minute changes. The footprint of the final draft
of the plan shows the project to be about 2850
square feet. The Board continues to work with staff
from Berkshire Housing in the preparation of the
grant application. The deadline is March 30, 2006,
and the board is confident the application will be
completed. They are also hopeful that this grant will
be approved, but do not expect that approval to come
much before fall of this year.

If for some reason the grant application is not
approved, the Board is committed to resubmitting it
until it is. As the design will not change, the same
construction documents can be resubmitted with any
future applications with no additional design fees.
Existing plans may be viewed at the Old Town Hall
or the Town Library.

Announcing the Local Yokel 

Cover Art Contest!

Theme: West Stockbridge on the 
4th of July

What it is: Create a photo, collage or artwork that
conveys the fun and excitement of West
Stockbridge on the 4th of July!
There must be some recognizable
feature of the Town in your entry.

Who can enter: All children ages
2-18.

What you can enter: Paintings, drawings, photos,
collages and computer art.

What size artwork to submit: 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller.

If you want to submit your entry on a CD or DVD:
PDF, GIF or JPEG formats will be accepted on disc.

What you can win: 
Grand Prize: $50 and your artwork on the

cover of the July Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 2-6: $10 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 7-12: $25 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

1st Prize, Ages 13-18: $35 and your artwork in the
Local Yokel

Cash prizes donated by Rusch Studio Inc. Direct Marketing and Design

Local Yokel Cover Art Contest 
Official Entry Form

Attach this form (copies are OK) to entry and drop off at
The Floor Store, 12 Main Street, Tues.-Fri.9-4; Sat. 9-12.
Must be 11˝ x 17˝ or smaller. PDF, GIF or JPEG files also
accepted on CD or DVD. One submission per person.
All imagery must be original – please do not use cartoon
characters or other copyrighted content in your submission.
All submissions become property of The Local Yokel and
will not be returned. Decision of the judges is final.

Submissions due June 10, 2006!
For questions, e-mail karenrusch@verizon.net 

or call 274-6800.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Age:

Deadline is
June 10!
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Item Fee

All freon-bearing units (refrigerators,
freezers, air conditioners, 
dehumidifiers)

$ 25.00

Stove, Washer, Dryer, Dishwasher $ 10.00

Microwave:

Small $ 5.00

Large $ 10.00

BBQ:

Kettle-Type $ 5.00

Regular $ 10.00

Water Heater $ 20.00

Water Tank $ 10.00

Water Softener $ 10.00

Oil, Gas or Coal Furnace $ 20.00

Wood Stove $ 10.00

Bath Tub:

Cast Iron $ 20.00

Fiberglass $ 10.00

Toilet $ 5.00

Metal Sink $ 3.00

Metal Desk $ 5.00 and up

Satellite Dish $ 3.00

Rug over 10´ x 10´ $ 10.00

Sofa:

Regular $ 15.00

Sleeper Type $ 20.00

Loveseat $ 10.00

Item Fee
Upholstered Chair $ 8.00

Recliner Chair $ 10.00

Wooden Furniture $ 2.00 to $5.00

Metal Furniture, Solid $ 3.00

Metal Cabinet:

Small $ 5.00

Large $ 10.00

Swing Set $ 10.00

Bicycle $ 3.00

Exercise Machine $ 5.00 to $10.00

Push Mower $ 5.00

Riding Mower $ 20.00

Window, Wood/Metal $ 2.00

Door, Wood/Metal $ 5.00

Radiator:

Small $ 5.00

Large $ 10.00

Tire $ 3.00

Tire on Rim $ 5.00

Mattress & Box Spring

Twin $ 5.00 Each Pc.

Double $ 10.00 Each Pc.

Queen $ 15.00 Each Pc.

Small Amounts of Building
Material/Debris

At the discretion
of Attendant

Other Items Not Listed At the discretion
of Attendant

NOTE: All gasoline engines must be drained of gas and oil and have gas caps and oil drain plugs removed.
Transfer Station Hours:Tues., Thurs. 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm. 232-0307. Bill Pixley, Attendant

Transfer Station Announces 
New Fee Schedule

Help keep our town clean! Please dispose of rubbish properly at the 
transfer station. These fees apply for large items and appliances.
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Historical Society Seeks Members
The newly resurrected West Stockbridge

Historical Society is looking for leaders, volunteers
and membership! Please contact stopper@bcn.net
or the West Stockbridge Historical Commission
c/o PO Box 370, West Stockbridge, MA 01266.
Include your name, address and in what capacity
you are interested in contributing. An organizational
meeting is planned for the near future.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
The West Stockbridge Fire, Rescue and

Support Services are sponsoring an Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 15 at the playground of
the Village School, 21 State Line Road in West
Stockbridge. The event will start at 11 a.m. sharp
and will be held rain or shine. There will be
refreshments for sale.

CHA Dinner Honors Carter White
The board of directors of Community Health

Association is planning a dinner tribute to B.
Carter White in honor of his many years of service
and in celebration of his retirement. The date is
Sunday, April 30, at the Card Lake Inn, 29 Main
Street in West Stockbridge. Cocktails, silent 
auction and raffle start at 5:30 p.m. followed by
dinner at 6:30. Call 413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
to join the celebration. Tickets are $45 per person.
Proceeds will benefit the Community Health
Association.

Community News & Events

At the Selectman’s Dinner for Town officials in January
2005, Carter White (standing at left) was presented with

an award for community service by Selectmen Curt
Wilton, Larry Tonini and Elisabeth DiGrigoli.

Photo by J. Parker

(continued from page 1)
that is the area where the senior center will be located.
A grant is again being sought for the construction of
that senior center.  

EDM has also done a cost estimate for the 
construction on this project and the estimate is just over
$2.1 million. There are also other “soft costs” that are
being developed now and the final cost will be brought
forth to the Town for approval at the Town Meeting.  

A requirement of the Massachusetts General Laws
since 2004 is that all public construction projects that
are over $1.5 million must have a project manager 
acting as the owner’s representative. As a result of this
requirement, the Select Board recently sent out a
Request for Qualifications for a project manager. On
March 13 the submittals were reviewed and
Construction Management Services, Inc. (CMS), of
Marlboro, MA, was chosen to act as the Town’s Project
Management Team. This is the same team that has 
overseen the construction of the new elementary and
middle schools recently completed in Great Barrington,
and they are currently working on the Great Barrington
Library renovation project. CMS will work with EDM
between now and the Town Meeting to further refine
the conceptual plan and develop an accurate cost 
estimate for this important project. Existing conceptual
plans of this project may be viewed at the Old Town
Hall or the Town Library.
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Local Yokel 
Donor Roll Call

March Donors:

Digger Lockenwitz
Ilana and Malrangam Krishnamurti

Paula Skorput
Jimmy Law

Sandra Michel
Bill and Lucy Negrini

Adelaide P. Rusch
John Margeotes

Edmund and Elizabeth Parnes

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without 

your support! Keep the Local Yokel 
coming. Send your gift today! 

(See response form on next page.)

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

Your
Visiting Nurse Association

Serving
West Stockbridge Families

413-698-3303 or 866-698-3303
Visit our website at cha-vna.org

HAVING A TAG SALE IN MAY? Advertise with a
Local Yokel Classified! $2.50 for the first 10 words
and 10¢ each additional word. Send to WSLY, P.O.
Box 238, West Stockbridge 01266, or email to
vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com. Deadline for May
issue is April 10th.

April 

Birthdays
April 7:
Digger Lockenwitz

April 15: Joseph P. Roy

Recipe Corner
By Lynn Ryan

Kale and Mushrooms with
Creamy Polenta
(6 main-course servings)

1 1/4 pounds kale, stemmed, 
cut into 1-inch pieces
4 cups whole milk
3 1/2 cups water
2 cups polenta
1/2 tsp. salt
3/4 tsp. ground black pepper

4 ounces pancetta (Italian bacon) or
bacon, coarsely chopped
4 ounces mushrooms (such as crimini,
oyster and stemmed shiitake), sliced
4 tblsp. extra-virgin olive oil, divided
1 garlic clove, minced
1/2 cup low-salt chicken broth
2 tblsp. chopped fresh thyme
1 tblsp. grated lemon peel

4 tblsp. unsalted butter
2/3 cup freshly grated parmesan cheese

Cook kale in large pot of boiling, salted water
until tender, or about 6 minutes. Drain. Bring
milk, water, polenta, salt, and pepper to boil in
heavy large saucepan over medium heat, whisking
constantly. Reduce heat to low and simmer until
thick, stirring occasionally, about 20 minutes.
Remove from heat.

Meanwhile, cook pancetta in heavy large skillet
over medium-high heat until golden brown, about
3 minutes. Using a slotted spoon, transfer pancetta
to paper towels. Add mushrooms and 2 tblsp. oil
to drippings in skillet. Saute until mushrooms are
tender, about 6 minutes. Stir in kale and pancetta.
Add garlic and broth; simmer until broth is slightly
reduced, about 6 minutes. Stir in thyme, lemon
peel, and 2 tblsp. oil. Season with salt and pepper
to taste.

Whisk butter and Parmesan into polenta and
divide among plates. Top with kale mixture. This
was a real hit at my last dinner party! Enjoy!!!!!

Send your favorite recipes to:

Lynn Ryan
17 Lenox Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Please Support The

Local Yokel!
For this newsletter to survive and grow, we need your support! Here’s the deal: for your donation of at
least $10.00 per year we will mail each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will
continue to be available free of charge at distribution sites around town.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of _______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel sent)

City ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to: WSLY, P.O. Box 238. West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel
to me.

� I would like to get involved with the 
Local Yokel (we need correspondents,
photographers, help with distribution 
and advertising).

�

�

Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office 232-0303 Tues. 7-9pm; Wed., Thurs., 9:30-12:30pm;
Sat. morning by appointment

Board of Health 232-7048 Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen’s Office 232-0319
bosws@bcn.net Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector 232-0313 Mon. 7pm

Compactor Station 232-0307 Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Fire Department 232-4490 (non-emergency)

Highway Department 232-0305

Library 232-0308 Wed. 9-12 noon, 2-5pm; Thurs. 10-12 noon, 2-5pm;
Fri. 5-8pm; Sat. 2-5pm

Police Department 232-8500 (non-emergency)

Post Office 232-8544 Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: M-F 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant 232-0316

Town Clerk 232-0300
wstnclerk@aol.com Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8am-3pm

Town Collector 232-0302 Mon.–Fri. 10am-3pm

Town Treasurer 232-0316

www.weststockbridgetown.com



West Stockbridge

Local Yokel
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266

April 2006 Calendar of Events
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

April 2 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

April 3 Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

April 6
Conservation Commission Meeting 7:00pm Village School

Board of Health Monthly Meeting 7:00pm Town Hall

April 10 Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

April 11 Cable Advisory Commission Meeting 5:00pm Town Hall

April 13 W.S.F.D. Support Services 7:00pm Fire Station

April 14 NO SCHOOL BHRSD

April 15 Easter Egg Hunt 11:00am Village School

April 17-21 SPRING BREAK BHRSD

April 17 Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

April 18
Finance Committee 7:30pm Village School

Parks and Recreation Meeting 7:00pm Village School

April 24 Selectmen’s Meeting 6:30pm Village School

April 28 Meet the Candidates Night 7:00pm Village School

April 29 Earth Day Clean-Up Town-wide

APRIL 2006
S M T W TH F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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16 17 18 19 20 21 22
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The Local Yokel is now available online at
www.weststockbridgetown.com


